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FOREWORD

Fr Savio Hon S.D.B., a member of the Editorial Board of
SHENSI / SPIRIT, has been nominated by the Pope as the Secretary
of Propaganda Fidei, the Congregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples, and so has been elevated to the rank of Archbishop. The
ordination of the Archbishop Designate took place in Rome on
February 5th 2011.

The members of the Editorial Board of SHENSI/SPIRIT
extend our congratulations to Archbishop Hon on his new
appointment and express our gratitude to him for his many
contributions to the work of our Quarterly from its inception 22
years ago until the present. We hope that, though distant from us, he
will continue to support us.

In commemoration of the death of Matteo Ricci, four hundred
years ago, Xavier Spirituality Centre organized a Conference on
Ignatian spirituality in Noah’s Ark, Ma Wan, Hong Kong, entitled
Ricci’s Legacy: Finding God in Cultures This issue of
SHENSI/SPIRIT presents in Chinese translation for the benefit of
our readers the papers of the principal speakers from this 4 day [2-5,
December 2010] Conference.

Fr Robert Ng S.J., the first presenter, spoke on Writing and
Evangelization. He first of all pointed out that, in Chinese culture,
the writing of essays has been the best way of conveying
information and the more elegant the writing the more successful the
propagation of that information. In the Tang Dynasty, the Nestorians
were not able to work in a literary context and so, though they were
in China for more than 700 years, they were not able to plant the
Gospel here.

In the Yuan Dynasty, while the Franciscans were able to build
churches and establish a Diocese, the area of their evangelization
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work was among the Mongols and the foreign people. They were
not able to use the Han language to evangelize the Han people.
Finally, this work of evangelization failed and was extinguished
with the fall of the Yuan Dynasty. Ricci followed the path which
Valignano and Ruggieri had opened for him by understanding the
importance of speaking, reading and writing the Han language so
that he could communicate with the Han people in the Han
language. He authored several different types of writings including
twelve works which were included in The Four Collections of Books
of the Ching Dynasty, thus ensuring him a standing of unfailing
importance. The missionary may die but writings continue to exert
their influence, so that evangelization can continue.

The topic for the second day of the Conference was Affectivity
and Ignatian Spirituality, with three main speakers. Fr Stephen Tong
S.J. examined Ricci’s experience in the Jesuit community in Macau
to show that the Portuguese Jesuits experienced failure and affliction
and had come to the conclusion that the Gospel could not enter into
the Chinese conception of things. People like Valignano and Ricci,
however, because of their affective freedom, did not suffer the
trauma of failure and depression, and so were finally able to discern
that the study of the Chinese language was the most suitable way of
proceeding.

Fr. Howard Gray S.J. spoke on the topic, The Rhythm of the
Spiritual Exercises. The rhythm of the Spiritual Exercises is their
methodology and structure and their difference from other
experiences. The speaker analyzed the rhythm of each of the four
weeks of the Exercise and added some reflections. Finally He gave a
short Response on the topic of Affectivity and Ignatian Spirituality.
In the Spiritual Exercises, there is a certain affective energy: God
first affectively touches the human person, who in turn expands this
experience and affectively touches others

Ms Joanna Chao spoke on the topic, Reciprocal Becoming:
Seeking and Finding the Lord, Self, the Other. She suggests that an
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earlier person [for example, St Ignatius or Ricci] and modern people
[for example, modern Jesuits and the speaker herself] experience the
same reality, namely encountering God in the changeableness of
worldly affairs. Both God and people involved in affairs have an
influence on us. Through affectivity and Ignatian Spirituality,
individuals, with the grace of God, can establish relationships, thus
effecting reciprocal becoming.

The topic for the third day of the Conference was Finding God
in Cultures, also with three main speakers. Fr. Michael Amaladoss
S.J. spoke first on Today’s World Mediating God. He spoke
especially from an Indian and Asian Perspective and examined the
topic by means of the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. Next he
spoke on Creation and Ignatian Spirituality, and showed how the
Spiritual Exercises enable us to experience cosmic harmony. His
next topic was Ignatian Spirituality for Other Believers, in which he
showed that such elements of the Spiritual Exercises as The
Principle and Foundation, The Examination of Consciousness,
Discernment, can be of benefit to non-Christian believers. Fr.
Amaladoss® final presentation was Ignatian Spirituality and
Buddhism. The stress on experience in the Spiritual Exercises can
lead a person to self-discovery through an experience of the mutual
relationship with the Existing One. This is very similar to the Asian
religious tradition.

Fr. Peter Mclsaac S.J. first spoke in a panel presentation on
Ricci’s Legacy: Seeking God in Cultures. He suggested that the
encounter between two cultures was a special work of grace. This
“kairos” event allows Ignatian “discernment” to manifest its value
for it becomes a recognition of grace filled moment which
constitutes a “kairos”. The presenter then examined the notion of

“negotiation” in the Jamaican experience of the encounter of
Christianity and culture and offered his personal reflectoions in his
workshops. In Workshop 104 he dealt with the process and praxis of
“Negotiation”. Workshop 204 then dealt with “Negotiation” in the
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realm of religious liturgy and its forms. Workshop 304 was entitled
The “Stranger” in Inter-Cultural Dialogue: Seif-Knowledge and
Self-forgetfulness. The speaker pointed out how within a new
culture, the missionary has to face transformation and the process of
integration. In this process, the missionary must have a tolerance for
self-emptying, along with a confidence in and respect for the local
culture. This will bring about the fruit of “negotiation”.

Fr. Benoit Vermander S.J. spoke on Today’s World Mediating
God, reflecting on the experience of Francis Xavier, thus coming to
a consideration of the suitability of the Spiritual Exercises in
contemporary Asia. Xavier dreamt of gathering the whole world
under the banner of Christ. However he discovered that God
mediates Godself through a plurality of cultures, languages and
religions. This plurality helped him to renew and modify his world
vision and his faith.

In his workshop, Fr Vermander dealt with the topic Attention
to the Mystery: A Portable Spiritual Compendium. He shared that
the spiritual journey of the individual is a development of an ability
for interior attentiveness.

The topic for the fourth day of the Conference was Apostolic
Creativity and Prophetic Leadership, with three speakers. Ms.
Bernadette Miles discussed an Ignatian model of leadership: in the
midst of change maintaining a systemic apostolic creativity. Ignatius
helped people in a community to discover God’s particular way of
calling them: namely allowing them to use their special graces “for
God’s greater glory”. Ignatian leadership consists in recognizing
that creativity comes from within the community and is not
imported from the outside. In a world of innumerable changes we
are called to offer a new horizon. Ms. Miles presented three
workshops, one responding to questions raised by the participants,
one using Scripture for personal meditation, and reminded those
who would be apostles that they are called to accomplish the work
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of Jesus. The Lord will provide what is necessary and the Holy
Spirit will provide the strength to build the Kingdom of God.

The speaker used an extract from her book One Body, One
Spirit, One Mission as a hand-out and discussed Original
Obligation, Original Danger, Original Spirit. Every community has
a “basic duty” which provides the nucleus of its existence. When
circumstances change, a “basic danger” will appear. If the
community reaffirms it “basic spirit” the “basic duty” can be
realized. Hence, a “basic spirit” is a radical necessity for a
Collaborative Ministry Team.

Fr. Mark Raper S.J. chose as his topic Apostolic Creativity and
Leadership: Being an Agent of Change. In the Second Week of the
Spiritual Exercises, St Ignatius asks the Exercitant to consider an
ideal leader and so come to a clearer recognition of the call of Christ
the King. Among the qualities of a good leader are a care for the
little ones and the weak, service of the other, the ability to call for
creativity, to be the source of unity with a community and the ability
to help a community to move towards the future.

In this issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT, we have not been able to
publish all the papers of the various contributors. We hope to
remedy this by publishing them in the next issue. The following
helped with translations for this issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT: Fr.
Gregory Koay S.J., Ms Purple So, Ms. Rita Liu, Ms Ho Yun-ngoh,
Mr. Richard Hui Chi-hang, Mr. Maurice Yuen Chi-hung, and
several others who wished to remain anonymous. We are most
sincerely grateful to each of them for their generous help.

| xix |
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Clifford. The Interpretation of Cultures. (New York: Basic Books, 1973).

Comaroff, Jean. Body of Power, Spirit of Resistance. (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago, 1985).
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! Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree. (New York: Anchor Books, 2000.)

? He was, of course, quoting the American novelist Thomas Wolfe.

' Cf Maya Angelou: “You can never go home again, but the truth is you can never leave

home, so it's all right.”
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* Austin-Broos, Diane J. Jamaica Genesis: Religion and the Politics of Moral Orders.

(Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1997), p. 12; ¢f. Max Weber. Economy and Society.
(New York: Bedminster Press, 1968.)
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Obviously, time is required for the real encounter with another culture, where the encounter
involves an inter-subjective experience that has an effect on the identity, the spirit, of the
“stranger”. But there can also be an unwillingness to engage the “other”. The emergence of
the “all-inclusive resort” in recent years, for example, has made it easier for the short term
visitor to avoid any real contact with the host culture. Such resorts create a marketable
reality based on the imaginative expectation of the consumer, and reproduce as much as
possible the reality of the visitor’s “home”.

Including the effort to achieve mastery of language, the imitation of behavior, the adoption
of customs, etc.

And in the case of communities of foreign religious, ultimately compromises the apostolic
effectiveness of the “mission”. Resistance in these cases sometimes masks a belief in one’s
cultural superiority with an objective of “social development.”
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A British-Jamaican once commented that after forty years in Jamaica, with a Jamaican wife
and Jamaican children, he continues to feel forms of cultural disconnection, reflected in the
attitude of those native to Jamaica. Immigrants and those forcibly displaced always
experience some form of “homelessness”, it would seem.

More elderly Jamaicans will often speak of the growing cultural chasm between the
generations — which may well be attributed to the intensification of Jamaica’s interaction
with other cultures, facilitated by the media and communications revolution of recent
decades.

|80|



REBEARZ XU PHHEE: ARREN

PREMAMR ) ERRETHRENBED > WA AREELE
HEE " SR8 ERRAETUTRFRARD -

EFEN  #8 A TR R0 GRS
U IR ARG LR S K E R4S TREAN (S B R 8 AR
B - (ARG -LOELHN B ES T ERESERIRR 0
G (R R AR 2 —) R PEEE S hiE T
RFMEREE  ATERE TAREE, EEERERN T
B, 6 TR -

FEROFE—E LIRSS BRATEDERE 8 " 30k
AU LA ETP R B RS A - BRI A DT
FEUEAARBIETER > (B EERERVEERCERRER
o e FEEEREL Tl BER > EERRT - BEENS
AR RREZNFRE - HEGOB IR EHFEGHOA
BHTCRAF P FIRE S -

FEEHEERAEM LI T+’ > Rkt E "HfE,
ERNIRE (L — BRI < e (FEfIm N A TR B D0 T ARy
AR FEMA AR D EWRR - R EReEENTE
R TEE, > FFENARZ N LEREEEN" - K&
[EMEFRNERE TN -8 EREEELNARBA > 1H
A RN ERNE G AR EET IR EREAR
i -

THRRICLIGETE ), BT EHMARE - & T EN
HEMABAELE RN ENER SR ER - e RIEE

1 suspect that this may have much to do with the ordinary dignity that all persons possess,
but which is not always recognized — among the poor, certainly, but also among those who
have a history of enslavement and colonial forms of socio-racial hierarchy.
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