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FOREWORD

It is indisputable that the Second Vatican Council has had an
enormous impact on the Catholic Church. One of the areas
particularly affected by the Council was theology, where the
influence of the Council continues with different levels of
intensity. This issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT provides an
opportune moment to reflect on Trends in Contemporary
Theology. We have thus invited seven professors of theology
to present the latest developments in seven different areas of
post-Vatican II theology.

Fr. Savio Hon discusses important questions and trends in
modern Christology, including the Christology of the
Orthodox Church, the Christology proposed by Lutheran
scholars, Cosmic Christology, Historical Christology,
Transcendental Christology, Theodramatic Christology, the
Christology of Liberation Theology, Eschatological
Christology, and Asian Christology. The article enables the
reader to attain a comprehensive knowledge of trends in
Christology since Vatican II.

Fr. Aloysius Chang deals first of all with pre-Vatican II
Mariology and the basic orientation of the Mariological
doctrine of the Council itself. Then he goes on to discuss
trends in Mariology since the Council, the resurgence of
traditional Marian piety, the discussion of the fifth
Mariological dogma, and the relationship between
Pneumatology and Mariology. The depth of the discussion
presented in easily accessible language allows the reader to
have a reliable grasp of current trends in Mariology.

The work of biblical hermeneutics, dealing as it does with the
interpretation of the Word of God, must be carried on, asserts



Fr. Fedrigotti, in a spirit of both faith and reason, both
contemplation and science, both prayer and seriousness.
Hermeneutics has its origins and its consequences, and it
encounters crises. The crisis of post-modernist hermeneutics
lies in its over-reliance on historical arguments with a
concomitant lack of foundation in faith,. Scholars have
already been calling attention to its prejudicial over-reliance
on reason. The author compares the Pontifical Biblical
Commission document’s The Interpretation of the Bible in
the Church with the criticisms of the document offered by the
Cambridge biblical scholar Marcus Bockmuehl. He then goes
on to offer some personal reflections on the current state of
Catholic exegesis, and suggests a clear and integrated way of
continuing to develop this work.

Fr. Robert Ng analyzes post-Vatican II moral theology under
nine important headings: the biblical basis of moral theology;
person-centred judgement; respect for the depth and breadth
of the moral life; a return to the spirit of the law; the
discussion on concrete moral norms; the tension between
dialogue and magisterium; the development of bioethics;
emphasis on a morality of self-responsibility. The author’s
survey covers over thirty years of writing on moral theology.

Beginning with the reformation of the Liturgy in Vatican II,
Dr. Anna Chan discusses some of the elements which have
appeared and become prevalent in liturgical practice. In order
to accommodate human attitudes, some important theological
ideas and traditions have been sacrificed. While, on the one
hand, our human participation has increased, on the other
hand God’s place in the liturgy has been eroded, so that
liturgy has been a human affair rather than an affair of God
and His Church. The author then suggests the fundamental
attitudes which the Christian should have towards the liturgy:
an acceptance of the word of Christ, a listening to the



inspiration of his Holy Spirit, an acceptance of the tradition
of the Church which he founded.

Fr. Socol begins his article with a question: is Church History
theology or history ? On the basis of this question, the author
describes and discusses historical method. His presentation of
the discussions of different scholars lets us see the pluralism
in trends in Church History. He acknowledges the fact that
Church History is no longer the preserve of clerical scholars
and that lay scholars through their writings have been
exercising considerable influence in this discipline. This
phenomenon has enlivened discussion in and has been
beneficial to the whole field of studies in Church history.

Fr. Joseph Ha conducts a multifaceted discussion of the
widely-ranging tendencies in contemporary Catholic
spirituality. He discusses the foundational importance of
experience; pluralism and the plurality of methods; the
development of feminine spirituality; the importance of
relationships; exploratory spiritualities of withdrawal from
and insertion in the world; the response to social justice;
ecology; dialogue with other religious cultures; Christo-
centric spirituality.

We are grateful to Fr. John Bosco Fung S.D.B. and Ms.
Veronica Soong for their generosity in translating articles for
this issue.
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' 2% PEVDOKIMOV, Cristo nel pensiero russo (Roma: Citta Nuova
1972); JMYENDOREFF, Cristologia ortodossa (Roma: AVE 1974); ID,
La teologia bizantina (Casale Monferrato: Marietti 1984) 185-203;
N.A.MATSOUKAS, Teologia dogmatica e simbolica ortodossa, Vol 2:
Esposizione della fede ortodossa in confronto alla cristianita
occidentale (Roma: Edizioni Dehoniane 1996); J.HECKER, Religion
Under the Soviets T 358 #HE K (BRETHFRE) » THER
L EE bk 1994 o

% «“In Christo crucifixo est vera theologia et cognitio Dei” { & T B &
A &) (Weimar 1883) 1 262.
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Bl ERZE EBN+FREERIZEENHE
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BEETE > MEMU+FESME T BN EE2IE - 58
BT RSB R E P R as  T S ER
o 2 8 B R 3 A A 0 T TR R A B EIE A K
BT R A DRt kBB AT 520
Hopto

54— B A YR Y H AR Kazoh Kitamori FHERE
MM TAMNK BESHAEES o QR kiR
KRR N2 HH AR EEREER IWER - B8
SRR A - 2% BEEFBEAATS - KEWH
KREET R EERERAEETRTNRT MRESkE
MEREECHRFSEER BEEE LNERFESN
AE - 2 AEHEEWRIEEE - BAEE - it 1is
DI ZREMER » (ERNRIES TS EEIR
gﬁo

3 ] MOLTMANN, The Crucified God (London: SCM 1976) 4; [T##5% -
(BT +F RO LEF) » BEERLEEEM 199 -

* 2% KAZOH KITAMORI, Teologia del dolore di Dio (Brescia:
Queriniana 1975).
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R E o

4 BRENEER

FRESE | EARREEENBRA - FHRWARAY
Hit (Walter Kasper) » 525 BB 2 Fr AR B R A B9 BE ob #%
Mo FEANBEBELEK  MERREENEE - REFHEHR
BEANNREL  RBRENEHS  AERBRIEL - &
BERANER  TRAZERPANRFNEEND  aIEE
EERENEE L BEAEFEEMERBEENEBE Y
2o REE - BE - 5 T WEHAES  EENEE
EEEGERSFIEENER  ABHEEESEAF TR
BB NEEE > FEENEEBSERMANKE -

FTRZFURABE RSB FEER -EHE RE
REBEAANEL @R LEHFEZEEC BlLTER
FERRTFERNBELEMF RERRNABRL > MR
BERKEMRERENTN  HRERENRR-F - B

S PTEILHARD DE CHARDIN, Oeuvres 13 vols. (Paris); A, AMATO, La
cristologia cosmica di Teilhard de Chardin, in 1D (ed.), Problemi di
Cristologia (Roma: LAS 1975) 95-123; R.LATOURELLE, Teilhard
De Chardin,, Pierre, in ID & RFISICHELLA, Dictionary of
Fundamental Theology (New York: Crossroad 1994) 1025-1032.
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MIEE ST (potentia obedientialis) » 58 F fif AAEH &AM FEE
122 (self-transcendence) o °
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B— o BRI BT A BR - ABRATLEREX
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REB BB EE > AT AERLPHEHEK - Bt
SRR AR BB HE SR I N AR AR SR VRS  RITH YR T R
R SR B R RV SR el B Ty IR AR BERIARE R

® % & WKASPER, Jesus The Christ (New York: Paulist 1976);
N.MADONIA, Ermeneutica e Cristologia in W.Kasper (Palermo:
Augustinus 1990).

i B.FORTE, Gesu di Nazare Storia di Dio, Dio della storia (Roma:
Paoline 1981) 180.

® K.RANHER, Hearers of the Word (London: Sheed and Ward 1969)
KFEVKEE » (EEHMEEE) &8 =B 1992 -
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EEEMENEEE KM (Hans Urs von Balthasar) #
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SRR EEN e + £ (pulchrum) » &
(bonum) » E (verum) o ;MBS K FE=IKLE -

iy BAREE R EEAIEE Herrlichkeit) o 58 584
B PR - AT BB E B R R
S THH ) (Aesthetik) o " HH RERBABEEIN » 2
FrBkH RS 0 R RIS 0 (BRRF X ] sR B8 5158 S A Bk
IR P S Z AL E N - 25 T (Gestalt) o

HFIRIBIE (Aesthetik) f5FEKEREI (epiphany) -
MHER AR RERAR - ERXREBTRNG S HE
o ERERY - EELDHE - AMIZAUEE TS
HEYG o BEEEER  LEEH RN

— ~ A NEYHERRRRENLER LS - 84
EREERENAR BRMAUNRERF LT TEHE

® K.RAHNER, Foundations of Christian Faith. An Introduction to the
Idea of Christianity (London: Darton Longman & Todd 1978) esp.176-
321.

10 #9% (Aethestik Z =B % ) - ##l (Theodramatik 3% i &
&) - &t ( Theologik X BIRHEE) -

"RA R ERKDD)E 0 RRERIE R B EFHE
SETE BENEZE AR CAMHER doxa KEBF ( dokeo
B FEERES Mg EAEET2 LB HE -
BRECE °

2 FBCR aisthetikos - BIRREMMEE - BAA-REREXE
BISEEBENEYWNE D -RMEBELRBHE EEEREER -
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ER5IBERRDAHEN THHE , Ui MIREZEEE
BT R TEZRZE (agape) MANELEHEE - #15
2 BEENRAE 2 MR AR A RM AN
DEEEPBREREANR -

"FHE ) (Theodramatik) FEHEE & Frh » LHAETFL
FEER AHREREIOAZRARMERL PR HEK -EE
FEARVICEFRE » #RENE E - 866 ERAVE B R 4
HHRREE  RABTREETRIRL - EREELIRRERE
AENEH WHECHEE  BIEER BAEHET &
HIFHECERRXNEFNEF » MERHOXESER
— EE—HMRENM - Bt BELEERNTHIASER
RZU-ENKRE -FEL SEEENEFEMRIE=
...... HERRENEZE EZBZRURETFRLERS
Wi RS RBEXERBELEN TR (kenosis) F o

F5&f# 1 (Theologik) R EEBR THRFHEEES K
fRBH G5 R HRARIRE - IR TERBANREAEEENR
2% —YIMREN R BRI — T BRI R B E P EEK -
THEFERLE BEEEE-FEE  WHBERENA -
— HEERNEES (Immanent Trinity) BJ4EE S » FLEAHE

13 2B E KB Theo-Drama: Theological Dramatic Theory 2:
Dramatis Personae:man in God (San Francisco: Ignatius 1990) 21.
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