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FOREWORD

Following our issues on Our Popes [62] and Our Festivals
[63], this issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT presents the topic Our Reli-

gious Communities.

One of the characteristics of the Catholic Church is its variety
of religious communities. Following different traditions and spirits in

spirituality, they have enriched the life of the Church.

In its Decree on the Appropriate Renewal of the Religious
Life, the Second Vatican Council saw this appropriate renewal as
involving two simultaneous processes: (1) a continuous return to the
sources of all Christian life and to the original inspiration behind a
given community; and (2) an adjustment of the community to the
changed conditions of the times. Taking his inspiration from this
challenge of the Council, Fr. Aloysius Chang discovers that the vis-
age of the Society of Jesus must be that of a community responding
to the experience of the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. As far as
the contemporary visage of the Society of Jesus is concerned, the
author examines some twenty items of the Society's general con-
gregations to suggest essential characteristics that a Jesuit animated
by the experience of the Spiritual Exercises ought to possess in
whatever cultural environment he may find himself. Among these
characteristics are spiritual discernment and a special reverential

love for and obedience to the Pope.

Dom Anastasius Li deals first of all with misconceptions held
by outsiders concerning the enclosed life and thus goes on to ex-

plain the Cistercian vocation. A monk is neither a prayer engine nor

Ixil



Ixiil

an expert in devotion. Monks make three vows of obedience, stability,
and fidelity to the monastic life. They wordlessly bear witness to
the existence and presence of God. Their asceticism is not for the
sake of suffering but for evangelical happiness. This is the reason
behind the Chinese name of Abbot Li's Abbey, "Spiritual Joy" [Our
Lady of Joy Abbey]

Fr. Savio Hon has entitled his article / Love the Salesians, and
deals in turn with "I, "love" and "the Salesians” to present the
characteristics of the Salesians of Don Bosco. Out of love, God
created this "I" and asks that in response I love absolutely. The
origin of the Salesian community is in God's call to be a bearer of
this love, especially as a preferential love for youth, the poor and the

voiceless.

Friar William Ng describes the characteristic trait of the
Franciscans as Fraternity [fraternal love] and explores the origins
of this fraternal love in the Scriptures to suggest its viability in a
post-modern age. The author suggests that the self-emptying of
Francis, the intimate relations within the community, and the spirit
of mutual help between friars and friends within the Franciscan

family are things for which the post-modern world is longing.

Fr. Irudayasamy describes the foundation in the nineteenth
century of the Society of the Divine Word by St. Arnold Janssens,
for the purpose of spreading God's word to the whole world. This
ideal demands the proclamation of the message of peace and
redemption, and the establishing of the Christian community where
it is lacking. The Society's charisms are mutual sharing between

members and the faithful, a spirit of openness, and the building of a



new world according to the will of God within this secularized world.

A Hong Kong Discalced Carmelite Sister traces for us the
origins of her religious order and then speaks about its modern spirit.
Following the spirit of the prophet Elijah, an enclosed sister lives a
life of prayer and love, seeking union with the Lord in silence and
solitude. She seeks total renunciation and, animated by a spirit of
atonement, prays for the Church and for all of humanity.

Sr. Susanna Yeung recounts the life of her Institute's foundress,
Magdalene of Canossa, and the process by which she established
this religious community. The great love manifested by Christ on
the cross is the origin and model of the Canossian spirit. The chari-
table work of the Institute includes education, evangelization, and
the care of the sick and disabled. Foreign missionary work is one of

the charisms of this vocation.

Against the background of an examination of the emergence
and perfection of charisms in a religious order, Sr. Victoria Lau
examines the life of the foundress of the Franciscan Missionaries
of Mary, Blessed Mary of the Passion, her progress in the spiritual
life and her spirituality. This reveals the charism of the congregation,
which is to take God as one's all, to follow Jesus who became poor
for love of humanity, to accept the same mission as the Blessed
Virgin Mary, to bring Christ into the human race so as to bring life to
the world.

Sr. Lily Fung describes the origins of the Sisters of St. Paul de
Chartres. In imitation of St Paul the Apostle, the Sisters bring the

love of Christ to humanity, see Christ in everyone, and strive to

Ixiiil
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bring about the coming of the Kingdom.

Sr. Prisca Tsang recounts the life of Bishop Aloysius Versiglia
and his foundation of the Chinese religious congregation, Sisters
Announcers of the Lord. She then describes the mission of the
congregation, the manifestation of Christ to the world. The
congregation's spirit is: "To serve the Lord in joy, for the greater

glory of God".

Sr. Pauline Yuen describes how, in Quebec at the beginning of
the twentieth century, the Venerable Delia Tetreault established the
congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception,
Canada's first foreign missionary congregation. The community is
animated by a spirit of thanksgiving, evangelization, and imitation of
Mary, Mother of God. The heart of its spirituality is joy. Through
concrete missionary activity the Sisters manifest their spirit of grati-
tude to God.

Sr. Cecilia Tse illustrates how St. John Bosco founded the con-
gregation of The Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians [Salesian
Sisters] in response to an invitation of Our Lady. The name of the
community reflects its spirit: acknowledgement to Mary of graces
received and an affirmation of love for her. The aim of the congre-
gation is to respond to the needs of the Church throughout the world,
especially in the service of young women. With a spirituality centred
on Christ's love, Mary's spirit of praise and a joyful familial spirit,

they bring the good news of salvation to young women.

We apologize to the many other communities we could not in-

vite to contribute to this issue given the limitations of space.
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