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FOREWORD

The early Church quickly developed the practice of
venerating the memory of those who had suffered martyrdom for
the sake of the Lord. This veneration came to include pilgrimage to
their tombs to pray, asking for their intercession, calling the
“Saints”. In time, the category of “Saints” extended to include
more than the martyrs. Confessors were also called “Saints” for
they were models of Christian lives of faith. We have chosen
“Saints” as the topic for this issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT and have
asked various qualified writers to treat different aspects of the
Church’s tradition of canonizing holy men and women.

Fr. Paul Molinari S.J. is an expert in the causes for
canonization and writes for us on the theology of canonization. In
the Incarnation, Christ lived the fullness of a human life, and in
every age there have been men and women who have followed the
grace of the Holy Spirit and “put on Christ”. Christ’s work of
redemption continues through the lives of those who yield to the
grace of the Spirit. These people have not only given their lives in
martyrdom for the Lord in times of persecution. In their daily lives
they have unconditionally surrendered themselves to Christ. The
Church feels the responsibility of making these holy people known
to the faithful at large, for the holiness of the countenance of Christ
can be seen in them. The example of the Saints, their intercession,
their veneration, can all lead us in our search for God.

Fr. Carlo Socol S.D.B. is a Church historian. His article traces
for us the historical development of the canonization of Saints. In
the first five centuries, the Church had no special procedures for
canonization. The local Bishop had the authority of permitting the
veneration of martyrs. From the fifth to the tenth centuries, there
appeared the phenomenon of the “Confessors”. The exhumation,
translation and exaltation of the bodies of these holy people
became the starting point for their legitimate veneration. By the
twelfth century, the authority for canonization was restricted to the
Pope and beatification came to be part of the process of
canonization. Nowadays, the Pope has simplified the process, so



that the actual rite of canonization may be celebrated outside of
Rome.

Fr. Thomas Law urges us to see the Saints as witnesses to a
life of faith and fidelity. Our veneration of the Saints affirms the
radical nature of the grace of Christ, whereby anyone of us is
capable of sanctity. For sanctification depends, not on ourselves,
but on the power of the Holy Spirit. The veneration of the Saints
reveals the relationship of the members of the Mystical Body of
Christ with each other and with the Mystical Body itself. The
Saints, the living and the dead are united in the Communion of the
Saints. The veneration of the saints allows us even in this life to
have a foretaste of our heavenly communion with them and with
God, reminding us of where we truly belong.

Chinese culture has also traditionally revered the “Saint”. Fr.
Edward Chau investigates the notion of “Saint” in Lao Tsz’s Tao
Te Ching. This classic speaks about the “Saint” some thirty-two
times. The “Saint” is one who possesses the wisdom of knowing
the Tao, that is the wisdom of interior sanctity and of external
governance, not apparently doing anything yet doing everything,
leading a life guided by the virtue which flows naturally from the
Tao, allowing “to care and not to care”, realizing virtue in life. The
“Saint” eschews all selfishness and walks in the way of Tao, acting
without appearing to act. On the other hand, he is a man who
grasps that which is most essential. He uses simplicity to
overcome complexity, and is not embroiled in many affairs. This
concept of sanctity helps one to deal with such problems as desire,
affliction and disaster.

As a member of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, Sr.
Victoria Lau FM.M. uses the cause of the foundress of her
community to explain the Church’s process of canonization and its
significance. This process has changed somewhat since Vatican II.
The cause of the FM.M. foundress began with the older process
and now continues in the time of the newer process. This slow
process on the one hand illustrates some of the changes that have
occurred in the Church over the last hundred years and on the other
helps to highlight the working of the Holy Spirit in human history.
Whether the glorification of a foundress comes early or late, it



allows us to see all that God does through her. The ensuing sense
of gratitude for the deep significance of God’s love for us is what
matters most.

The cause of the Venerable Gabriel M. Allegra O.F.M. has
been introduced. As a spiritual son, Fr. Paul Pang O.F.M. speaks
about Fr. Allegra, his spiritual master. Father Allegra led his
Franciscan confreres in translating the Bible into Chinese. Named
in Chinese as “The Scotus Translation” after Duns Scotus, the
patron of the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum O.F.M. in Hong
Kong, this translation has been of inestimable importance in
cultivating a taste for the Word of God in our Catholic faithful. In
addition, many were led to God through Fr. Allegra’s humility,
poverty, sincerity, self-abnegation and fidelity, his devotion to God,
to Scripture, to Our Lady, to the Church, and his love for China.

Mr. Lee Yiu-keung looks at the significance of the
Communion of Saints and of the veneration of Saints from the
perspective of a Protestant. He acknowledges the discomfort of
many Protestants in praying to Saints for their intercession. But an
understanding of the meaning of the Communion of Saints can
strengthen the spiritual life of believers by drawing them into
closer union with the Saint. The exemplary lives of the Saints
allow us to see in them the image of God. This leads to
self-renewal and a deeper love for the Lord.

Mr. Kwan Kwok-yan reflects on the film “The Third
Miracle” to look at some of the challenges of religion. People
believe in reason and reject the notion of the miraculous and yet at
the same time wish for saints. The author suggests that belief in the
miraculous or in saints is not necessarily irrational, and the
veneration of the Saints need not be dismissed as superstition. In
the film, the protagonist carries out an investigation into the
canonization process and, as a result, his wavering faith is
strengthened, thus bringing about a positive appreciation of
holiness.

We are grateful to the help given us by our translators for this
issue, Fr. Gregory Koay S.J., and Mr. Caesar Chan.
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