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FOREWORD

In 1997 the Church celebrated the Year of Jesus Christ. This
year, 1998, we have been celebrating the Year of the Holy
Spirit. The year 1999 is dedicated to God the Father, as the
Spirit guides us, in Christ, towards the Father. Accordingly,
this issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT is given over to reflection on
God the Father. From various perspectives, our writers guide
us in deepening our knowledge of the Father.

Fr. Fedrigotti challenges a traditional view of God, namely
that the God of the Old Testament is a severely just King and
Judge whereas the God revealed by Jesus Christ in the New
Testament is a loving and merciful Father. There is no need to
posit such an opposition, for in God justice is compassionate
and compassion is just. The author guides us through the Old
and New Testaments, especially through reflection on the
person of Jesus Christ, towards a recognition of the true face
of God the Father.

In a penetrating analysis of the Lord’s Prayer in the Gospel
according to St. Luke, Fr. Henry Ng suggests that this text
proposes the most proper condition for Christian prayer. This
condition is not a matter of human ability. Rather, through
our Christian acceptance of Jesus as Lord, God naturally
loves us with the same love with which he loves his Only-
begotten Son Jesus Christ. In the Spirit, each of us possesses
the identity of “Theophilus”, namely “One Beloved by God”
[cf. Luke 1:1,Acts 1:1]. This identity is the necessary
condition for Christian prayer. We no longer pray merely for
our own needs. Rather we pray by communicating with the
Father through Jesus.



ix

In her study of the implications of Romans 8:14-17, Sr. Emily
Wong shows how Christians through the Spirit receive
Baptism and are converted to Christ and justified, thus
undergoing a change of identity, changing from the condition
of a slave to that of sons and daughters, hence becoming heirs.
Under the guidance of the Spirit, we learn to imitate Jesus in
calling God “Father”, thus living in an inseparable mutual
relationship with the Father and experiencing the warmth of
the Father’s love.

Through a reading of St. Augustine’s explanation of the
intercessions of the “Our Father” given in his Sermons, Dr.
Anna Chan enables the reader to grasp the image of God as
Father, his plan of Salvation, his providential care of each
person, and his accompaniment of each one on the journey of
life. The Christian should cherish this grace and live
accordingly, thus participating in God’s accomplishment of
the plan of salvation.

Fr. Joseph Wong draws a comparison between Christian
apophatic theology and Lao Tsz’s doctrine of Wu
(Nothingness) in Tao 7Te Ching. Apophatic theology
empbhasizes the incomprehensible and ineffable nature of God.
Lao Tsz speaks of Tao as Wu, for Tao has no form and no
name: it is incomprehensible and ineffable. This Tao,
however, is not absolute emptiness; rather, it is filled with
unlimited being, and is the origin of all in heaven and on
earth. Apophatic theology calls God a mystery. The Father is
the ultimate ground of mystery, for all comes from the Father
and returns to the Father. The author suggests that the
concepts of mystery and Wu are mutually illuminating, that
the concept of Wu can help us to experience the richness of
the meaning of mystery.



Dr. Janet Lee introduces us to the doctrine of God taught by
Meister (Master) Eckhart, a thirteenth century spiritual
master. Eckhart taught that we can be conscious of God and
can experience God. We cannot, however, understand God,
for God transcends human knowledge. Although the Church
has condemned some of Eckhart’s propositions as heretical,
the author concludes by showing how his ideas can be given
a contemporary interpretation, especially by challenging our
customary concepts and images of God.

From the perspective of psychology, Fr. Stephen Chow
analyzes the important role played by a father in the maturing
process of children. Children need affirmation, acceptance,
appreciation and care. They need a sense of security and of
self-confidence. Fr. Chow then goes on to speak of God as
the one most capable of playing a father’s role, and suggests
that the Church has to be careful not to present God as a
severe father, or merely as the creator of life, the provider of
material things. Many people find it difficult to accept such
an image of God. In addressing our contemporaries, the
Church needs to explain and comment upon God’s role as
Father. Within the Church those engaged in pastoral ministry
must assume the role of “foster father” for the sons and
daughters of God the Father, thus leading people to
experience God’s fatherly love.

Mr. Lawrence An pays special attention to God’s role as a
liberator. God is compassionate and just, with a special love
for the lowly and the weak. If we wish to encounter this God
and become like him, we too must serve and care for the
lowly and weak, actively participating in the struggle to
create a world of love and justice.

We are grateful to Ms. Purple So and Fr. Gregory Koay S.J.
for their invaluable help in translating for this issue.
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