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Western Learning in Li Zhi-Zao’s Eye
And also on His Thoughts of Practical Learning

JIA qing—jun
( College of Humanities and Media, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China)

Abstract: The premise for Li Zhizao’s acceptance of western learning was his thoughts of practical leaming .His Practical
Learning connotes not only moral ethics and life, but also utility learning. This made him accept both natural sciences and the
Catholicism. But Li’s practical learning failed to go beyond Confucianism. It is found that his practical learning was only another
expression of Confucianism, and that it could not form into the logical support and scientific interest required by the western
natural sciences. Therefore, the practical learning of the Ming and the Qling dynasties, or the eastward transmission of Western
learning failed to bring about an independent natural science system or cause revolutionary influence to China.

Key Words: Li Zhi-Zao; Western Learning; Practical Learning; Confucian
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