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The Christian Tradition of Biblical Study
in the Middle Ages: Accumulations and Evolutions

MENG Guang-lin
( History Department, China People’ s University , Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The Chnstian tradition of Biblical study in the middie ages made a start in Bible translation and elucidation by
Latin Fathers during the later period of Roman empire. Medieval Scholastic’s worship of Bible and Holy See in cultural
autocracy made this tradition gradually sealed and rigid , so it stepped forward to the scholastic orbit of officialism and
scholar-tyrant . In the later period of the Middle Ages , with the new social changes of Western Europe and the nse of
Humanism and Enlightenment, this tradition gradually lost its sacred position which had been controlling the academic
culture. The humanists negated authority of Holy See in Latin Bible and subjective style of study of Scholastics. Not only
did they strive to translate Bible into national languages and 10 spread it among the common people, but also they strove
to explore its historical cormotation and moral spirit , to see Bible as the highest authority of faith. So they overthrew
wholly the theoretical foundation of Roman crthodox theology and negated rationality of Holy Sees power and its ritual
system. . This , fundamentally speaking, promoted germination of ideas of Reformation , accelerated the
historical transformation of culture and politics in Western Europe.

Key words: the Bible; tmdition of Biblical Study; scholastic philosophy; Biblical humanism
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