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FOREWORD

In March last year, Pope Benedict proclaimed the
period 19 June 2009 to 19 June 2010 The Year of the Priest
in commemoration of the 150" Anniversary of the death of
Saint Jean Vianney. The Bishop of Hong Kong, Dr John
Tong, in response to the Pope’s proclamation of The Year
of the Priest and in view of the pastoral priority of the
Hong Kong Diocese concomitantly organized a Year of
Priestly Vocations to run from July 17 2009 to December
31% 2010. The purpose of this year would be, through
various activities to enhance the quality of priestly pastoral
ministry and at the same time to promote priestly vocations
by encouraging a generous response on the part of young
people. Hence this issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT has taken as
its topic The Year of the Priest and offers reflections on the
priestly vocation from various perspectives.

Cardinal Joseph Zen explains priestly ministry as the
edification, sanctification and guidance of God’s people
through the ministry of the Word and the Sacraments. Then
he describes the religious life as the following of the
Gospel Counsels, by means of vows, in the pursuit of
holiness. Historically, clerics who worked in a Diocese
were generically called “Canons™. Those who accepted
community life and renounced personal possessions were
called Canons Regular, while others enjoyed the patrimony
of the Church and were known as Secular Canons. Those
who lived in priestly communities which follow the
life-style of the Apostolic Age now belong to Religious
Orders. Their particular charism is to strengthen the
motivation of their quest for holiness through religious
vows, which set the religious on the way to perfection.

Fr Olivier Lardinois S.J. takes the fact that the vast
majority of Jesuits are priests as the starting point for a
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consideration of the ways in which Jesuits view their
priesthood and exercise their priestly ministry. He then
introduces modern Jesuit priestly formation and its
principal stage, pointing to the challenges that modern
priestly formation must face. He emphasizes that during the
process of formation the Jesuit priest must appropriate the
Jesuit charism, remembering the foundational rationale of
the Society of Jesus, namely “to help souls”, thus
undertaking a personal ministry of providing high quality
spiritual guidance.

Fr Savio Hon S.D.B. examines the Rite of Ordination
to reflect on the way in which the Church understands its
priesthood. Celebration, Church, Orders, Pastor, Priest,
Consecration, etc: this series of terms connected with the
Sacrament of Holy Orders, allows the author to illuminate
the role and ministry of the priesthood. The priest has been
chosen to carry out a public sacerdotal ministry, as a
collaborator of the Bishop in the service of the people of
God. The Sacrament of Holy Orders confers upon the
recipients sanctifying grace, a special charismatic grace and
seal, to enable them to guide the faithful in properly
leading a life of the spirit on their journey towards God.

Fr. Bernard Sesboti€ S.J. explains how the specifically
Jesuit model of priesthood developed. St Ignatius
discovered that. in order to help souls, it was necessary to
study and to receive the priesthood and thus to offer good
apostolic service. The concept of the priesthood preceded
that of establishing a religious community and the offering
of themselves to the Pope to be sent wherever he wished to
preach the Gospel. Priesthood in the Society of Jesus had a
primarily apostolic purpose. Non-clerical members are
Coadjutors to help attain this purpose. Vatican II returned
to the New Testament’s view of apostolic ministry to affirm
and enrich this image of priesthood.



Fr. Joseph Ha, O.F.M. demonstrates that the Bible
contains many narratives of God calling people. In the Old
Testament, there are the stories of Abraham, Moses, and
Gideon and in the New Testament the stories of the calling
of Mary and of Peter. In these stories we discover a
common element, namely a sign. In those times, people
recognized such signs as coming from God. The sign was
followed by a negative element, namely departure,
abandonment, and a positive element, namely moving
forward for the benefit of many other people. In the process.
doubts arise but then there is God’s guarantee: I am with
you”, dispelling the doubts. A modern vocation to the
priesthood may go through a similar process.

Fr. Simon Wong S.J. begins his article by describing
the nature and the method of the Awareness Examen
[Examen of Conscience or Consciousness] from the
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola and then
discusses the relationship between this Examen and a
priestly vocation. The Examen enables one to attain a
deeper knowledge of oneself, hence a knowledge of God’s
will and how to oppose the temptations of the devil. Thus it
is a way in which a priest can cultivate a better spirituality
in realizing his kingly, priestly and prophetic vocation.

Ordained three years ago, Fr Dominic Lui in his
article shares with us his spiritual process in responding to
his vocation. He describes how, from computer work he
experienced a change of heart. In the Seminary he
deepened his self knowledge, confirmed and strengthened
his faith and established a permanent relationship with the
Lord. God helped him to recognize the world beyond the
realm of science, priesthood brought him a positive view of
human existence, helped him to overcome his fears, to
respond to his vocation to make the Kingdom of God
present in the midst of humankind.



Four lay Catholics, Chan Si Weng, Anthony Ang, Rita
Liu, and Yau Kin Fung have collaborated in writing an
article, each author expressing a personal view of priests.
Some of them respect the celibate commitment of priestly
life in totally accepting the will of God as mediated through
superiors. Others appreciate the smiling countenance of the
priest, his fearless speaking out and his spirit of sacrifice.
Some acknowledge the failings of priests but the important
point is that they finally can communicate a Christ-like
attitude and inflame hearts. Others like the way in which
priests persevere in “embracing Christ”. Different
testimonies represent the ways in which a wider spectrum
of the faithful understands priests.

For this issue, Ms Ivy Chan and Ms. Rita Liu helped
by translating articles. We are extremely grateful for their
generous help.

We are grateful to Thinking Faith: Jesuit Media
[nitiatives of the British Province of the Society of Jesus
for their kind permission to translate and publish Fr.
Bernard Sesboli€'s article.
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presbyterorum sunt ordinandi. ut Christo Magistro, Sacerdoti et Pastori inserviant, cuius
ministerio corpus eius, id est Ecclesia, in populum Det, in templum sanctum aedificatur,
in templum sanctum aedificatur et crescit.

Christo summo et acterno Sacerdoti configurandi, sacerdotio Lpiscoporum coniungendi,
in veros Novi Testamenti sacerdotes consecrabuntur ad Evangelium praedicandum,
populum Dei pascendum cultumque divinum in dominico praesertim sacrificio
celebrandum.
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an introduction by Joseph A. Munitiz and Philip Endean. enguin Books, 1996, p.6.
Emphasis added.
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