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FOREWORD

It has been said that no man is an island. We are all
intimately connected, so that interdependence is necessary
for life and survival. Interpersonal relationships can be quite
complicated, while social order is preserved through the
medium of laws. Hence there is born the need for ethical
teaching. The ancient Chinese had a theory of five social
norms, regulating the most important interpersonal
relationships. This issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT deals with social
ethic, discussing the relationships between individual and
social rights and voluntary service, and other such related
questions. This helps to complement what is comparatively
weak in traditional Chinese teaching.

Fr. McIntyre’s article suggests that there is a message of
social concern in both the Old and New Testaments. He
discusses the teaching of three early Christians of the Church
at Antioch to show how the early Church practiced social
concern. The first is St. Matthew. Many modern scholars
hold that he composed his Gospel in Antioch. The second is
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr. The third is John
Chrysostom, a resident of Antioch. Though none of them
effected any radical social changes, they all nevertheless
taught that respect for the human person should be based on
what the reality of the human person rather than on
possessions. The vocation to love God is the firmest basis for
the radical reform of society.

On the basis of the Gospel spirit, the rule of faith and
practical experience, the Church has developed a social
teaching. From thirteen Papal Encyclicals from Leo XIII's
Rerum Novarum to John Paul II’s Centesimus Annus, Ms
Mary Yuen has chosen material to illustrate the source and
development of Catholic social teaching. She synthesizes this



teaching in eight core topics. The article illustrates for us
some of the principles of social behaviour which are
consonant with human dignity. The author expresses the hope
that we will in accordance with these principles promote
justice and be socially concerned.

Fr. Frank Brennan’s article suggests some of the steps
required of us if we are to establish a just society, and
chooses three of the steps for further discussion, namely
interdependence, solidarity and participation. The author
writes from his rich experience of working with refugees and
marginalized people to suggest the type of spirituality
necessary for us as Christians if we are to engage in work for
Justice.

Fr. Anselm Lam begins from the notion that a country is
established by its citizens to suggest how different concepts
of citizenship influence the development of countries. He
introduces different concepts of civics, especially those
advocated by T.H. Marshall, Giddens, Michael Mann, to
show that the central point in the definition of citizen lies in
social responsibility and willing cooperation. Citizen must
possess a sense of civic responsibility and civic virtue. The
manner in which different notions of citizen can coexist with
the one society is one of the problems that must be faced by
developing societies.

Fr. Michael Yeung asserts that the purpose of education
is not merely the acquisition of knowledge and techniques. It
is rather the development of the human person, the
realization of human value and dignity. The Catholic Church
stresses holistic education. This includes evangelization,
value education, as well as imparting knowledge. The link
between these three objectives is precisely socio-ethical
formation. This socio-ethical formation can strengthen
human intersubjectivity through amelioration and education.



xi

Mr. John Chen affirms the traditional Chinese evaluation
of Confucianism as of primary importance, Taoism as of
secondary importance, and Buddhism as an import. He uses
six tenets of Confucianism regarding the process of
maturation to illustrate traditional Chinese ethics: family
ethics, belief in Heaven, the Middle Way, fundamental
personal integrity, earnestness in learning coupled with
respect for the teacher, reverential respect for ancestors and
the elderly. At the beginning of the twentieth century, this
traditional ethical thinking was attacked on the basis of the
need for personal development as the path to empowerment.
Thus one moves forward from a people-centred stance
towards democracy. One moves forward from a stance that
equally values knowledge and virtue towards the necessity of
fostering personal formation and cultivation culture. Catholic
education would thus gain greater efficacy if it could
integrate traditional Chinese ethical thought into religious
classes.

Using Pope John Paul II’s 1990 World Day of Peace
Message, “The Ecology Crisis: A Common Responsibility”,
Fr. Anthony Chang shows how concern for fostering a
healthy environment is the responsibility of all. As such, this
concern is an important part of a life of faith. He then goes on
to synthesize the topics in of an ethics for environmental
concern under three headings, namely technological level,
social, political and economical level, deeper level of culture.
Meeting the environmental crisis in a responsibly way will
deepen the mind and heart of faith, drawing us loser to God.

Fr Stephen Chan delineates the central elements in social
teaching, including social phenomena, descriptive analysis
and influence on the human person, denunciation of elements
which are against principles of faith. This social teaching can
be used to evaluate public policy, even to establish a more



xii

just society. In the course of history, social teaching has
responded to social crises, and so cannot be separated from
the social phenomena. Social teaching must be based on
social research and then add theological reflection, so that it
finds root in the optimism deriving from salvation history.
Such a social teaching can provide humanity with a new hope,
fostering the knowledge of God as the "Lord of history"

We have had the help of Ms. Liu Pui-lan and Mr.
Matthew Chu in translating articles for this issue. We are
sincerely grateful for their generous help.
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3 T. H. Marshall, "Citizenship & Social Class" in T.H. Marshall, Class,
Citizenship and Social Development (Chicago: 1973)

* T.H. Marshall, “Citizenship and Social Class”, 92-93.
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> A. Giddens, "Class division, class conflict and citizenship rights" in A.
Giddens, Profiles & Citizens in Social Theory (London: 1982) D. Held,
Citizenship and autonomy in Political theory and the Modern state
(Cambridge: 1989)

® M. Mann, "Ruling class strategies and citizenship" Sociology Vol. 21,
No. 3, 339-354.

7 Bryan S. Turner, "Outline of a theory of citizenship" Sociology Vol. 24,
No. 2, 1990, 189-217.
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* Will Kymlicka and Wayre Norman, "Return of the Citizen: A Survey of
recent work on Citizenship Theory" in Theorizing Citizenship, edited
by R. Beiner, 1995, 286-288.
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"* A. Oldfield, Citizenship and Community: Civic Republicanism and the
Modern World, London: Routledge, 1990

' W. Galston, Liberal Purposes:Goods, Virtues, and Duties in the Liberal
State, Cambridge University Press, 1991, 221-224.
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