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FOREWORD

The Diocese of Hong Kong has declared 2011 The Year
of the Laity. Therefore we have taken The Laity as the theme
of this issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT, and have asked different
writers to share with us their reflections on Lay Ministry

The article by the Hong Kong Central Council of
Catholic Laity deals first of all with the background to Vatican
1I’'s Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity and then introduces
the contents of 6 Chapters and 33 paragraphs of the Decree,
choosing especially five topics for discussion, namely
vocation, spirituality, charisms, freedom and friendship, The
article reflects on the future from the standpoint of the current
situation of the Hong Kong Diocese.

Ms. Pauline Cheung describes the background of the
writing of post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christifideles
Laici. She describes the structure and content of the document
and reflects on the vocation, communion and mission of the
Laity. The author suggests that a re-reading of the Exhortation
can awaken in the loves of the laity the call to witness and to
engage in the work of establishing the Kingdom of God. The
laity needs to engage in life-long learning and continually
receive formation in order to share, in the Church and the
world, the priestly, prophetic and kingly offices of Christ.
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Dr. Victoria Yeung begins her article with an explanation
of the relationship between laity and ministry. Ministry is a
service which emanates from the interior to the exterior and
has an intimate relation with the Blessed Trinity. The article
suggests that there are three specially aspects for looking at
this relationship, namely relational, ecclesial and priestly. The
special characteristic of lay ministry is to change the world, to
live out the Paschal joy of Christ, to live in the spirit and to
glory in God the Father -

Fr Luke Tsui considers that the development of
evangelization in the Catholic Church has been relative slow
compared with Protestantism or traditional religions. Part of
the difficulty comes from the interiority of faith leading to a
neglect of the more universal horizontal dimension. Then, too,
there has been the problem of the quality and vitality of the
laity. The Church’s insistence on its universal, orthodox and
hierarchical character has possibly led to a certain dependency
on the part of lay people, making it impossible to draw out
their vitality. The article suggests the need to develop basic
Christian communities more widely, establishing faith
communities which are more inculturated, more self reliant,
creative and lay in character.

Peter Poon writes from the standpoint of his own faith life
and pastoral experience. He acknowledges several turning
points in his life of faith, his appropriation of different forms
of lay apostolate and so offers some personal reflections and
views concerning lay ministry. Some of his ideas are rather
striking, as, for example his suggestion that the Diocese should



increase the number of salaried lay ministers, complete
cooperation with clergy and religious, the autonomous
establishment of some lay associations with the purpose of
fostering evangelization and education in the faith, thus
fulfilling the service which the formal structures cannot
accomplish.

Edward Chan writes of the perspective of the Couple Co-
Creation Society and discusses the importance of fostering
marriage. Difficulties in fostering a marriage nay come from
the fact that spouses have different criteria for the family,
coming from different childhood traumas as well as gender
differences or different paces of life. He believes that personal
spiritual formation is a very good foundation for a marriage
relationship, as it can turn past traumatic experience into a
positive force for married life, turning the family into a place
where love is offered, practiced and spread around.

Deacon Francis Tse uses as his starting point the words of
Jesus in the Gospel: “I was in prison and vou came to visit
me” and suggests that nowadays this statement translates in
“prison evangelization”. In Hong Kong this has started from
the pastoral ministry of priests serving as prison chaplains and
has resulted in an association of lay people engaged in prison
evangelization. People who engage in this ministry must
prepare themselves with a strong Gospel formation. Then they
can readily offer their service, allowing the Holy Spirit
through their ministry to influence the lives of prisoners.
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Fr Francis Lau’s article points to Vatican II’s insistence
that lay people are called to exercise the three offices of
Christ: priestly, prophetic and kingly. Then, from the point of
view of a priest, Fr Lau explains that, in order to exercise these
offices, lay people need to deepen their faith, strengthen their
knowledge of the Church, experience the spirit of the diocesan
family, and thus take a solid part in the work of establishing
the Church.

Ms. Agnes Lui’s article describes how she changed from
the commercial sector to take up youth pastoral work and how,
in this work she was able to realize the three offices of Christ,
namely the priestly, prophetic and kingly. She describes some
of her profound experiences in school pastoral ministry. These
experiences not only brought her much consolation but also
revealed to her the wonder of God’s work.

xii|
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http://archive.hsscol.org.hk/Archive/database/document/P181.htm
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http://www.vatican.va/holy father/john paul ii/apost_exhortations/
documents/hf jp-ii_exh 30121988 christifideles-laici_en.html
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1 R. Matzerath, “Ministry Protestant,” in New Catholic Encyclopedia, 1967 ed., p. 870.
2 D.N.Power, ed., “Ministry (Ecclesiology),” in New Catholic Encyclopedia, 2nd ed., 2003,
pp. 651-654.
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¥ Thomas Franklin O'Meara, Theology of Ministrv. completey revised ed. (New York: Paulist
Press, 1999), p.150.
A RC ¢ Christian ministry is the public activity of a baptized follower of Jesus Christ
flowing from the Spirit’s charism and an individual personality on behalf of a Christian
community to witness to, serve and realize the kingdom of God.
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* Michael Downey, “Participating in the Mission of Word and Spirit,” in Spirituality for
Ministry, edited by Karen Sue Smith (Missouri: Liguori, 2006), pp. 73-74.
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* Edward P. Hahnenberg, “It All Begins in Baptism,” in Spirituality for Ministry, pp. 41-51.
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 Michael Downey, “Participating in the Mission of Word and Spirit,” in Spirituality for
Ministry, p. 70.
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? Richard Gaillardetz, A 'ision of Pastoral Ministry (Missouri: Liguori, 2002), pp. 29-37.
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