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X1

FOREWORD

From its promulgation in 1992, The Catechism of the
Catholic Church has received much attention from the
Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong. This Journal has already
published one issue [No. 21, May 1994] introducing the
Catechism to our readers. The Chinese edition of the
Catechism appeared in October 1996, and has been
tavoured in Hong Kong with a good deal of investigation,
reading, and familiarization. The Committee for the
translation and promotion of the Catechism, in response to
this interest, has held a series of seminars for Catholic
teachers, parish catechists, catechetical instructors, clergy and
religious, to aid the participants in reaching a deeper
understanding of the Catechism. This current issue of
SPIRIT publishes most of the papers given at these seminars.
We have also invited other qualified authors to comment on
some of the important topics dealt with in the Catechism.

In his overall presentation of the Catechism, Fr. Savio Hon
shows how dogma is a response on the part of a faith
community to the word of God. While faith is one, there can
be many different proclamations. The Catechism is divided
into four main parts: profession of faith; liturgical celebration;
moral life; prayer. Following this normative Catechism, we
can use a plurality of presentations according to differences
in audience, culture, age and background, in order to help
people accept the Gospel of Christ more easily.

The article by Sr. Goretti Lau discusses some of the
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important themes of Part One of the Catechism: (1) the
revelation and its transmission; (2) faith and its expressions;
(3) the Trinity: differences in past and contemporary
presentations; (4) "Amen" as a prayer' conclusion: human
acceptance of and reliance on God.

Fr. Thomas Law presents the "Sacramental Economy" as it is
described in Part Two of the Catechism. He begins from
reflection on the foundational presupposition of this economy,
namely liturgical and faith experience. From what the
Catechism has to say about the reality of faith, he goes on to
advance and develop this foundational presupposition.
Within the realm of liturgical and faith experience, the author
emphasizes especially the life of prayer, the actuation of the
priestly, prophetic and kingly offices of the members of the
Body of Christ, and the normative and symbolic force of
liturgy. When these three elements are not sufficiently
attended to, liturgy lacks "existential" experience.

Fr. Robert Ng draws out the salient aspects of the moral
teaching of the Catechism. Church teaching, centred on
God the Trinity and using Scripture as its basis, gives
preeminence to grace and charity, and upholds human dignity.
In his conclusion he suggests the need of maintaining a
holistic spirit, while taking account of local culture and
beneficial modern currents of thought, thus rendering
Christian morality more acceptable to people.

The Ten Commandments touch upon a wide range of truth.
Fr. Thomas Kwan does not attempt to analyse each separately.
Instead, his article leads readers into an exploration of the
hidden treasury of meaning lying in the deeper reaches of the
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Ten Commandments, beyond the literal meaning of the text.
Thus readers are enlightened and enabled to go beyond the
level of keeping the commandments to reach deeper levels of
faith.

Sr. Esther Ling shows that even though prayer is dealt with
specifically in Part Four of the Catechism, all four parts
have an indissoluble relationship with Christian prayer.
Prayer is a gift which God uses to call us. In the Bible,
Abraham, Moses and the Samaritan woman are good
examples of this. But the greatest gift is Jesus himself. He is
the unique mediator, drawing us into communion with the
Trinity, making us children of God.

Fr. Lawrence Yiu sets out to explore the internal relationship
between Part Four of the Catechism and the other three
parts, as well as the internal relationship between the first and
final sections of Part Four. The heart of Part Four is prayer,
and prayer is the soul of the Christian life. Through prayer
(Part Four) the Christian believes (Part One), worships (Part
Two) and lives (Part Three). The first and last sections of Part
Four are united by the concept of "prayer in the time of
Jesus". This shows the characteristic and true meaning of
Christian prayer.

Fr. Peter Choy investigates the attitude of the Catechism to
other religions. The sections on "The Church and non-
Christians" and "Outside the ‘Church there is no salvation"
might lead one to feel that the Catechism has a negative
attitude and is regressive in its approach to other religions.
Taken as a whole, however, the Catechism accepts the
positive attitude of Vatican II towards other religions, while
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holding that there is no contradiction between evangelization
and religious dialogue. There need be no clash between the
Church's role as the sacrament of salvation in the world and
the positive role of other religions. The relationship can be
one of complementarity.

Ms. Pauline Cheng's article isolates for us the elements that
must be attended to in producing local catechetical material:
doctrine must be integral; systematic presentation must be
fluent; the social environment must be taken into account;
local culture must be accommodated. Apart from this,
different target groups must be provided with different
materials. The cooperation of experts in different fields is
needed if this enterprise is to succeed.

Sr. Margarida Ho has rich experience as a catechetical
instructor. Her article discusses the mission of an instructor
and the motivation of preaching. She finds that the central
thought of Part Four of the Catechism expresses this
motivation well, namely that through love for us God desires
that every human being be saved and so has accomplished the
plan of salvation in the incarnation of Christ.

From the description of early Christian life given in Acts
2:42-47, Ms. Young Mei Lin suggests the integral elements in
the life of a Church community, and then goes on to analyse
the indications given by the Catechism for Christian life
today. Comparing and contrasting these two sets of data, the
author makes some suggestions about participation in
Christian life today.
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2:47", New Testament Studies. Vol 34, 1988, 610



78 AP EH 3341

FERENRR T o EERAM > RMEWE » SEZATUH
2% wERREMMNEEAE MR EeREES
CHEENN > FEE—VA > BB ABEEEE - HILEK
MR DEp BT EHEEHT -

2.5 BRIFE

2:42-47 §7 EWE T FHISE R Kb

I ER-HBEFHHE —— 242 WEEK  HEFRA
= IR BSOS BERE T — PR = T B IS RERT o M
BRI ERE RS T AT © (SREM TSR -
S R B AR T2 R B o SR A R I
WREWEES > RIS 2 BBy EFIRER > B
o'

2:42 1 B BRI E R ENEG T RE R —HET
A BHIEER EEREE - B R AN ERE & S EE0HE
HEREMAANE - HESYEN » B TRNER > M
WA R ] E EHE o R T REBE N EY)
BMB AL RERRE WiCETRETFEA FFHNHERE
%-—E»EP ° 17

2. ER—FERMENHE — H—EELENHE
W & RELER T — 1k Wik ) ( aband of brothers ) o
1 2:42-47 EERBMRHAAGEE - B TE8FE  &A
BR A B o CTANGEE B B A A I e R B E o
PorE WIERHAE F AE A o

iE REFWRAMR ( Koinonia ) » WFFAHAZEME > E
EUEELEHANE > R THENE  HLFE e

"% Stott, J. R. W. The Message of Acts, England, Inter-Varsity Press, 1980,
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