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On the Dispute over Confucianism

SHEN Wei — hua

Nanjing University Nanjing 210093  China

Abstract  In Chinese history there are three times of dispute over whether Confucianism is a religion or
not. At the time of the end of Ming dynasty and the beginning of Qing Dynasty Limadou first denied that Confu-
cianism was a religion then at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century there was a re-
vived dispute over the issue and the third wave of dispute occurred when Ren Jiyu re — put that Confucianism is a
religion. All the three waves of dispute had aroused great interest in discussion from various circles each holding
their own opinions and each having different attitudes towards Confucianism and Confucius religion. However all
the disputes didnt arrive at some unanimous conclusion. Yet the process of dispute has been of great benefit for
scholars to understand Confucianism more deeply be wise in judging questions inherit cultural traditions and put
them into practical use. This paper gives a review of the three times of dispute over Confucianism in the hope of
helping readers form an over —all glimpse of the issue and inspiring their reflections and understanding of Chinas
traditional culture.
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