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FOREWORD

It is not uncommon for people to encounter strange
phenomena. When science cannot explain such phenomena,
many people attribute their origin to spirits or to the devil.
Others, however, would consider such attribution to be
superstition. This issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT investigates the
topic of spirits and superstition from various points of view.

Fr. Aloysius Chang discusses spirits from the stance of
Christian faith. Scripture would suggest that the spiritual
phenomenon of Jesus is to be understood in the order of
creation. In the order of salvation, we must see the spiritual
phenomenon of Jesus as a revelatory sign, manifesting the
power of God. The Church also looks at spirits from the
perspective of the order of salvation. Spirits must be auxiliary
to the work of salvation; otherwise they would be obstacles to
faith. Superstition is a deviant attitude towards religion.
Superstition is forbidden by the Church, not primarily because
reason and science cannot support it, but rather because it is
deviant faith, hindering the development of the life of grace.

Fr. William Lo approaches the discussion of extraordinary
phenomena and superstition by examining several examples in
Scripture. The plagues visited upon Egypt by God in the Book
of Exodus illustrate that God is the Lord of history, with a
providential care for humanity and the whole universe and
their history. The story of Balaam in the Book of Numbers
illustrates that magic cannot change God’s salvific plan. In the
New Testament, Jesus’ exorcisms are an appropriation of his
authority, and he bestows on his disciples this power to resist
the powers of darkness. With reference to the problem of ill
fate the author shows from the plights of Tobit and Sara in the
Book of Tobit that God will provide if we but trust in Him.

The article by Dr. Sammy So takes a different approach to
this problematic. He suggests that even if horoscopy, palmistry,
and divination be clothed in scientific or statistical garments,



they cannot in fact claim any support from either science or
statistics. Even if the outcome foretold by these things were to
turn out to be accurate, that may come from the powers of
darkness as much as from human skill. In distinguishing
whether extraordinary phenomena come from the powers of
darkness or from the vitality of nature, we should, the author
suggests, have recourse to liberating prayer and objective
evidence, to prevent the manifestation of the power of
darkness.

Fr. George Zee has studied the diagnostics under
well-known masters and has become acquainted with the
science of palmistry. His article recognizes that palmistry is a
subtle science, as it can help in the rational analysis of a
person’s character. In a certain sense it is a kind of
approximative statistics. Exaggerated palmistry however,
becomes superstition. The author appeals for a cessation of
conflict between faith and science, since they both belong to
different realms of meaning. The believer should maintain an
objective, open, discerning attitude towards the accumulated
wisdom of Chinese culture.

Ms. Lee Pui Ling investigates the background, process and
significance of the story of Jesus healing the Gadarene
demoniac in Mt 8:28-34, as a reflection on her work with
mentally ill patients. Although mental illness cannot be
equated with demoniac possession, the author concludes that in
the story the two demoniac manifest symptoms that point in a
high degree to mental illness. That Jesus exorcized demons is a
factual part of his evangelization. There is a close relationship
between his exorcisms and his healing miracles. He responds
to the psychological needs of the possessed person. He
sacrifices the herd of swine leading to pitiless rejection by the
people of the place. Jesus’ way of helping people is revelatory.

There is a common belief that the spirit world transcends
that of physical materiality. Fr. Benoit Vermander writes on
society and religion among the “Yi” people of Liangshan in



X

Sichuan, China. He finds that belief in the spirit world is
coextensive with the struggle for survival in circumstances of
suffering. Sacrificial rituals signify a spirit of solidarity within
the family and neighbouring society. Sharing the food offered
in sacrificial rituals in order to purge demons is an affirmation
of covenant. It affirms the strength justice and solidarity in
face of loneliness, violence, sickness, death. People use this
type of belief in spirits and sacrificial rituals to deal with
disasters which threaten society. 7

Fr. Thomas Kwan’s article demonstrates that initially the
ancient Chinese used divination to ascertain good luck and bad
fortune without implying any particular ethical teaching.
Through a long history of development, however, there
emerged the 64 diagrams of the I Ching [The Book of
Changes], by which divination grew beyond superstition to
become a particular moral stance. The I Ching enables one to
look at a problem from different perspectives and to obtain a
more complete understanding of it. This allowed the
emergence of attitudes towards managing affairs and guiding
people and the attainment of unchangeable truth in the midst of
changeability.

As a psychiatrist, Dr. John Kwong looks to science,
particularly medical science for an explanation of
extraordinary phenomena such as sleep paralysis, encounter
with evil spirits and with good fairies, the evocation of spirits.
He acknowledges, however, that there are many “supernatural”
phenomena which are not yet satisfactorily accounted for. With
respect to such phenomena, the Christian should maintain an
open mind. The author finally expresses a hope for an earnest
dialogue between science and religion

Ms. Agnes Cheung has provided the translation for this
issue. We are grateful to her for her generous cooperation. In
this issue we have provided a Systematic and Author Index to
Volumes 41-50 for the benefit of our readers.
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( ed.) ,Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1990, 649.
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7 A. B. Bruce, The Expositor s Greek Testament I: Synoptic Gospels,
Grand Repids Book Manufacturers Inc., Grand Repids, 1970,145.
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