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FOREWORD

The year 2010 marks the 400" anniversary of the
death of Matteo Ricci in Beijing. To commemorate
this great missionary, this issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT
has taken as its theme Matteo Ricci and
Evangelization, both to consider his contribution to
the work of evangelization and to consider questions
about evangelization which arise because of his work.

Fr. Nicolas Standaert’s article gives a general
view of the strategy of the Society of Jesus for
evangelizing in China. He shows how that strategy
was influenced by the Constitutions of the Society of
Jesus and by the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. It
appears, however, that Ricci and the other Jesuits did
not have any a priori structured and deeply
thought-out long-term policy. Rather they operated by
contacting “the other” and by constructing their policy
as they went along. The article adduces many
profound examples of how “the other” created Ricci’s
identity and influenced his missionary methodology.
The author suggests that Ricci’s success consisted in
respecting the contributions of “the other”.

Fr. Savio Hon uses the method of cultural
dialogue to re-read Ricci’s Treatise on Friendship.
This is the first book ever written in Chinese by a
non-Chinese. Fr. Hon especially demonstrates how
“the way [Tao] of friendship” enriched Matteo Ricci’s
deep prophetic wisdom. In the mission of evangelizing,
Ricei used the way of friendship to foster
evangelization, to bring about an interaction between

| ix |



the Gospel and culture and so enable people to
experience to a greater degree the depth of the
meaning of revelation.

Fr. Jacob Kwok examines the development of the
Chinese Catholic Hierarchy from 1583, when Ricci
entered China and settled in Shiu Hing, until the death
of the first Chinese Bishop, Lo Wen Tsaol690.
According to his personal reflection the author
suggests that the difficulty in initiating the creation of
the Chinese Hierarchy was a consequence of the
historic disputes between the Dominicans and the
Jesuits during the Rites Controversy. This provides an
example, worthy of our continual reflection, of the
way in which the Holy See deals with conflicts.

Bernard Luk’s article does not deal with the pros
and cons of Ricci’s “adaptation to Confucianism”™ He
rather examines how Giulio Aleni [1582-1649]
attempted, with the gentry, Yeh Hsiang Kao and Tsao
Kuan Cha, to conduct a dialogue between philosophy
and religion. He evaluates the practical function of this
policy. It appears from the dialogue that there is a vast
chasm between the Hellenized tenets of Catholic
doctrine and the rationalism of the Sung-Ming
philosophy, so that there is a lack of mutual
understanding. However, on the spiritual level there
was a mutual meeting of hearts.

Professor Chen Fong Chung outlines the role of
lay communities in the early history of the Church in
China from the establishment of the Sodality of Our
Lady in Ricci’s time until Michael Fernandez
established the Franciscan Third Order. Then he

| x|



describes a community mentioned in Continued Daily
Record of Words and Deeds of Priests, which Chiu
Lun, the assistant of the famous Chinese Jesuit painter,
Wu Yue Shan, wrote, This helps us understand the role
which the laity played: a rather passive role of service,
since they still did not have the strength to contribute
more positively to the Church. The organizational
structure of the Catholic Church did not give lay
communities sufficient space for development. From
past experience, the author feels that we really need
lay communities, endowed with vitality, deep faith,
and the capacity for autonomous operation.

Anthony Lam analyzes the special features of
Ricci’s evangelization strategy. from his ability to
overcome the language difficulties and his successful
publication of True Doctrine of God, his establishing
of relationships with the intelligentsia, thus enabling
Catholicism to take root in China. The fact that he
made the Emperor the objective of his evangelization
work influenced the way later Jesuits gave
extraordinary importance to the support of the
imperial family, while prohibitions and instructions
from the palace caused difficulties for the work of
evangelization. The author poses a question for
reflection: does the use of scientific technologies
create an obstacle to communication? Would even
greater respect not be earned by preaching the Gospel
directly rather than relying on scientific technology?

Fr Edmund Ryden reflects on the new term
strangification, proposed and popularized in recent
years by the Catholic philosopher Vincent Shen. Shen

| xi |



suggests that Christianity needs to undergo a process
of strangification if it is to penetrate into Chinese
culture. He does not favour the concept of
inculturation, considering that it entails merely the
clothing of Christianity in Chinese apparel and does
not take account of the need for Chinese culture to
enrich Christianity inherently. Fr. Ryden agrees with
Shen’s concept but has his own view concerning the
English term “strangification”, suggesting that the use
of heteropoesis (“making other”) or polyheteropoesis
("making multiple others) would make the concept
more amenable to understanding.

Ms Lam Suet Pik introduces the content of
Ricci’s Ten Essays from a Stranger and then lists its
particular points: (1) Discussion about life and death;
(2) Differences from Buddhism and Taoism; (3)
Quotations from the Western Classics. Ricci uses
stories from Western Literature and the lives of
famous men to illustrate Christian Doctrine. In
addition to introducing a scientific civilization to
China, Ricci also introduced the theoretical and
practical model of Graeco-Roman philosophy, which
opened the way for China’s later movement towards
openness.

We are deeply grateful to Mr. Wilfred Lai, who

provided help with translation for this issue of
SHENSI /SPIRIT.
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b Matteo Ricci, Della entrata della Compagnia di Gesti e Christianita nella Cina, ( {F}8%
GANERETHAEPRENZESE)Y ) Macerata: Quodlibet, 2000: id., Lertere.
Macerata:Quodlibet, 2001.
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> 1942-1949) ’ Fl fih (9 2 4= Johannes Bettray #J % {F (Die
Akkommodationsmethode des P. Matteo Ricci S.I. in China, 1955)4 £
SHES BR R ETE « [HHE EERI B AR SORIE SRR
RAR RS F #2088 - B2 TR R E A R R RIS & T
AFTTHE  RAERE B ARG A IS E R T O A
f IS > DFEENAREEOT B RDE - 1RSI
1+ afEsER (Niccold Longobardo 1565-1655) ¥t b i #FI5K HH
MR LA E R -

AREEAOfTAE 2010 4FEERFBEERIME 7 04— HE RN R
RSB AR T L RS ERE NN ES £ 1
F 4 15 B B B9 SO b s A L 3 2 RIME Bl Bl > AL

2 ERHELEATHEE - 2RI ST(AD Dudink)4E5&05 B (Nicolas Standaert) »
Chinese Christtan Texts Data base(CCT- Data Base)

(http * // www.arts.kuleuven.be/sinology/cct)

3 Pasquale d'Elia (ed.), Fonti Ricciane: Storia dell introduzione del cristianesimo in Cina,
3 vols. Rome: Libreria dello Stato, 1942-1949. (abbreviated as FR). For the English
translation of the edition by N. Trigault £fE2f&: Louis J. Gallagher, China in the
Sixteenth Century: The Journals of Matthew Ricci, 1583-1610, New York: Random
House, 1953 (abbreviated as Journals).

4 Johannes Bettray, Die Akkommodationsmethode des P. Matteo Ricci S.J. in China, Rome:
Universitas Gregoriana, 1955. For a good theological analysis, see Luis Gutheinz, "What
is so Special in Matteo Ricci’s Missionary Approach?”, East Asian Pastoral Review 20:4
(1983), pp. 104-116

5 2B e.g. Ad Dudink, "Tianzhu jiaoyao K ¥ #{EE: The Catechism (1605) Published by
Matteo Ricci", Sino-Western Cultural Relations Journal 24 (2002), pp. 38-50 (esp. p. 47,
quoting Paul Brunner)
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1543-1607)#K3% > MABEE R —FRELE - TTREREIHAS @R
HE - M EHCEE R BB E R - R ERH T+ LEN
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MR T sl - BRI E > £ Clitid —HAEH
msALE SRR EEHLNS - FISE R REBOR
MBHER -

6 ERNEZENFAMIFIE: N. Standaert, "Jesuit Corporate Culture As Shaped by the
Chinese", in John W O'Malley et al. (eds.), The Jesuits: Cultures, Sciences, and The Arts,
1540-1773, Toronto: Univ. Of Toronto Press, 1999, pp. 352-363.

7  Erik Zurcher, "The Jesuit Mission in Fujian in Late Ming Times: Levels of Response,”, in
Edward B. Vermeer (ed.), Development and Decline of Fukien Province in the 17th and
18th Centuries, Leiden: Brill, 1990, pp. 417-457.

8 Joseph F. Schiitte, Valignanos Missionsgrundsdtze fiir Japan, Rome: Storia e letteratura,
1958, vol. I, chap.3 and p. 325 f1, vol. I, p. 335 {t.; see also the book by J. Bettray, op.cit.
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9 Lettere, p. 185 (Shaozhou, 10 December 1593): "un altro Seneca”; p. 100 (Zhaoging, 20
October 1585): "la setta epicurea"; Paul Rule, K'ung-tzu or Confucius? The Jesuit
Interpretation of Confucianism, Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1986, pp. 28-29.
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10 Joseph Shih fEi& =. "Introduction”, in Matteo Ricci & Nicolas Trigault, Histoire de

l'expédition chrétienne au rovaume de la Chine (1582-1610), Paris: Desclée de Brouwer,
1978, pp. 11-59.
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12 4R ) B TBE | UEHAIRES - 552 H For the concepts "institutional" and
"diffused" religions: C. K. Yang, Religion in Chinese Society: The First Comprehensive
Sociological Analysis of Chinese Religious Behavior. Berkeley: Univ. of California
Press, 1961, pp. 20-21, 294-295.

13 HRE#  EXARE, EMS » 7520 Vernon Ruland. "The Inflated Catholic
Ditference", America (June 4, 1994), pp. 20-22.

14 FIEEERETLEFERE LT EAREE of. his Della entrata and his Lettere; see Shih,
op.cit., p. 32 ft.

15 Erik Zircher, "Jesuit Accommodation and the Chinese Cultural Imperative”, in David
E. Mungello F{%f#(ed.), The Chinese Rites Controversy: Its History and Meaning,
Nettetal: Steyler Verlag, 1994, pp. 31-64.
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16 Lothar Ledderose, "Chinese Influence of European Art, Sixteenth to Eighteenth
Centuries”, in Thomas H.C. Lee (ed.), China and Europe: Images and Influences in
Sixteenth 1o Eighteenth Centuries, Hong Kong: Chinese Univ. Press, 1991, pp. 221-237.

17 Lettere, p. 420 (Beijing, 26 July 1605).

18  Cf. Jonathan Spence, "Mattec Ricei and the Ascent o Peking”, in Charles Ronan &
Bonnie Oh (eds.), Fast meers West: The Jesuirs in Ching 1382-1773. Chicago: Loyola
Univ. Press, 1988

19 See Shih, op.cit., 29 ff.

20 Nicolas Standaert, "The Creation of Christian Communities”, in Handbook of
Christianity in China: Volume One (635-1800), Leiden: Brill, 2000, esp. pp. 534-546;
567-575.

21 Journals, p. 135 ff. (addition by Trigault).

22 FR 1, p. 355; Journals, p. 266.

23 FR 1, p. 355; Journals, p. 273.
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