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FOREWORD

The world is full of anger. Between nations, within
society, in the home, there is an invasion of tension, and
conflict creates unease. As Christians what can we do? Our
current issue of SHENSI/SPIRT takes up the topic of
Forgiveness and Hope. It is clear that forgiveness is a
necessary prelude to hope.

Ms. Theresa Wong’s article analyzes the relation
between forgiveness and its prelude, offence. If an offender
has been punished, justice has been done and there is no talk
of forgiveness. Forgiveness may allow an injustice to
continue without engaging in pursuit. Hence, true forgiveness
is a gift. Scripture demonstrates that God’s forgiveness is an
act of grace. Whether the sinner makes restitution or not, God
is willing to restore relationship with him. The Cross is the
zenith of God’s forgiveness, for there God was not only
wounded for the sake of forgiveness but even died for
forgiveness, declining to pursue human sin further. The
forgiveness of the Cross is the Christian’s model for
forgiveness.

Sr. Emily Wong FM.M. studies the revelation contained
in 1Cor 13:7, which affirms that “Love hopes all things”.
After a general consideration of the terms “all” and “hope”,
the author suggests that St Paul is possibly giving expression
to a basic attitude of the Christian life, namely hope. This
hope is not conformable to our ordinary experience. It is
rather a direct pointing to God’s unlimited love. The
Christian must always trust in God, no matter how grave the
situation, even in the darkness of despair. The belief that God
is with us brings light and life.



Dr. Anna Chan points out that sin is not a simple matter
of transgressing law. It is a rupture in the love relationship
between the offender and God, the offender and others. In
Christ, the God of unlimited love took upon himself all the
sins of humanity and forgave them. God’s forgiveness is the
locus of human hope. Through the Church’s sacrament of
Reconciliation, there is established a two-fold hope, the hope
which is God’s forgiveness of humanity and humanity’s
hope of being able to be forgiven by God. Repentance and
reconciliation are activities which bring grace to individuals
and society, for the one who repents determines to strive for
justice and peace in the world, thus actualizing hope for our
human commonwealth.

Catholic Spirituality, Fr. Dominic Chan V.G., suggests,
is always “a return to the Father, through Christ, with Christ,
in the Holy Spirit”. The Jubilee Year 2000 stressed the
themes of forgiveness and hope. The Hong Kong Diocesan
Synod, held in the Jubilee Year, stressed the topic of “Life”.
Life is promoted through the integrity of marriage and the
family and the multifaceted formation of our future
generations. Reconciliation can be learned and formed in this
atmosphere.

Fr. Vermander believes that there is an indispensable
relationship between forgiveness and justice. If offensive
behaviour is not reprehended and is not restituted for, it is
difficult for an individual to forgive and for the social fabric
to be restored. Forgiveness is a healing process, not a matter
of forgetting. Reflection on the past, with its
acknowledgement of hurt and repentance, can bring society
to an experience of forgiveness and renewal, thus building a
more enduring peace. The author suggests some notions that
will help to create a culture of peace, namely listening, words
of contrition and forgiveness, the courage to forgive and
inter-religious dialogue.



Ms. Corwin Lee, Ms. Peggy Ho and Ms. Cindy Wong
have collaborated on an article on “Forgiveness”. The article
consists of three stories of forgiveness bringing new life. The
stories are true, not fictional, and thus the more moving.
They furthermore allow us to see how the grace of the Holy
Spirit brings liberation. We hope our readers will be drawn to
respond.

In recent years, psychologists have investigated the
religious concepts of forgiveness and hope for their
therapeutic and educative values. Under the direction of Dr.
Eadaoin Hui, Ms. Daphne Ho and Ms. Tracy Wong, teachers
in two Catholic schools, wrote their M. Ed. theses in the area
of adolescence and forgiveness. Their article presents some
of the findings of their research, and suggests points of
contact between psychology and spirituality, specifically
Ignatian spirituality. The authors suggest that understanding
the psychological application of forgiveness will help in the
course of spiritual direction.

Our FEATURE, Listening to the Word, gathers together
some important biblical texts on forgiveness and hope. It is
our intention that these passages will lead readers into a
deeper and more fruitful reflection on our topic.

Ms. Ivy Chan, Mr. Chan Tsz Kin and Ms. Vion Ng have
helped us by translating for this issue. We are grateful to
them for their generosity in collaborating with us.
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4 52 F Schelkle, Theology of the New Testament, 102-103.

'* %% TDNT, vol.2, 532.
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Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago/London:
University of Chicago 1979) 632.
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2l % & Bauer, Greek-English Lexicon, 633.

22 TDNT, vol.5, 896.

3 J7% % Robertson & Plummer, First Epistle, 295.

* TDNT, vol.2, 530; 775]%%& G.H.Clark, ] Corinthians: A
Contemporary Commentary (Nutley: Presbyterian and Reformed 1975)
211.
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2 J Moltman and F.Herzog, The Future of Hope (New York: Herder 1970)
46.
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