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FOREWORD

Many people in the Church have lived a celibate life.
Celibacy is, moreover, required by Canon Law for clerics in
the Catholic Church. Recently there has been a lot of news
about the sexual misdemeanours of a number of clerics,
causing not a few people to wonder whether such behaviour
is not related to their celibate lifestyle. For this issue of
SHENSI/SPIRIT we have chosen the topic Vocation and
Celibacy and have invited several competent writers to
present their ideas on formation for the consecrated life.

From Scripture and Church Tradition, Fr. Robert Ng S.J.
discusses the relationship between celibacy and a vocation to
the priesthood. He explains the reason why Church
authorities continue to uphold the principle of celibacy for
the priesthood in spite of much populist opposition. With
formation on the physical, psychological and spiritual levels,
celibate clerics, cooperating with God’s grace, can joyfully
lead a life of witness.

Mr. Peter Poon’s article recounts the historical origins
and development of clerical celibacy, including its role in
both Western and Eastern Christianity. On reflection, the
author suggests that celibacy is a matter of Church Law and
is not intrinsic to the nature of the priesthood. Hence, in
response to necessities arising from different circumstances
of time and place, the Church may make adjustments. The
restoration of the permanent deaconate was a decision in
response to the signs of the times.

In spite of serious ill-health, Fr. Bernard Chu S.J. has
written one of our articles. He writes about the
complementarity of marriage and the consecrated life. Both
vocations have certain elements in common, such as intimacy
and self-transcendence. Married couples can learn from the



consecrated life how to follow more realistically the path of
married life. At the same time, from the experience of
married couples, those who lead a consecrated life can learn
ways in which to lead their life more sincerely. Both the
married and the celibate person must each cooperate with the
community and rely on the support of God’s unconditional
love and grace.

Fr. Benedict Lam’s article begins from the premise that
celibacy is for the Kingdom of God. It allows one to dedicate
oneself more freely and more effectively to the service of
God and of others in response to Christ’s love. He then
discusses the formation of seminarians, especially the
formation of a mature personality, the establishment of a
community full of friendship, and learning from Christ how
to lead a life marked by both affectivity and celibacy.
Pastoral work outside the seminary helps the seminarian to
develop healthy intimate interpersonal relationships, allowing
him to experience the meaning of celibacy and training his
ability for solitude. The celibate person must firmly believe
in the power of God’s love and must cooperate with God’s
grace to make up for human weakness.

Against the background of her engagement in Sisters’
formation, Sr. Andrina Lee FM.M. discusses the core
problem in the celibacy of religious women. Since women by
nature give priority to affectivity, the key question for
celibacy concerns the human need for intimacy, affection,
self affirmation and love. The vocation to Sisterhood is
essentially a vocation to love. The Sister must continually
learn to love others unselfishly, and especially to establish
friendship with the members of her community. Celibacy
does not mean merely the absence of sex, but rather the
change of selfish attitudes into responsible intimacy. Through
deep contemplative prayer, the Sister must release the love
deep in her heart in order to encounter and accompany
Christ.



Fr. Marciano Baptista S.J. begins his essay with the fact
that there are no examples of celibacy in the Old Testament:
Jeremiah’s “celibacy” is merely a figure of the destruction of
the Temple. In the New Testament, celibacy takes on a new
eschatological meaning. Jesus declares that only those who
have this particular vocation can voluntarily lead a celibate
life in service of the Kingdom [Mt 19:12]. He suggests that
this is the most important scriptural text referring to celibacy,
but also affirms that there are many as yet unanswered
questions awaiting our creative responses.

Fr. Edward Hsueh is a member of Focolare. He first
introduces this twentieth century ecclesial movement and
shows how its spirituality of communion and unity is a
response to the signs of the times. The movement comprises
men and women who consecrate their lives in celibacy in
community life. As a fruit of the Gospel, a response of love,
with God’s grace they lead a common life in community.
Their life is a sign of the eschatological age, a living out of
the life of the Trinity, effecting the presence of the Trinity in
a sharing community.

Ms. Mary Sheung suggests a distinction between any
ordinary meaning of “celibacy” and the special significance
of celibacy which obtains within the Catholic Church.
According to the revelation of Christ, celibacy is an integral
way of realizing the vocation to love. Celibacy is not solitude,
nor loneliness, but an exigency of love, a sharing of love. It is
a realization of the meaning of “created in the image of God”.
This way of love will encounter trials, and so requires
searching, openness. It cannot be turned in upon itself, but
must be fruitful, producing new life.

We are grateful to Ms. Veronica Soong for her
generosity in translating for this issue.
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> RAHNER, K. “On the Evangelical Counsels”, Further Theology of the
Spiritual Life 2, Theological Investigations 8 (New York: Crossroad,
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