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Religions in the Capital City and
the Coustruction of a Socialist Harmonious Society

TONG Xun
(Research Institute of Nation and Religion, Beijing Union University, Beijing 100083, China) -

Abstract: People in Beijing have their own traditional beliefs. Taoism originated from Beijing, while Buddhism,
Catholicism, Christianity, and Islamism came from abroad. It is the characteristics of religious situation in Beijing that
all these five major religions have existed harmeniously in this capital city for a long time. Beijing enjoys various
religions, but there exists similarity in varieties. In other words, there exists a common sense among believers, non-
believers, and different believers that they would work together and build a pluralistic and “difference-in-harmony”
society. Generally speaking, Beijing, as a eapital city, has become a rare sample in the world that all the five major
religions are flourishing harmoniously at the same time.

Key words: religions in Beijing; construction; harmonious society; resea.rch'
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