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Survey of the Catholic Missionary Activity
in Gansu in the 17~18th Century
TAN G Kai-fian  LIU Qing-hua
{School of Literature, Jinan University, Guangzhou, 510632, China)

Abstract: In the middle 17th Century, around the time when the Manchurian occupation overthrew the Ming
Dynasty, Catholic missionaries found new opportunities in China, and in the Northwest, it was particularly so. Waves
of missionaries, mostly members of the Society of Jesus, swarmed into Gansu and Qinghai, settled in such places
as Lanzhou, Ganzhou, Liangzhou and Xining, and started church building and conversion. By the time of Kangxi's
reign, Catholic missionary activity had been well established, and when the Franciséa.n monks came to Gansu the
missionary cause gained substantial development. Tespite the atrocious persecutions against the missionaries and
the converts during the reign of Yongzhcné and Qianlong, the missionary influence remained till the end of the Qing
Dynasty.

Keywords: Gansu; Catholicism; Jesuit; Franciscan; persecution (:lﬁﬂ:gﬁﬁ EOHD
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