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Foreword

Since its very early days, Christianity has had a spirit of
collective leadership, and the Ecumenical Councils obviously
exemplify this spirit. The degree of acceptance of the various
Ecumenical Councils differs among the many Christian
Churches, and the Catholic Church accepts twenty-one of them.
The theme of this issue of Shensi/Spirit is “The Great
Ecumenical Councils,” and we have invited several authors to
write on the impact of some of these Councils on the Church.

Fr. Edward Khong briefly explains the meaning of the
term “Ecumenical Council,” and the degree of acceptance of
these Councils in the different Churches. He then continues to
detail dates, venues, convenors, number of participants, topics
discussed and major doctrines promulgated in these twenty-one
Councils. The author hopes that this information can arouse the
readers to learn more about these Councils, and to understand
the divine and the human aspects of the Church.

Sr. Maria Ko, FMA, traces the origins of Ecumenical
Council from the Bible. It can be seen that even as early as the
time of Moses, the people of God were not under dictatorial rule;
instead the gifts of God distributed in different people were
brought together, and this gave rise to various kinds of councils.
The Early Church held meetings to choose Matthias to serve as
an apostle in the place of Judas, to choose deacons, and the
meeting in Jerusalem even settled a conflict between Jewish and
Gentile Believers. This became the model for an Ecumenical
Council. Council of Nicaeca (AD325) was held to solve the
heterodox opinion of Arius, and the Nicene Creed was
formulated, which plainly reveals the achievements of the
Church under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.



Sr. Maria Goretti Lau, SPB, provides the background to
the Council of Ephesus (AD431) and of the people involved, for
example, Nestorius and Cyril of Alexandria. The author then
deals with the proceedings of the Council, and its contribution
to the doctrine on Our Lady and on Jesus Christ. This article
concludes with a reflection on the significance of Council of
Ephesus on the Catholic Church today. Sr. Lau considers that
this Council has laid a solid foundation for the doctrines and
venerations of Our Lady, and states that Christ is truly God and
truly man. Thus truth prevailed and peace was restored to the
Church.

Fr. Savio Hon, SDB, explains the technical language of
the Council of Chalcedon (AD451), so that the readers can
understand the nub of the problem. This article deals with the
origin of the Council of Chalcedon, its relationship to the
Council of Nicaea and the Council of Constantinople, and with
the thorny questions between politics and religion. The author
ends this article explaining the significance of the Council of
Chalcedon itself and of its final definition.

In his article Mr. Leung Tak Kei focuses on the Decree on
Justification of the Council of Trent (AD1545). The author first
of all gives the background of this Decree, then analyzes its
contents, and finally looks for any insights it has for
interreligious dialogue today. The author concludes that this
Decree has a balanced attitude—on the one hand it proclaims
that salvation comes from Christ alone, and at the same time 1t
believes that through the relations within the Trinity, the
salvation of Christ is available to others apart from our
proclamation. This Decree urges us to have dialogue with other
religions, but at the same time hold our own stand during the
dialogue.

I ix |



Using examples from various documents of the Second
Vatican Council, including the Dogmatic Constitution on
Divine Revelation, the Decrece on Ecumenisin, the Decree on
the Church’s Missionary Activity, and the Declaration on the
Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, Fr. Mark
Fang, SJ, points out the relationship between Vatican Il and the
Bible. Vatican II emphasizes the role of the Bible in theology,
its influence on missionary activity of the Church, and how the
Bible brings together different communities of the Christian
faith.

Dr. Anna Chan presents the liturgical reforms brought
about by Vatican II. To provide our readers with a general view
on liturgy, the author first of all writes about the Theology of
Liturgy and the Liturgical Reflection on the Pastoral Ministry.
She then continues with the changes to the Sacraments, Liturgy
of the Hours, Liturgical Calendar, Ecumenism, and inculturation
brought about by Vatican II. Dr. Chan hopes that this article can
help readers have a renewal in their own liturgical and prayer
life.

With his very rich pastoral experience, Fr. John Baptist
Kwan reflects on the reforms of the Church since the Second
Vatican Council. He thinks that the reforms of Vatican IT have
not been fully implemented, and in fact have remained at a
theoretical state and have not taken root among the public.
When f{acing difficulties, the Church would avoid the reality,
and even resort to authoritarian rule to combat the
ever-changing world. The author suggests that if the Church
does not want to be marginalized or lose its direction, it is time
to summon the Third Vatican Council.
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