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From the Third Peak Christianity Entered into China
to the Early Chinese Conception Forming in the West
GENG Shen

(Institute of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100006, China)

Abstract: The first peak Christianity entered into China is Nestorianism in Tang dynasty, the second peak the Franciscan
Order, the third peak missionary from many churches of Catholicism taking the Jesuits as the dominant factor. They came
from European countries especially from the middle and southern Latin European countries. They were usually born in the
purple and entered the upper—class society in China and practiced “adaptive policy” through associating with Chinese of-
ficers and learned men. They contributed a lot to the cultural communication between China and the West, in which they
contributed more to Chinese learning transmitting to the west than to Western learning transmitting to China. Their written
works promoted the early Chinese conception forming in the West.
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