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Early Missionary Work by the Society of Jesus and a Comparison of

Traditional Society Backgrounds between Ancient China and Japan
ZHOU Tao
( Fnstizute of Japannese Studies , China Academy of Social Sciences , Beijing 100007, China 3
Foreign Languages Department , Hunan College of Humanities and Sciences , Changde , Hunan 415000, Ching)

Abstract: Catholism was introduced to ancient Japan and Chins in sequence by the Society of Jesus since the mid-
dle of 16 century. At that time, Japan was a fendal society in which the palaces guards who advocated military played an
important role. Contrarily, China was a central government in which the scholar bureaucrats who advecated literature were
the leading govemors. Differences in traditional society backgrounds between Qing Dynasty of China and Warring States of
Japan resulted in the deep differences in political tradition between the two nations, forcing the Society of Jesus adapted
different preaching strategies, which was the result of the culture gap between the two nations.

Key words: China and Japan;the Society of Jesus;backgrounds ; comparison
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