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Foreword

It has been said that the Twentieth Century was a
time of secularization. Overall, the attention of human
beings was focused on reason, science, material things and
pleasure. Faith and Religion were marginalized.

The word “Secularization” connotes many different
ideas. This issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT deals with the topic
Church and Secularism and investigates various
relationships between secularization and faith.

Fr. Savio Hon describes the notion of “secularism”
and shows how it opposes every concept and value which
is grounded in religious faith. Then he refers to the
Encyclical God is Love, of Pope Benedict XVI to
demonstrate how morality separated from the love of God
is left weakened and without vigour.

Though St.Paul never wrote a treatise on “freedom”,
Fr. Marciano Baptist S.J. demonstrated how often in his
Letters, Paul did discuss the notion of freedom. For Paul,
freedom is a gift of Christ and is an important element in
becoming children of God. Through freedom we are
enabled to put aside the bondage engendered by the
Mosaic Law, sin and death.

Professor Vincent Shen first of all speaks of “the
freedom of choice”, “moral freedom” and “transcendental
freedom”. Extrapolating from these three levels of
freedom, the author then suggest that the human person
must transcend the limiting boundaries of the self in a
generous openness to “the other” in order to attain to
freedom properly so called. Furthermore “the other”

includes other persons, nature and the supernatural. When



one relies on benevolent love to transcend one’s self in a
generous openness to towards other persons, nature and
God, then one is free.

Fr Edward Chau clarifies the different meanings of
secularization, and suggests that it brings about the
materialization of society, its commercialization, its
politicization, its technologization, and creates distance
between one person and another. On the other hand, faith
brings to human life a spirit of benevolence, of
fearlessness, and of joy, bringing people to interact, to love
mutually, to communicate, thus drawing society towards
harmony.

Seminarian Dominic Lui analyzes the influence of
secularism on vocations: secularism creates a distance
between the individual and God, it criticizes the
magisterium of the Church, it attacks the family which is
the cradle of vocations, it proclaims profit and
individualism, enjoyment and consumerism, thus creating
doubts about the viability of the consecrated life. In order
to encourage young people to respond to a vocation, it is
necessary to take the initiative to approach them, to
accompany them, to be concerned for them, thus helping
the vocation to develop intelligently.

The article by a Carmelite Sister considers the
message which the enclosed religious life offers to the
world. They take the path of radical oblation to witness to
God’s love. The contemplative life is also apostolic, For
the contemplative prayer of the enclosed religious gathers
into itself the joys and griefs of all the world so as to
awaken human to the desire for love and to rekindle the
hope of love in those who suffer and are disappointed.

Ms Lina Chan describes how secularism brings about

[ ix |



economic globalization making the market and economy
into the supreme values in life. As a consequence,
developing nations are subjected to pressure and control.
On the basis of Scripture and the teaching of the Church,
the writer asserts that development must be for the good of
humanity, helping all of humanity to become “one family”
to care for the weakest elements in society and protect
human dignity.

Miss Emily Wong’s articles show how secularism,
utilitarianism, individualism, consumerism, relativism,
evolutionism and so on lead to a materialization of life and
create a culture of death which is opposed to life. The
writer calls for the development of an education for life,
which would use a culture of life to oppose secularism and
its culture of death.

Deacon Karl Tsang looks upon the secular world as
“society” and interprets “secularity and evangelization” as
“preaching the Gospel in the midst of society.” The author
relates his own experience of how the Gospel came to him,
and goes on to give concrete examples of how the Gospel
reaches people. The family, the school, the workplace, the
church, the hospital, indeed even the funeral parlour, can
all be places for evangelization.
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Essais réunis par J.-M.Rabaté et M. Wetzel, Paris: Métailié-Transition, 1992, 79-108.
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