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FOREWORD

The Jubilee Year 2000 is a year of glory for Christians, for it
manifests the influence of Christ on the world and on human
history. Christians, however, must be aware that they should
not remain on the superficial levels of the celebration,
neglecting to enter into deeper reflection. In taking The Great
Jubilee as the theme for this issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT, we
hope to help readers to understand the significance of the
celebration.

Ms. Teresa Wong traces the Biblical tradition of the Jubilee
from its origins, and analyzes its significance from the
perspectives of Old Testament sociology, theology and
morality. This leads into a development of its messianic
significance in the New Testament. Through the coming of
Jesus Christ, the Old Testament Jubilee Year has become a
realization in this age of the grace of the Kingdom of God.
Luke is the author who best brings out this message. Those
who believe in Jesus can imitate his example by becoming
the poor of the Kingdom of God.

Monsignor Andrew Chao first of all explains the meaning of
“Common Era” and “Jubilee” and the arrangements for the
Jubilee Year. Then he deals with the preparations for the
Jubilee Year and the Church’s expectations. It is hoped that
the celebrations will help the Church to reflect and evaluate,
to be renewed and recreated. The author then explains all the
liturgical celebrations of the Jubilee. The article presents
readers with an integrated view of the Jubilee.

Ms. Chao Rung-ju invites Christians, in the midst of the
bustle of Jubilee celebrations, to take time to reflect on the
reason for the celebration and on the ways in which to
celebrate. Remembering the testimony of St. Paul, the author
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looks to the person of Jesus Christ to discover the great
mercy and love of the Father and so to discover again the
roots of personal faith. Each Christian has to make a
personal appropriation of his or her identity and mission,
especially in this Jubilee Year, manifesting in life the graces
received.

Fr. Dominic Chan suggests that, since the joy of the Jubilee
rests on the forgiveness of sin and repentance, reconciliation
is an indispensable part of the celebrations, resulting in a
concern for those who are poor and disadvantaged. From the
perspective of the Gospel, each one is in need of
reconciliation. Reconciliation with God must come first so
that reconciliation with each other is rendered possible. The
author encourages the Faithful to receive the special grace of
the Jubilee through the sacrament of reconciliation.

Sr. Maria Ko was present at the Pontifical Liturgy of the
Opening of the Holy Door. She takes “door” as her theme,
reflecting on the significance of the “door” in Chinese culture,
then going on to a consideration of “door” in the Bible,
where Jesus is the “door” through whom one may enter into
the eternal family of God. Passing through the Holy Door is a
symbol signifying that the family of God together advances
towards the heavenly Jerusalem. [Those who do not read
Chinese need to be aware that the Chinese term for “disciple”
includes the ideograph for “door”].

Fr. Lionel Goh explains that “pilgrimage” means that,
passing through sacred space and sacred time, we come to an
encounter with God. A Pilgrimage includes three stages:
beginning of the journey, the journey itself, the return journey.
The beginning of the journey means that one consciously
leaves one’s own familiar place, leaving everything in



God’shands. During the journey itself, the pilgrim accepts the
difficulties of the journey as a necessary way in which to
purify oneself and encounter God. The holy experience of an
encounter with God in the holy place makes one a new
person. The return journey means that the pilgrim returns
with a heart made new to a world that is still old and worn,
where one can see everything from a new perspective.

By examining the tradition of icons, Ms. Teresa Chien looks
at the way in which Christians have over two thousands years
used the beauty of icons to express their faith, to pass on that
faith, to proclaim that faith to the world. Through the icons,
Christians artists have helped people to contemplate and
experience the Trinity and the Kingdom of God, not available
to ordinary sight. The author thinks that an inculturation of
the icon would not only help people to attain a deeper
encounter with God, but would also prove a great help to
Christian unity and to interreligious dialogue. Thus the icon
could be a symbol of our striving in the third millennium.

The bestowal of an indulgence is one of the symbols of the
Jubilee. Fr. Peter Choy’s article shows that indulgences are a
way of reconciliation between humanity and God. He points
to the communitarian dimension of sin, the Communion of
Saints, the Church as the special place for the dispensation of
the grace of salvation. The article also clarifies some
negative aspects, impressions and expressions related to
indulgences.

We also present the Appendix from the Apostolic
Penitentiary’s Document, Conditions for Gaining the Jubilee
Indulgence, to help those who desire to receive the
indulgence understand what they must do.
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12 Michel Quenot, The Icon: Window on the Kingdom, 23-25.
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"* James Snyder, Medieval Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture/4"-14"
Century, 322-324; Rome, Florence, Venice (Florence: Poligrafico
Fiorentino, 1994), 64.
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16 San Clement (Rome: Collegio S. Clemente, 1992), figs.3, 6-8 ; Afii52:
B BB (FEHIEKR) » 70-73 ¢
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181 eonid Quspensky, Vladimir Lossky, The Meaning of Icons, the 4®
printing (New York: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1994), 157-160.

11 eonid Ouspensky, Vladimir Lossky, The Meaning of Icons, 185-188.

© HiREGRERIAFEZHE  oER  BRESE  (REW - LF
By “h (&b BB ARE » 1992 )0 251-58 5 Leonid Ouspensky
and Vladimir Lossky, The Meaning of icons, 198-205.



THF EEHR 69

ERFHEGHEN D > BHRFIAREMM  E2EE
B VE PR SBR—R - ARGENERESD > g 7 E
> TEHRSREMOEGER  FERIEHENHE
B oY HEABRBHNEED  HAPETIE  BHREHM
BRI > HEBEGHEANTEEES s 3826
HEBALBE BRI T RMWE=ZHEXE - BEEE
FAGER - EEE P ERY S HEHEAEENESR &
ARt EAMITUEhERYyERER  REM
M &P AR BB HOBIRER - E4EET  ZR
WIS B EERMAL - Fr ARBIBR » EHNCHGHERN
BN - BF—REREBHZEG & AZRIK » LHEE
fRITHE ~ BB BEEANITIEIT - WHIRTTR - AR &
WEEENNER  EHEEBENATHREEZATNE
LR

TARR BT EEEHAERZS  BEFEH
HAMEM BRI AL IR - EEHEGW S - FHHE
BRAMCHTE HE BILRE KB T EHEPime) g L&
HAUPXAH  BHBRAEBSEEGNESR S L HIEEH
WEMEERGT  REAEANBSECEEREK S &
SHEBENRBEN -7 RS SEERBBENEE
HRNEG (REH) HiEEEET—EEERS B
ERENEREGEE TRAERA | (VEPFPRREE
PR T ERERA > SRE T+ 8
HH - &P HLENREIEMRENRREER  E
ERENRE - BOk  BREACHLESR  HIHELN
— 5 - BEAILMNELEDZME > KEEROME L
RABEDBEGELERNEANESR  £RET > K

2! Leonid Ouspensky, Vladimir Lossky, The Meaning of Icons, 59-65;
Michel Quenot, The Icon: Window on the Kingdom, 47-49; R EIHE
(BB (T FHREEESE 0 1998) 6-11 -
2 Silvia Editrice, La Bellezza Salvera Il Mondo, ( Milan: Arti Grafiche
Torri, 1995) .
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McDermott, John M., “Theological significance of the
indulgence”, L ‘Osservatore Romano, 7-8, March 17, 1999,
Vatican.
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L ‘Osservatore Romano, 9-10, May 19, 1999. Vatican.
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