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FOREWORD

For over a hundred years, Catholic schools have been
making an obvious and splendid contribution to the
development of Hong Kong. Nowadays, almost 300 Catholic
schools are playing a significant role in the field of education.
This current issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT deals with the theme
Catholic Education. We examine how Catholic Education,
while holding to its basic principles, has promoted multi-faceted
educational characteristics.

Ms Alice Wu and Mr. Francis Chan look at three events to
highlight the educational philosophy of the Hong Kong Diocese.
The first event was the 1997 return of Hong Kong to Chinese
sovereignty. In response the Diocese engaged in three initiatives,
namely the promotion of mother tongue education, the
elaboration of a curriculum for Civic Education, the admission
of unregistered children to its schools. The Diocese thus
stressed the linkage between Catholic Education and local
culture, promoting their unity and an educational philosophy of
showing concern for the weakest in society. The second event
was the Diocesan Synod. One outcome was the establishment of
the post of Pastoral Assistant in schools, demonstrating its
evangelization responsibility for educating Catholic and
non-Catholic students. The third event was the education reform
undertaken by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region:
the Diocese disagrees with the provisions of the School Based
legislation, insisting on a philosophy of educational pluralism.

A special Committee of the Hong Kong Catholic
Education Office was mandated to compose a questionnaire on
religious and moral education in Catholic schools. This
questionnaire was circulated in March 2006.The article by the
Catholic Education Office examines the principles underpinning
the contents of this curriculum [for example, suitability for
students from diverse backgrounds and relationship with
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Chinese culture], the orientation of the curriculum, assessment
procedures, the contents of the different units of the curriculum,
its conceptual framework etc. The article helps us to understand
the way in which the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong views the
importance and the practice of religious and moral education.

The first part of Sr. Christina Cheung’s article illustrates
the many contradictions inherent in the multifaceted and
coordinated concept of education reform. Hong Kong’s
“person-centred education” has fallen to the level of education
in the service of economic and political development, so that
the Church’s concemn for character formation and its spiritual
dimension is ignored. If the Church’s education service does not
play the market game, it may not even have the space in which
to exist. The second part of the article looks at the opportunities
provided by the contradictions. The writer suggests that
Catholic schools do not exist merely for the sake of existing but
for the promotion of the ideals of Catholic education. And
therefore make good use of the available space to insert the
notion of person-based education into both the formal and
informal curriculum. In an atmosphere marked by evil, Jesus
was able to seize the opportunity to personalize objective
criteria. Similarly with reference to our mission in education we
should maintain a heroic determination.

Fr Deignan shows that education was not the purpose
motivating St Ignatius in founding the Society of Jesus in 1540
but rather the preservation and the propagation of the Catholic
faith. However, guided by the principles of the greater glory of
God and the greater good of humanity in the selection of the
Society’s evangelizing enterprise, education became one of the
most important elements. In the sixteenth century, the Society
of Jesus already had its Ratio Studiorum [Regimen of Studies],
providing the principles of education to be followed. Nowadays,
the document Characteristics of Jesuit Education provides the
principles of education. These basic resources come from the



Spiritual Exercises. Ignatian pedagogy aims to form all-rounded
students, endowed with sensitivity, openness, faith, a sense of
compassion and justice, capable of putting their talents to good
use in the service of others.

Sr. Margaret Wong S.P.C. describes the ideals guiding the
Sisters of St Paul of Chartres in running their schools. They are
greatly influenced by Fr. Louis Chauvet They place great
emphasis on laying the foundations, on the ongoing formation
of their teachers and on providing whole-person education for
their students. They try to serve all classes of society, as their
school motto declares: “To be all things to all people” (1Cor
9:22). The Paulinian school ethos provides a happy and richly
enabling environment, and within this culture students are able
to praise God. A Christ-centred moral education encourages
students to acquire a high personal standard of truth, goodness,
and beauty and so make a positive contribution to family,
society and chosen profession.

Sr. Agnes Law and Sr. Veronica Fok, of the Daughters of
Charity of the Canossian Institute speak in lucid and
straightforward terms of Canossian schools and their special
attention to and care for poorer and more needy students.
Canossian education seeks to respond to the needs of the age, to
foster correct moral behaviour, to form uprights citizens of the
Kingdom of God and of society, guiding the development of
different talents and abilities. In fostering both spiritual and
intellectual versatility, they dare to demand innovative
responses to the contemporary needs of society, providing
all-rounded care for their students, enabling them in turn to care
for the most needy among the people they encounter.

Fr Savio Hon S.D.B. introduces the Salesian concept of
education. Enlightened by the Gospel of Christ, Salesian
education is aimed at helping students towards a whole-person
balanced development. Don Bosco’s concept of education
includes these elements: youth are precious, charity is prevalent,
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the Gospel is over-arching, the school is a family, joy is concern.
His preventive pedagogy intelligently develops an upright
personality, provides a religion-based moral and cultural
formation, and though caring relationships leads gradually on
towards goodness. Fr Hon’s article does not deal only with
principles but also describes concrete methods of
implementation.

Peter Lee’s article explains that the Catholic Church in
Hong Kong entrusted vocational education and adult education
to Caritas (Hong Kong) so that the Diocese, the religious orders
and Caritas could exercise responsibility for Catholic education
on three fronts. Caritas’s social and higher education services
give priority to sectors not attended to by the education system,
students who are comparatively disadvantaged. These services
are based on the principles of life-long leamming and equal
opportunity, and operate with a spirit of service, and
whole-person development as the focus of education in order to
make a contribution to justice, peace and development. The
article concludes with a reference to the Diocese’s aspiration to
have a Catholic University and Caritas’ willingness to play a
role in its establishment.

In order to assist readers in understanding the Church’s
expectations for Catholic Universities and Institutes of Higher
Learning, we have added excerpts from the following Church
documents: Vatican II's Declaration on Catholic Education; the
provisions of Canon Law regarding Catholic Education

We are grateful to Ms Agnes Cheung for her generosity in
helping with translation for this issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT
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