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FOREWORD

The Asian Synod of Bishops met in Rome from 19 April to 14
May 1998. At the invitation of Pope John Paul II, more than two
hundred bishops from every local church in Asia, with theologians,
observers, and representatives of sister Churches, gathered for the
Synod. In presenting this issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT on the Synod,
we have invited participants and others to share with us their
experience and reflections.

Bishop Joseph Zen shares with us his overall impressions of the
Synod: its atmosphere of communion and harmony, its freedom of
expression. The diversity of Asia, with its many indigenous
religions, means that evangelization is difficult. Providing us with a
fresh outlook, Bishop Zen also describes for us the role which the
Pope played in the Synod, one of listening, a sense of humour,
love.

Bishop John Tong focuses on the speeches of the Pope, the Prefect
of the Congregation for Bishops, Cardinal Schotte, and the Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macau bishops in the Synod. From these
interventions, he culls their expressions of concern for the Church
in China. The author insists that his article is more in the nature of
reporting, allowing the readers to have some idea of what was
expressed.

Fr. Savio Hon participated in the Synod as a theologian, and found
it a very enriching experience, which he here shares with our
readers. Special points were the sense of world communion in the
Synod, the sense of collegiality, the convergence of the speeches,
the problem of evangelizing the peoples of Asia, identification
with Asian spirituality.



Sr. Maria Ko also participated in the Synod as a theologian.
Following the documents and speeches of the Synod, she discusses
in a strikingly new way the direction of the Church in Asia from
four aspects: its countenance, its temper, its potential, its
challenges. The article provides the reader with many points worth
further reflecting upon.

Fr. Giampietro speaks of the movement of the peoples of Asia
towards a community of nations, towards the birth of a new Asia,
a third pillar of humanity with the European Community and the
Americas. In response to this sign of the times, the Church in Asia
needs to become united and form a real community of sharing. It
would then be a sign of the unity of the peoples of Asia.
Evangelization must be congruent with this process, allowing the
Church to find Asian roots, to cooperate with other religions in the
service of the Asian people.

Sr. Victoria Lau was an observer at the Synod, representing Macau.
She looks at the Synod as a pilgrimage towards the new
millennium, rather than as a Church business meeting to "solve
problems”. Participants in the Synod had an experience of walking
together, and in this experience the Asian Church attained a new
perception of its countenance and its identity. In the context of
Asia, which is so extensive and multifaceted, so polymorphic in
religion and culture, the Church is only a very small community.
But recognition of this calls forth her role in reconciliation and
dialogue, as she become a symbol of the union of humanity with
divinity and the union and communion between individual human
beings.

Fr. Anthony Chang notes that inculturation received important
consideration in the Synod. The pluralism of Asia demands a
pluralism in dialogue. The author especially points out four areas
for dialogue: dialogue with other religions, with other cultures,
with the marginalized, with those concerned for the environment.



Ms. Annie Lam Shun-wai was present at the Synod as an observer.
She writes about the Synod's recognition of the mission of the laity
to evangelize and the anticipation that the next millennium will be
the "age of the laity". She stresses various needs: formation of the
laity in faith and in the spiritual life; breaking out of the structure
of clerical-centred formation; the establishment of small Christian
communities to consolidate the strength of the laity; the
strengthening of evangelical life. She hopes that the Statement
produced by the Synod will effectively reach the ordinary
members of the Church.

Mr. Anthony Ho Ka-king was also an observer at the Synod. His
inspiration for the new evangelization comes from the Acts of the
Apostles. The Spirit of Christ brought about a radical
transformation in the disciples. They went to evangelize and from
their evangelization they founded the community, and the
community influenced each one's life. He suggests that we have to
return to the model of evangelization given in the Acts of the
Apostles. Parishes might even change from a pastoral ministry
centred on the sacraments to a pastoral ministry centred on
evangelization as a way of attracting people.

We offer our thanks to God that SHENSI/SPIRIT has reached ten
years. We are grateful to those who have spent much energy in
helping to edit the magazine, to the authors and translators for
their voluntary assistance. Their generosity has helped to enrich
theology within the Church in China, and has promoted both the
inculturation and the updating of theology. We are equally grateful
to all our readers for their concerned support during these ten
years. The present issue contains a cumulative index for issues 1-
40, a token of thanks for all their support.
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