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FOREWORD

A consideration of the far-reaching changes in moral theology in
this century would probably reveal that the greatest changes have
been in the area of sexuality. Liberalism and individualism have
allowed the winds of the sexual revolution to blow into every
corner of the world. The Church's view of its faithful has in
general been affected by these winds. Apart from loud and
insistent warnings, the Church has also carried on a serious
investigation into sexual questions and reflection upon them, in
the hope of giving a healthy orientation to sexuality. This issue of
SHENSV/SPIRIT deals with the topic of human sexuality from
various perspectives, in the hope that readers will be helped to
appreciate and experience a wonderful gift of God.

St. Paul's views on sexuality are to be found most of all in his First
Letter to the Corinthians. Emily Wong analyzes 1Cor 6:12-20 for
us - its background, its significance, its eloquent reasoning and its
conclusions. St. Paul asks Christians, both male and female, to
ensure that their sexual love be not merely the establishing of a
relationship, union in one flesh, but also an expression of love for
God and of faithful dependence upon God.

Anna Chan gives an overview of the life of St. Augustine,
illustrating how his life was influenced by his views on love.
Augustine's views on love went through a development in three
stages, reflecting his notions of sexual love. In his first stage, he

placed the emphasis on the enjovment of sexuality, as the greatest



proof of love. His second stage was a wholehearted love for his
concubine. Finally, after his entry into the Church he came to
understand the real significance of love, acknowledging that the
love of God surpasses all other love, including sexual love, the
enjoyment of which he had for so long considered the greatest

human happiness.

Robert Ng looks at the Kosnik Report on Sexuality published after
Vatican II. He discusses and criticizes the Report's deficiencies.
Then he analyzes the documents of the Church to present the post-
Vatican I1 doctrine of the Church on sexuality. Since "sex"” touches
upon the realm of the whole human body, sexual activity must be
accompanied by a deep interior love, based on God's love. It must
be oriented towards procreation and union, and always requires
the virtue of chastity. Qualified by these characteristics, sexual
love will be mature and Christian.

From her experience of education within religious life, Clara
Chiang affirms the importance of sex education within this context.
Her article suggests some practical aspects of this education,
namely an affirmation of the significance of sex and a stress on its
value. She gives appropriate guidelines for heterosexual
relationships, insisting on healthy support systems.A healthy
prayer life is also necessary. This essay provides a substantial
amount of realistic help for those who follow the religious life.

John Sullivan's article is based on material he has used for
seminars on sex, chastity and celibacy offered to priests and
seminarians. The article represent his further integrated reflections



Xi

on the topic. The author provides a clear analysis of the meaning
of "sex", "chastity", "celibacy", and "friendship"”, and their mutual

relationships. Looked at in an integrated and positive way, they are
to be seen as a wonderful gift of God.

From a background of extensive practice in clinical psychology,
Tsui Pui Wang speaks about sex therapy, briefly describing its
purpose and principles. His article includes a case study, designed
to help the reader understand the method of sex therapy.

In speaking of the purpose of sociological sex surveys, Stephen
Chan insists on the researcher maintaining a neutral position,
refraining from imposing any value judgements, dealing only with
human relationships under the aspect of sexual activity. Individual
sexual activity should never be taken as an standard by which to
judge whether a society is healthy or depraved.

John Kwan analyzes the negative attitude of the Church towards
sexuality in the past. Since there is the danger that the physical can
overcome the spiritual, the Church adopted an evasive and
repressive stance. This stance, the author believes, is unsuited to
the temper of the modern world, and carries with it many
disadvantages and few advantages. A holistic and healthy
recognition of sex is necessary if the Church is not to become
marginalized in society and in the world. We wish to express our
thanks to the author and to the Kung Kau Pao for permission to
reprint this series of short articles.
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In the Bible, the Song of Songs is the book which most touches
upon the sexual relationship between man and woman. Beginning
with a brief introduction to this book, Louise Wong goes on to
derive spiritual insights from an article by the late David Stanley,
"The Quest of the Son of Man", to show how the Song of Songs
invites to the enjoyment of sexuality and how it can make a
valuable contribution to the theology of sexuality.

The Church has invited us to take the remaining three years of the
century as a preparation for the Third Millennium. The first year
(1997) is to be centred on reflection on Jesus Christ. Qur Feature
presents some excerpts from the Apostolic Letter on the approach
of the Third Millennium, to help readers enter more deeply into
the spirit of this significant year of preparation.
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Uomom EOE (BEEER) 143,60 T Agnosce ordinem, quaere pacem. Tu

Deo, tibi caro. Quid iustius? quid pulchrius? Tu maiori, minor tibi.
serui tu ei qui fecit te, ut tibi seruiat quod factum est propter te. Non
enim hunc ordinem nouimus, neque hunc ordinem commendamus. Tibi
caro et tu Deo; sed: tu Deo, et tibi caro. Si autem contemnis tu Deo,
numquam efficies ut tibi caro. Qui non obtemperas Domino, torqueris
aseruo | .
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