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FOREWORD

The undeniable advance of modern technology has
almost made it the objective of every enterprise. Those
responsible for this development, whether corporate or
individual, have rarely taken the time to reflect on its
significance. As Pope Paul VI stated many years ago,
development “is essential if man is to develop as man, but in
a way it imprisons man if he considers it the supreme good
and it restricts his vision” [Populorum Progressio, #19]. A
richer humanity includes “an increased esteem for the dignity
of others, a turning towards the spirit of poverty, cooperation
for the common good, the will and desire for peace, an
acknowledgement by man of supreme values, and of God
their source and finality” [Populorum Progressio, #21].

This issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT deals with the topic
Modern Technology and Morality, and discusses some of the
moral issues raised by new technologies and ways of
responding to them.

The spread of AIDS during the last twenty years has
been a startling worldwide phenomenon. The moral issues
raised by the AIDS phenomenon are a matter of concern for
everyone. Fr. Louis Aldrich speaks, first of all, of the
Church’s unrelenting concern for AIDS sufferers, offering
them physical, psychological and spiritual healing. The most
effective prevention of the spread of AIDS is responsible
sexual behaviour. Those who suffer from AIDS ought never
indulge in casual sex with others, for that can endanger their
lives. Condoms can only lessen the danger but are never
absolutely safe. The author then extrapolates to the problem
of priestly pedophilia. In a proven case of such a crime,
Church authorities must remove the perpetrators from the
priestly ministry and ensure that their opportunities for



harming children are zero. The church cannot be content with
merely reducing the danger.

Ms. Mary Yuen is concerned about the question whether
new technological discoveries can in any way alleviate the
problem of poverty in the world, whether they are of any
benefit to the poor. She deals especially with three points:
information technologies, specialized medicines, and
genetically altered foods. She suggests that, if they do not
reach to a sharing of resources, a consolidated concern for
the poor and the weak, and a resolution of the consequences
of evil, then modern technologies have lost all claim to glory.
The author concludes by suggesting some elements that must
be taken into account in the resolution of the problem of
poverty and in ensuring the success of modern technologies.

Dr. Francis Mok presents the case of an old person
suffering from senility who refuses to be fed by tube, as an
entry into a discussion on some problems in medical ethics
such as patients’ rights to make decisions, who can make
decisions in place of a patient, the balance between
exercising the principle of beneficence and the principle of
non-maleficence, the distinction between ordinary and
extraordinary means, etc. From his wide experience, the
author then suggests ways of dealing with such cases.

Fr. Edmund Ryden suggests that modern technology has
given us new moral concepts. He speaks especially about the
four concepts “accuracy”, “perfection”, ‘“advance”, and
“convenience”. These four concepts have come to possess
new connotations and definitions. The author affirms modern
technology while reflecting that there is no necessity to see
these four things as the highest value in life. The author’s
English humour will frequently make the reader smile
interiorly.

From the viewpoint of professional nursing, Dr.
Samantha Pang and Ms. Chung Pui Man discuss nursing care



ethics and modern technology. New standards demand that
nursing care staff sincerely foster respect for themselves and
others, attending both to the need of the patients and the
demands of relatives and friends, respecting the sick person’s
wishes, encouraging them and cooperating with them in the
planning of nursing care. The authors make use of two case
studies to demonstrate the need for frank and sincere
communication between the nursing care staff and the sick
person’s family in really understanding the patient’s physical,
psychological and spiritual needs, thus leading to suitable
nursing care.

Fr. Anthony Chang reflects on the ethical problems
presented by modern technology. Some scientists think that
bio-technology and genetic engineering cannot be prevented
or impeded. They ought to be allowed freedom and space for
development, for this will bring humanity enormous benefits.
Many others, however, are worried that allowing
technological development unregulated priority will result in
disaster  consequences. Conservationists  suggest a
precautionary moratorium on genetically altered products. In
order to counteract the tendency of modern technology
towards materialism, the Christian must stress the total
physical, psychological and spiritual integrity of the human
person and the cosmic interaction of heaven, earth and
humanity. We must stress the mystery, dignity, uniqueness
and divinity of the human person.

Lee Wing Kit, Tse Hing Yin and Steve Kwan consider
the ethical questions posed by information obtained through
genetic research. Then they discuss the effects following on
genetic intervention consequent on the information so
obtained. Finally, from an analysis animated by Christian
faith, they suggest that all genetic investigation ought to be
guided by moral principles, and should be consonant with
human dignity and respect for life.



The article by Alice Ko, Esther Shiu and Sylvia Tse
examines the ethical questions arising from the technology of
cloning. The authors begin by defining cloning. They then
present the point of view of those who support cloning and
the reasons put forward by those who oppose it. They
conclude by presenting the Church’s standpoint, namely to
uphold the value and dignity of human life, and to oppose all
forms of materialism and commercialism. The use of any
form of technology should only be for the good of humanity,
to help us discover the wonder of life, the value of the order
that exists in nature, and the will of the Creator.
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Macroeconomies and Health: Investing in Health for Economic
Development, Dec 2001, P.86.



16 %% 54 4

B—JE AVENRBERPSBIRZER > B CH
WAL MY EEM AL E R > Z S F AT RE - 5
SEEEI RS > FELABRET 5 - BRPEIRBER MR
BB E Y] - FaBE N EELMEMERNZEY) > HhAd
B R EBERNLEEES > UEAD NEESE
B BT o 2 A TR o 8

TAMMIER - AUAAE o BTSN A A B B2 g
RY Th 82 S P9 5 BURT  1R6H S il T ey R 00 I
Wtk o (TRIPS ) #ATE RZ BHHEEP - 46T e
PR SEIEEY R A ERE R ER B
AEMEAGEE S BRERSEHE  FHEE=Y
SHEH SEEFRERER - EL S EEE B 5
) o TEMEEHETREAIBIL T - B8 B SR 24T LA O3
FEAHE H B RIEAREF - KT EXMBENHRE
T BEPERAEERABR THE (g, ®
B4 EGEC % (BFBE5E > FBEA > LT L
KB w0 B > O EEEY > SRS RS
MNEBEIN B WBHEEY > SIS PIERZEY > mg=1
RIS BB - AL R s R ERNEE -
HE SR A M R IR BRI RIS T R R
REINHS  (BEZ ERHEE S G BN+ B AR
B R o 10

HHIte] R - fEREE R A - TERERE TN EHEE
REWREYI BN ER  LAFEMERRE LK
EREZENRMFENGL L - BT HHRPUNEYHENE
BERMAR - BB R e AR - hEER - A

S OTEYEMNE, EIR BS e _EEE

° TRIPS 44 Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights ©

" FEE 8



HHRARREHE 17

Regds B B RS ELE S ( BEA ESNEAERE
%) HEBHBERABROEYEKREERT > 85
B SRR S 5 B > ANSA R WG R ~ IR EE A
FETEBEREB AT EESRERERYE RER T
DURIE %0 &7 255 - B2 th4E i v 4 321 »
U DABRE A B BRI LI R E AR SR E B
B EERNEE -ENAE EEEARMEHRTAE
HYEL > BB AN ST B AR o

1.3 ERTRERARMEEBRHME

A LKl T#2 ( genetic engineering ) £r#)sr & K
( genetic modification ) &%) > B H =8B B EWH T - #%
EEERREYF oHLE > AREAB-ELEWERN -
flan - RIBRESIHBEaBANEEEREGHEER N2
et BEATENZA > BEHRENNIES N - &
EHERUGE BYOBBATE] BE LGN ESsE £t
W~ PUE - MIREBIFIMERE D > LEAIMEEREEER
PG MR E R A SGE I LY INE (T - AR K
o ALEEMEA S - Fit > SF kO ER GRS
WHEAFKMENT  EE L ALFRCHETFERFE XS
HTEME"

ERTIEER I EAERIEMEYER  MALAUR
BEMEANEAEEME AMEEERIENERE
o CERSEEER  UBERMEEMEREEMH
B o XEEEEF /A F & WLE (Mansanto ) DA X HAIESE
EYRHERIAT  MABEARES  LEZERERTRE

"R
P M (mERRERIGERYIEE) BB E 0 H 13



18 &% 54 #

Dl E A ORE A e et e E o P

SRITT » BRI BE R TA% Ao i35 Tl Rl 5 A 244 ) LA B B
R RO K (S PTas » TTA (MBI 2 E 8 B h
KOFIBEBTISER (B2 HESEREY » IR B
BEESAFEIMEERE Y HEL AOBBEHER
TREEERMIERE  A2BASREEAE - st
B HEBAOET —52 " RNEHE SHAE K
Mk EER (BRS NBEEINRS - T VEEHE
Ri/NERBSEESEREY £ ENRAH  RMER
ANFIHAA B BEE H R 2R flingE
R EY > SREFWIRNER > BMEEEE 5L
ERSEEEEYETOER FRERSMEMEIHA
2 TR AR A S R E Y ERC B AIH % - )T IR IB S
BAFIREAEGE - EEABRARLRBEENEE > &
B ENEN A TH

NH EREMEEZHERESE  TREREA -
AEREAENBEYIEEZ2HXBRYERT 2 ZU+ BE
28 ozt tmBmAEEESYrS T MiELn
BEEMREFEERRES - #REREMOA FRAMEE
IR E BB -

> John Robbins, “Are Genetically Altered Foods the Answer to World
Hunger? ”, in The Food Revolution: How Your Diet Can Save Your
Life and the World, Berkeley: Conari Press. Also in Earth Island
Journal, Winter 2001-2002, Vol. 16, No.4.
(www.earthisland.org/eijournal)

" Anup Shah, “Genetic Engineered Food”, in Global Issues Website
(www.globalissues.org/Envissues/GEFood.asp), updated by March
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* Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, “Intellectual Property Rights,
Biotechnology and Farmers’ Rights,” in Ethical Reflections on Current
Social Issues, Rome, 2000, P.15-16.
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There are four basic assumptions in the genetic-determinist paradigm:

® Genes determine characteristics in a straightforward, additive (that is,
non-interactive) way.

® Genes and genomes are stable and, except for rare random mutations,
are passed on unchanged to the next generation.

® Genes and genomes cannot be changed directly in response to the
environment.

® Acquired characteristics cannot be inherited.
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