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FOREWORD

The year 2000 will soon be with us - the beginning of a new era,
the coming of the Third Millennium. The Holy Father has urged
us to use these last three years of this millennium to prepare for
the Jubilee, and this year, 1997, has been dedicated as the Year of
Christ. For this issue of SHENSI / SPIRIT we have chosen the
approach of the Third Millennium as our theme, with particular
attention to the person of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Beginning with a consideration of the temporal nature of Christ,
Fr. Aloysius Chang deals with the temporal nature of the Church.
Jesus is the onty Saviour and his saving grace, coming through the
mystery of the Cross, is unique. Jesus was someone out of the
ordinary in his own time and this eventually resulted in his death.
If the Church wishes to be like Christ, with a concrete temporal
presence, then it must return to its origins, accept Christ and
provide Christ with a living presence. Then the temporal nature of
Christ can be revealed through the temporal nature of the Church.

Fr. Sean O Cearbhallain's essay guides us in a consideration of the
theological meaning of the concept NEW as it is found in the
Bible. In Greek, the New Testament uses two different words
[neos, kainos] to express newness, and there is a distinction in
their meaning. As used in the New Testament, kainos expresses
newness of quality, the eschatological quality of the new human
being, of the new creation, of the new heaven and new earth. As
the new millennium begins, we Christians must allow God's power
to effect a spiritual renewal within us.

Sr. Maria Ko breaks new ground by taking the expressive word
"affection" as her starting point for a consideration of the
humanity of Jesus as this is instanced in the New Testament,
whether in affection towards his family, friends, and disciples, or
towards the whole human race and the cosmos, the whole of God's
created material universe. A true follower of Jesus should possess



Xi

the affection of Jesus, loving humanity and loving the whole
material creation, living out in harmony and wonder the unity of
heaven, earth and humanity.

Fr. Benjamin Leong's article circles around the question, "Who are
you, Jesus Christ?". The author looks at the biblical presentation
of the views of Jesus held by his disciples and by others. He then
presents the biblical material in which Jesus introduces himself.
This helps us to recognize the Jesus in whom we believe and the
unfathomable depths of his mystery.

Fr. Bosco Lu uses the existentialism of the philosopher Gabriel
Marcel to comment on Teilhard de Chardin's concept of the
cosmic Christ. Fr. Teilhard holds that in the resurrection the
historical Christ transcends all limitations and becomes the centre
of the universe, causing it to continue evolving towards its climax
in the "Omega point”. The Risen Christ continually attracts the
human person towards an existential experience. Beginning from
existence, the human person undergoes a radical transformation,
becoming a new creation.

From an analysis of Chapter 25 of the Book of Leviticus and its
doctrine concerning the "Fallow Year" and the "Jubilee Year", Fr.
Thomas McIntyre demonstrates that the Jubilee Year was meant to
eradicate poverty and to restore ownership and enjoyment of the
land. The Jubilee Year was a realization of God's promise and so
was God's gift to the Israelites and their families. St Luke sees the
further perspectives of the Jubilee Year realized in the person of
Jesus Christ.

Fr. Savio Hon enlarges upon biblical stories showing the efficacy
of preaching. His essay treats three stories from the life of Christ:
"The stilling of the storm”, "The woman caught in adultery”,
"Peter's objection to the way of the cross”". Readers are led to see
their own experience in these three stories.
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The mission of an evangelist and teacher to bring youth to Christ
is the theme of Fr. Andrew Fung's article. His starting point lies in
the story of Philip bringing Nathaniel to Jesus, and from it he
draws some important pastoral principles for successful
evangelization. It is necessary both to enable young people to
establish their own identity and to educate them for love.

Sr. Victoria Lau reports that her community, the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary, have established three major orientations in
preparation for the Third Millennium: (1) the proclamation of life
and peace; (2) the integration of culture and faith; (3) cooperation
beyond national borders in establishing the Kingdom of God. Each
orientation is fraught with risk, for the development of the new
heaven and new earth can only be accomplished by relying on
Christ.

Sr. Teresa Wong provides us with prayer material under six
headings. This material is designed to help us to undertake
personal reflection in the midst of a busy life. Christ's attitudes
and values challenge us. His formative and transformative energy
enables us to live more deeply according to the will of God and so
in union with Christ to begin the faith journey home.

We are grateful to our translators, Ms Ivy Chan and Rev. Simon
Wong S.J. for their assistance and support.
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