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FOREWORD

Since Vatican II, the status of the ordinary faithful has
been greatly enhanced, and the Church encourages them to
belong to lay communities so as to make an even greater
contribution to the work of evangelization. “The laity who in
pursuit of their vocation have become members of one of the
associations or institutes approved by the Church are
faithfully trying to adopt the special characteristics of the
spiritual life which are proper to these as well.” [Vatican I,
Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, #4]. For this issue of
SHENSI/SPIRIT we have chosen the topic “Lay Christian
Communities.” We have asked specially qualified authors to
present various aspects of the topic, and several such
communities to present their own spirituality or apostolic
work.

Fr. Thomas Mclntyre’s article investigates the history of
lay communities in the Church. He illustrates how various
movements in the Church have through the centuries
influenced lay Christian communities and helped lay people
in their pursuit of virtue: the House Churches of the early
ages of the Church, the Benedictine “Oblates” of the 6"
Century, the Third Orders attached to the great religious
orders in the 12™ Century, the Sodality of Our Lady with its
roots in the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the various
Catholic apostolic movements at the end of the 19™ Century.
Since Vatican II has affirmed the mission and status of the
laity, the author believes that we see in future more lay
people admitted to canonization as saints.

Fr. Savio Hon suggests that the purpose of a community
of Christians is to help people to live out the mandate of love
and so attain to the purpose of existence. However



dissipation of their charism and lack of spiritual clarity can
bring about an identity crisis for these communities. The
author suggests that deeper prayer draws one closer to the
Blessed Trinity whereas communal spirituality draws one
closer to one’s brothers and sisters, the conviction of holiness
draws one towards perfect and faithful service. This maturity
in faith helps a community to find the meaning of life in God.

Ms. Victoria Yeung begins her article by introducing the
contents of the Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in Asia,
promulgated by Pope John Paul II in New Delhi, India in
1999. This Exhortation insists that missiology must be
grounded in Christ and the Holy Spirit. In the work of
evangelization, communion and dialogue are necessary
elements. The author then goes on to reflect on the Christian
community’s mission to evangelize, with particular reference
to the laity’s cooperative ministry, the inculturation of the
Gospel, and religious dialogue.

Although Christians who surf the Internet do not as yet
constitute any purposeful community, nevertheless Fr.
Stephen Tong suggests that this activity can help people to
reflect on the question of Internet Spirituality. The author
begins in an ascending order from the structure of human
knowing, namely experience, understanding, judgement, and
decision, and views the question of Internet spirituality from
this perspective. Then he proceeds to discuss the question in
a descending order, namely from the communication of the
values and good news brought by Christ. The former
emphasizes the interior human effort to proceed dialectically,
whereas the latter emphasizes a listening attitude to the
transcendent God, an acceptance and communication of what
is heard.

From the starting point of a reflection on the history of
the Christian Life Community [formerly Sodality of Our



Lady], Fr. Sean O Cearbhallain shows how this autonomous
lay community finds the source and characteristic instrument
of its spirituality in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of
Loyola. The Spiritual Exercises helps each member of the
community to come to an understanding that the purpose of
our existence is to praise, reverence and serve God. Through
personal or communal apostolic ministry, each member
realizes his or her interior call and mission.

The Hong Kong Catholic Lay Missionary Association
is a community enabling lay people to go abroad on
missionary work. Mr. Joshua Au Yeung analyzes three
essential elements of the spirituality of this association:
leaving, being with, and returning. “Leaving” creates a new
life, including personal and territorial separation and spiritual
renunciation. “Being with” means bringing the Gospel into
the receiving community and being with them rather than the
intention of getting them to change their religion.
“Returning” is not a triumphal conquest. It is a bringing of
witness and vision to one’s own local Church.

Fr. Ferdinand Lok suggests that the very name “Legion
of Mary” highlights the spirit of this lay community, namely
an imitation of the spirituality of Mary, and the fidelity,
courage, patience and discipline of the soldier. The mission
of the Legion of Mary is to consecrate oneself, and to
sanctify others. The former entails taking Christ as the centre
of one’s life and walking in the way of perfection through
Scripture reading, prayer, reception of the sacraments, retreat,
meetings, work. The latter is attained through the work of
evangelization, bringing others to know Christ and to accept
his saving grace.

Dr. Sammy Sou suggests that the Renewal in the Spirit
community had a long-range mission, and uses this as a
criterion to assess the health of growth of the community.



Xiiil

Using this long-range as an orientation, mission can be
summarized under five headings: Love of God, love of
people, evangelization, a community of belonging, formation.
This community with its long-range mission helps people to
become mature, to experience God’s love, to feel the fullness
of human life, to understand the meaning of life.

In his article, Mr. Richard Hui relates how Faith
Paradise Prayer Group, a newly established lay community,
was formed. Through the imposition of hands, God called
each member to conversion. This experience changed their
lives. Thereafter in each Sunday Mass and Friday evening
Mass, they praise and reverence God through prayer and
singing. This also helps other participants to share the joy of
their hearts.

Mr. and Mrs. Chan Chi Sheung describe how the Couple
Co-creation Society was formed and developed, the
difficulties faced and their vision for the future. This
community stresses ‘walking together in companionship’. It
sees people as the most important asset. Hence, members
learn to respect each other and to form one another. Through
the influence of one married couple on another married
couple, one family helps to form another family. Though this
community is open to non-Christians, it puts a great emphasis
on faith. For the more one searches one’s interior being, the
more one can come to know oneself and get closer to God.
God becomes the basis of growth for each person, and the
community’s necessary orientation towards maturity.

In his article on the Salesian Co-operators, Mr. Yu Chun
Wah explains how this community was established and
introduces its spirituality and apostolic work. In accordance
with the community “Rules of Apostolic Life”, members can
enage in apostolic work either in their personal capabity or as
community members. This lay organization has over one



hundred years of history. Before Vatican II affirmed in its
documents the involvement of lay people in the building of
the Kingdom of God, the Salesian Co-operators already
marvellously shared such a spirit of mission.

We are grateful to Ms. Sandra Chan, Ms. Agnes Cheung,
Mr. Caesar Chan, and Mr. Matthew Chu, for their generous
and unfailing help in translating for this issue of
SHENSI/SPIRIT.
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2 The Life of Saint Teresa of Avila by Herself, Chapter 14, p.100 °



TAE4E ) &S 113

RUESHE PR - (BH-FER - fhHR M —EEEZRE
> IS AMERMNWE @ EitT 2 RERLNER -
I B2 OTRRSEE SR ENEEAMAIE - ith {5 (0
MREBESHL > HAEMHWEEL T oE T -

— (I B HHK I EM T EERATEE o ARG
SERETERE—(IRENE - fREFHB 5
(BEHER - Pl B - D BT AEER
EREME#ERT - 7R EMRESMAITEES L
BERER > BRI E AT  EERE
BLE(IREM BEMT o

BUFEZT - EEE RS B - R
MR TATREE) o EEI R T M BRI E & o ity
SRS BT > EERT BB E AR TR o REBR
F o MBETEMBE  FHERREREGR U
BT 26 2 5 H R -

A XBHRMAERTEHLBREHEERMR &
BFRMEES MR RETHAEEERETHEEREN
T

H-RKERMABHEFES B ERGRE " FER
%, 1% B—-UMXHERMAR  —EARTENTEER
FEEEFEEENGIE > ERBAELSEREERT
[ !

ERWIRAMEZARMERHBRMWARITEZ
EEEENEFHN G — AR A BIEETE Y
B FERE R S RBENF - — LB M A st
T RES BB T @R akdh o (HELANEF - F—L
RAGEZRER T MARERHHINBEEE2MUE
HHBM - REAMES > KABEMR LA EH —EHFF
FEHARBEEE - UESE FETHERHMELEANE



114 # 5% 52 #

EECGEEEXNHFN G HE-LGEBESIAG# T
AmBUANRRAE - MR E T B DIRMIHLEEER
HARE  ARERMRE R ERTEEE EPIFN 5 ey
A SEHR S HM T B ERBERE o

BMESEERLMESHHBRTHINMNET —M@
RET > SLEBFET AR EE LM - Bl 3Rtk
EEMBH R LG  ZREERE > MAEEMPL
PEE - TEERENES -

EEERIRE

MR R MR R R EBR#H
BAEMNEESGR T BECE  MAEHRENES - &
{FIrEEL 98 11 BR R £ 7 e — (B ZEMARHA Lo 1H
AL REY  TEESEME ® - WA HBHNE
NE—HENZL  BAZEERSINLERREMZ S
HMWEBRRE  FRMERE A ESEE > AE TR
5% A REFHIE IR P E BAK BAE /N F - RANEFIBES5E
R WAV R GE TR B hnER - KSR
H O YR — (B ERNE L BT #EFiE
85y HAEEE AU TEE R M E S X
B AREMERSREAT A B EBERMELIRE -

BRAREEBELEMTRMARRKE » AL EH
A EM b EIEERAMEOA FEE BRI - 3T 0B HE (R
0 iR E A MR REERE - BT EBEEREMN

TR L R ERMIBERE WAL AR — i A
Kt FRRFEFRT— DO SEHER - EEIHEE > WAAEE
AW T RS - ZERERER EHRHR
BAMKRTUARBHRBY —HFRAER > WRFAFE
HAMBEHMHNREBRE>EZRMATENOER -



Mizipse @, 9 EHS 115

WAERMARMESE TSGR LT > BFFTKE
B%$é¢7ﬁ%£%@ﬁiim@ﬁ’ﬁT TEeH —
ﬁﬁﬁfﬂrﬂmXﬁE%%ﬁﬁ@f FBEHMAgEE

P RS E S | BRI MR I S R R IFER
ﬁﬁ&ﬂﬁ%m%@%%b’ihﬂ%ﬁAfgﬁ@ﬁﬁ
IR FACHAE | FEEAM DAL R EROR 0 5 2\ Ak 7k iR E
AWML | BEMERAGE | EREE ! SEREE !
qE A& EE |

FFIBYfE s

RIBLHES

HMBREMEREZS CHFESERE 2R
T ABRMATGRIERRERT -GRMAGEEF
TEHT B > IR R T (B B SR B AT T B
% BEEERMAERABUKENBEEET M1
e - T FENTIE L HE R — AR R EWISHEZAIIFHE] -

BRIBRTS

BMERESE T —LERENE R BF L EMA
BiMERE ZEBN  (EAMEREK TREEEREN
HLME R FIR 5 —F  E bR %@J&i’ S U
HIEME B B EHE BB MM - Sk > Hrp—L
RiF@EERMEEA Liﬁ—%ﬁ}iéﬁéﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁf&ffﬂ
W EEINABEE -

B BARRBUESHALTATIRFLFIEEE
SFHR—EBRAABLAR | AR 1B R FIEEERY
EE > THRMAEARENE THERKAFABEENESR
H) o BETWHIE > BFEHIEEEHEEWEDR > R —#

82N - EEFIAEm—RTE H2K !



116 44 %% 52 #

HRAEHEMENFRE  HEHHREE RS B
RIEFUERIRE L - B HE T HFHE A2 - FEHM
ALUEESMEBEYINLEERFE > S FHILHBMEK - B
—ix > —(ILER T SEEER IR » L X — (I {EE R
PURBZIRAV B - BRI R - RATE P —LL
FIFIACH G EE — LB 5 1B B M B RIZ T R

BRER ; 1 LERF IR &R 1 CFIE G MR I AR ER -
EELRGT HFILEE —LZe B ERMARS-

TEMMEEE L AYASR

A8 WMBBBHFE - A G 1L LT o 48
ERTIEERMEERRE | IEEZRINTERE? g
REBHERRT ? HAFE ©

(BRGEESEENE
"R AN SR R EE A AT R 4R 7
FEEARMIATR » B A

T BRABSERR  WRTFHM LB AL
HEBREEER M|

2E£E

The Life of Saint Teresa of Avila by Herself, translated by J.M.
Cohen, 1957, Penguin Books, Chapters 11-16.
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