





SPIRIT

A Review for Theology and Spirituality
Issue No. 94 August 2012

i &
Eyhegith i
“E-CHFNA
HEREBEZRE
REEWA REGEA BERMIO mBEML
w0 mRE&EL BEREL  GRFELL
ER&RE - BEHEE
B
PRHELRE BUBLL
TR BE
BFEM (LUHE) #ERS:
"WHELEC L DERRCT MR - 0B EER -

FRERIER SR E A ES
S REREERNERAMEEE -

THTERES

g7



= &k

RN

Al

]

RWE BB R LB

(\‘

AFHEPRIRR

NHEMHEBETRERR
K e R

REZEHBEN BEE

A KK

JBU S Tk Ko fﬁé%ﬁbﬂiﬁ
R [ ER R
Eﬁﬁfﬁ%ﬁéﬁiﬁg?ﬂ

MR —— B

i
ok T 5

PR

LGSR

AN

[ ek

26

35

43

70

84



HEE X

MR

RIR 4

BR AR

AR 4

& #&iE

TR

HRERE A0 » INEER MM E I M B B s

o -
FEGHL  RERRHER TSR g
BEABREEHE  JERESEREAZE -
BUHOT - ENR I AR L HEE

K BEIRZ: A e SRR ME R > R
IEIRER R EE RAE R A

I BHETEMEREER - REHHGH
EAZEREA -

SEEEL  BERGEBCASHER TS

R  RANECGHEE 1780 REER
VBN ErEEIR -

2o FEIRIREND RN BRI T EEA
BEALTE RAEREEE -

[iv |



RIS

HAACBEEIHALREANBTMF  E  HREER
HRHE TR EERE - iﬂ (HR) g BREE, B
o B ENNEE  EREEEEEREREERET -

B AR A B RE R IR - TS A e
MERA - iﬁ@mﬁ*kg HE - E ER R EMERR -
EEREHIKNEEE AR TR ANEHE DS ERE
Eiﬂff%ﬁ@%%éé?ﬁﬂi%%“fﬁ%%xﬁﬁ@%&EEE%E%°

B~ ERHNEE L FRREE - ERCTE
BAUSBENMEER TR WEETES ﬁE}\‘ LLE%E%?%E@%%
R - BHFGERERNET  FERB/IEMBERSGEE B
ZmRENEAT Eﬁ)\ﬂﬁ*&fl wWRER  ERMERR -
B MG RAE I R S BRI AR e O AE
iy WEESm RESEE T

IR S A B E R — SR AR M E > 0 T A REE
B o FeeRRELSTLEIRE - (FEHRR EEARVERERE
AR o BUA0  EREEESRE Y EEYEN AR AREH
i MBS SEERA O FREIIRRIBARIR -

R — AN EMBENERR RN —LEES
EUEEHEMARARAERET RN EFAMMERR - FE#T
F 1980 T T r}EI?ﬁZﬁ’zﬁf@)\J (Catholic Messengers of
Green Consciousness) * 752K TH B E—ME " #3  WHe &
GRIFEENNER  BTHCWILSE - HEfms - £ T X
WA, HE— EAZER"HLE ) BE - FEER T ETEAE

| v



R, > BERE TEAM ) BRAEEEEMOEZENG &
HENERBRNEEL -

(LAEFHELHCE NI R i R s BEEEEE
HEESEES  MBRENENEREE - TEBEESEREN
EHEE  ABRRM AR - FRTHEENEER T A
BT - BHBEETESRTEYTS  HREYRITES -
R EYE  ENEYEEATRE Kk ZREC
HITHE R ik BECHTHEFER  EARY 5%
I WARE - DLER ST (e B AR SR B R ok

WACE e E SR TR A ) B T AREE, E
& FEAANNEREGRERBEERBERETERY > SHEEH
BRGE B - XEAREENEES T PEFERANERKE
FEM—EMREESTA > TREEER > BH LRNEE  ®
M —EEREE - LERN E-RIIEEME - HARE
EHE > fEE2= -

| vi]



CONTENTS

Foreword
Editorial Board

Ignatian Spirituality and the Ecological Crisis
Fr. Simon Wong S.J.

Environmental Conservation in the Church’s Teaching
Fr. Stephen Chan. O.FM.

Environmental Conservation and a Prophetic Stance in
the Church’s Teaching and in Science

Dr Gabriel C. K. Lam

Catholic Messengers of Green Consciousness: To Love
God, the Neighbour and the Universe

Fr. Anthony Cheng

Wind, Water, Fire, Earth: Viewing Traditional Franciscan
Ecological Spirituality from the Architectural Concept of

Singapore’s Queen of the Angels Church.

William Ng O.F M.
Simplicity of Life: Ecological Spirituality
Au Ki-fook

| vii |

viii

26

35

43

70

84



FOREWORD

Nowadays, we have become conscious of the interconnection of
ecology with humanity and of the obligation of society, even on an
international level, to love and protect the environment. For this
issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT, we have chosen the topic Environmental
Theology, looking at it from a specifically faith perspective and
suggesting what believers can do for the protection of the
environment.

Fr. Simon Wong S.J. begins with a resume of the current
situation of the ecological crisis, leading to an analysis of its causes.
These causes are intimately linked with culture and have very deep
and extensive spiritual roots. The author then draws upon Ignatian
spirituality to suggest that it can help one to overcome one’s
spiritual difficulties, thus providing an effective spiritual foundation
for overcoming the ecological crisis.

Fr. Stephen Chan O.F.M. looks at the ecological crisis from a
very wide perspective. The Bible already teaches that, in sinning,
man not only distanced himself from God but also damaged himself,
others, and the surrounding created universe. On the basis of
Scripture, the Church affirms that the conservation of the
environment is not a purely scientific concern but must also be
promoted through faith so that humankind may be reconciled with
the whole of creation through the re-establishment of a harmonious
relationship. The article then has recourse to recent Church
documents, setting forth the basic principle of environmental
conservation by appealing to all to re-establish a culture which
respects life and promotes an environmental-friendly life-style.

Dr. Gabriel C.K. Lam begins his article by setting forth some
basic scientific concepts such as “ecological cycle” so as to avoid
some unnecessary misunderstandings. His stance allows him to
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make suggestions, such as living a simple, humble, frugal lifestyle,
using resources in an effective way, refraining from distorted
criticism, showing greater tolerance for others, so as to establish a
relationship of partnership with the environment.

Fr. Anthony Cheng shares with us some of his faith experiences
in his childhood and his time in the minor seminary, which led to his
recognition of the presence and beauty of God in nature. As a
consequence, in 1980 he established the Catholic Messengers of
Green Consciousness in the hope that the Catholic Church might
become a “green” Church and, in accordance with God’s wisdom
manifested in creation, affirm its own stance, focus and vision vis-a-
vis the harmony of heaven, humanity and nature and enable
individuals to attain to an integrated spirituality of body and spirit.
The writer emphasizes the love of God, humanity and nature,
especially the love of nature, as fundamental principles of Christian
faith, of the guiding consciousness of the Church in Hong Kong and
its life-style.

Friar William Ng O.F.M. introduces to us Singapore’s Queen of
the Angels Church. The whole edifice of the Church uses the
language of architecture to expound Franciscan ecological
spirituality.  Franciscan spirituality affirms God’s absolute
transcendence but the ecosystem is full of divine traces and
ecological equilibrium is grounded in the order of God’s creation. St
Francis affirmed the equality of his own being and creation, calling
creatures his brothers. In his Canticle of the Creatures, he calls the
four fundamental elements of creation, wind, water, fire, earth his
brothers and sisters, putting himself into a relationship of
brotherhood with the universe and bringing people to cherish
material things, to respect our resources and to reduce waste. All
these concepts are manifested by the church building.
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Mr. Au’s article explains what is meant by “a simple life-style”
and “ecological spirituality”. The author practices simplicity of life
by caring for the environment and so draws the two together. The
article uses the most direct examples from life to illustrate how the
author himself chooses various simple life styles which manifest a
respect for resources while thanking the Lord for his grace, thus
leading to an understanding of types of ecological spirituality. The
article concludes with an appendix for reference by the reader
detailing some aspects of life that are related to ecological
spirituality.
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