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The Inculturation of Catholicism During the Mid - Qing Period

ZHANG Xian-qing

Abstract The social settings changed significantly during the Mid- Qing period. On the one hand the period of toleration
came to a conclusion and the Qing government ordered the final prohibition of Christianity. On the other hand the principal part
of Confucian elites had already showed critical attitudes towards Christianity thus greatly influenced the way of the inculturation of
Catholicism in the Qing dynasty. There were three basic features among the inculturation through a combination of Catholicism and
popular culture the grassroots trend of conversion the self-support of local Christian communities and the popular trend of Catholic
Liturgy. The inculturation of Catholicism in the Mid-Qing period has deeply influenced the development of Christianity in the
modern Chinese society and helped to create a type of Chinese Christianity namely an indigenous complex of beliefs and
practices .
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