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Introduction of Western Artillery

and Xu Guang-qis New Ideas on Outside China
CHU Xiao-bo
( School of International Relationship, Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Key Words; Xu Guang-qi;western artillery; new ideas on outside China;Chinese-Barbarian System

Abstract; In order to win the battle between the Ming Dynasty and Manzhou, Xu Guang-qi, a famous scholar - official at the end
of the Ming Dynasty, got the deep influences from Matteo Ricci and several Jesuits from the West, succeeded in promoting the in-
troduction of western artillery from Macao with the support of the Portuguese there. At the same time, He realized observantly the
fundamental transformation which was taken by the new military weapon compared with the traditional cold one, and explained a
series of offensive and defensive thoughts to adapt to the momentous change. Such kind of effort indicated that the subtle diversifi-
cation which was happened among the intelligentsia of China at the beginning of the 17th century, especially prompted a review of
the stagnant ideas on outside China under the traditional Chinese-Barbarian System. Although the introduction of western artillery
had changed the firepower contrast in the north battlefield to a certain extent, the new weapon could not save the decline of the
Ming Dynasty. Significantly ,Xu Guang-qi$ action of trying to introduce more western artillery enkindled the drastic controversy in
Ming government and forced him to give up the whole plan halfway. Moreover, the use of western artillery of Ming had stimulated
the Manzhou to get a rapid evolution in the same filed. The intention of Xu Guanggi$ introduction of western artillery was primary
to save the Ming Dynasty, but he also wanted to change the policy of forbidding Catholicism by the Ming Government after Nank-
ing Missionary Case and promoted more spread of Catholicism in China. After Xu Guang-qi% death, the introduction of western
artillery and new thoughts on war helped Qing Dynasty significantly to subdue the Ming, unite the whole country and widen the
territory.
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