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Foreword

Honesty in speech is a natural and fundamental
human expectation. In whatever area, political leadership,
business interactions, family life, religious expression,
media integrity, people demand honesty. However,
humanity sighs, since for long there has been a serious
dichotomy between reality and desire. This issue of
SHENSI / SPIRIT looks at the topic of Honesty and
Dishonesty from various perspectives.

Fr. Henry Ng examines the doctrine of the Old
Testament to show how God creates humanity and refines
us so that we become a new creation. He first of all looks
at the time of composition of three main sections of the
Bible, name the Prophetic Books, the Pentateuch, the
Writings and then turns to the record of religious
persecution in the Deuterocanonical books, to illustrate
that human fidelity is a pivotal point in the Covenant
between God and humanity and to investigate how God’s
revelation across the ages enables human beings to attain
to freedom of life from a life of infidelity.

The article by Fr. Sedn O Cearbhallain S.J. suggests
that all human relationships are grounded on our
relationship with God. The relationship between God and
humanity contains four important elements, namely,
Election, Covenant, Law and Promise. The four elements
are first seen in God’s relationship with Israel and then in
the relationship between Christ and the Christian. God
incessantly manifest fidelity to his promise through action,
so that in God word and deed are inextricably united.
Jesus demands honesty and criticizes hypocrisy. Paul’s

| ix |



writings also criticize the injustice of hypocritical pretence,
and of incongruent self-interest becoming self-deceit.

Ms Winnie Ho’s article has recourse to Chapter 8 of
St John’s Gospel, Jesus’ dispute with the Jews, to examine
the meaning of “truth”, “credibility”, and “dishonesty”.
John skilfully raises “speaking the truth”, “lying”, “true
and false witness” to the level of “truth”, “life” and death”,
not only in order to force his Jewish contemporaries to
make a choice, but also to demand that everyone make this
choice of being a child of God or of the Devil, of choosing
the truth of Jesus or the lies of the Devil.

Fr. Robert Ng S.J. begins his essay with a discussion
of the question whether lying is absolutely immoral.
Scripture records the stories of several people who lied
and yet were blessed by God. In the Church there are
different opinion on this question. Augustine and Thomas
Aquinas refused absolutely to countenance lying. Some
theologians, however, accept mental reservation and false
statements as permissible in special circumstances in order
to attain a greater good. The author then goes on to reflect
on the nature of speech to see whether, in certain
circumstances one may apparently not speak the truth but
may preserve the honesty of what is spoken.

Fr. Stephen Chan O.FM. uses, as his starting point,
the thought of Emile Durkheim and Max Weber on the
importance of “trust” and “credibility” in social life and
then discusses the relationship of honesty in speech and in
action, individual charisma, personality and representation.
The importance of honesty can engender a decisional
function in the realms of professionalism and politics.

" Husband and wife, Yeung Hau-ming and Cammy



Leung write in the form of a dialogue, using real-life
examples to discuss the relationship between honesty and
marriage. If one is to be honest with one’s spouse, one
must be first of all honest with oneself. The practice of
honesty must begin before marriage, each learning to trust
the other, not wearing a mask, learning to accept each
other’s strengths and weaknesses, growing in maturity
with reference to each other, psychologically and
physically attaining the unity of one body.

Fr. Luke Tsui uses seven stories to illustrate his theme,
the necessity of honesty in consecrated life. One must seek
honesty in the course of learning, honesty throughout the
long struggle of human life, honesty in keeping one’s word,
honesty in accepting the notion of environmental
conservancy, honesty with regard to human needs, honesty
with regard to the betterment of human life conditions,
honesty in one’s own self-perception. Honesty enables the
consecrated person to become truly human and so leads to
an integration of faith and life.

Sr. Patricia Byrne S.S.C. suggests that members of a
religious community, in making their vows, promise to be
faithful to those vows in the same way that two persons
promise in marriage to be faithful to each other. Religious
must be aware of not finding meaning only in busy
activity but must also seek to live out the value of their
vows. The fundamental vocation of a religious is to
establish a love relationship with Christ, to discern the will
of God and to follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They
must be prepared to forego security in order to establish
justice, love and peace. Honesty for a religious must entail
renewal, the Cross, and living the truth in love.



| xii |

Professor Stephan Rothlin discusses the emergence in
academic circles, over the last thirty years, of business
ethics, with its hopes of helping both the business and
political sectors to discern the principles of right and
wrong. A culture of transparency brings business to an
acceptance of ethical supervision. Consumerism forces the
commercial world to adhere to its promises. Historical
consciousness has forced the Swiss banking world to
reconsider its policies of secrecy and confidentiality, in
order to avoid complicity in corrupt political dealings. In
general, the emergence of business ethics has helped the
business world to cultivate honesty and avoid the deceit of
corruption.

Fr. Gregory Koay SJ., Mr. James Leung and Mr.

Xavier have helped us in translating for this issue of
SHENSI / SPIRIT. We are grateful for their generosity.
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