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FOREWORD

The Church has taken the last three years of the century as a time
of preparation for the Jubilee Year 2000: 1997, the Year of Christ;
1998, the Year of the Holy Spirit; 1999, the Year of God the Father.
This issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT is on the theme of the Holy Spirit.
We hope that these reflections will enable readers to be more
attentive to the "soul of the Church", the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Lanfranco Fedrigotti follows the bible in reflecting on the
relationship between the Holy Spirit and truth. Where there is
truth the Holy Spirit must be present, and wherever the Holy Spirit
is, there is to be found truth. The "Spirit of Truth", in faith and in
wisdom, is the interior dynamism motivation the faithful in their
witness to Christ. In evangelization, the Spirit is the dynamism for
outreaching witness. The Spirit is the dynamism in all the Church's
witness to truth. One must be filled with the life of the Spirit if one
is to persevere in witnessing to the truth.

The Father eternally gives, the Son eternally receives, the Holy
eternally makes this giving and receiving one eternal love. From
this role of the Holy Spirit in the interior life of the Trinity, Fr.
Savio Hon writes about the many aspects of the work of the Holy
Spirit in the celebration of the sacraments: uniting the people of
God, making the mystery present, producing the response of faith,
glorifying the Father, infusing grace, making the Paschal Mystery
the orientation of human life, preparing for the full communion of
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Using the Church's work of evangelization as an example, Fr. Peter
Choy shows that a correct understanding of the work of the Holy
Spirit not only does not detract from the uniqueness of the
mediation of Christ but helps towards an observation of the
universality of grace. If a theology of evangelization stresses that



Christ and the Holy Spirit are either "united and indistinct" or
"distinct and not united", there is danger in both. It is only when
we recognize that they are "distinct but united” that we can
properly understand their reciprocity. Similarly. the relfation
between the Church and the Kingdom of God is 1o be understood
from the same perspective. It is the Spirit who strengthens the
Church's work of evangelization. perfecting Christ's Kingdom of
God.

Fr. Joseph Wong draws upon the encounter between Jesus and the
Samaritan Woman in Jn 4 to discuss the image of "living water".
While it refers to the truth of Christ's revelation, it also refers to
the Holy Spirit. Therefore, true worshippers will worship the
Father in the Holy Spirit and truth (Christ). Beginning from the
tradition of the Fathers and drawing upon modern exegetical
studies, the author shows the richness of the phrase with a
Trinitarian meaning,

The encounter between Jesus and Nicodemus recorded in Jn 3
provides us with the doctrine that it is "through water and the Holy
Spirit" that we are reborn and enabled to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. Fr. Sean O Cearbhallain examines the implications of this
phrase. While the phrase shows the relationship between Baptism
and the Holy Spirit, the rebirth spoken of can only be the fruit of
the Incarnation and the Paschal Mystery. The doctrine of the Holy
Spirit can only be properly understood from a Trinitarian
perspective.

Dr. Anna Chan first examines the role of the Holy Spirit in the
salvific work of Christ. Then she discusses the essential nature of
the Liturgy as the work of Christ, the Holy Spirit and the Church
Finally she shows how the liturgical activity of the Church is an
activity of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit animates the
participants in the liturgy, bringing forth fruit in their lives. Liturgy
without the Holy Spirit would be like electric equipment without
electric power, of no use.



Ms. Louise Wong discusses the meaning of "groaning” in Romans
8:19-27. From an analysis of the place of this pericope in the
whole letter and its structure, the author suggests that "groaning"
should be understood positively rather than negatively, as the
hopeful longing for a breakthrough, a drawing closer to perfection.
This breakthrough requires the assistance of the Spirit, who has an
indispensable role to play.

Sr. Magdalena Kwong attempts to derive a "Spirit-originated”
feminist spirituality. She finds that the Holy Spirit possesses a
certain gentle beauty, akin to femininity. A person of "Spirit-
originated" spirituality is a contemplative and at the same time an
evangelizer. The contemplative has a heart to sympathize, to love.
Such a person will be like Mary, embracing the whole world,
concerned for all life, dedicated to the service of God and of others.
bringing Christ to others, bearing witness to Christ.

Br. Bai Fung-xien reflects upon the intimate relationship between
the Church and the present stage of salvation history, the time of
the gracious presence the Holy Spirit through the work of
sanctification. The establishing of the Church, the spread of the
Gospel, the strengthening of the Church, the sanctification of the
Church - these are directly related. The article quotes widely from
Scripture in verification of these points.

We are grateful to our translators, Fr. Gregory Koay S.J. and Mr.
Wilfred Lai, for their cooperation in preparing this issue.
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1984, 280.
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