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FOREWORD

The Gospel according to St John contains the statement:
"Eternal life is knowing you, the one true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent" [Jn 17:3]. Jesus himself had already
assured his disciples: "If you know me, you know my Father"
[Jn 14:7]. For two thousand years, Christians have striven to
live according to this teaching. This issue of SHENSI/SPIRIT
takes Knowing Jesus Christ  as its topic, discussing it from the
perspectives of Scripture, the Church Fathers, and the Christian
Life.

Ms. Teresa Wong offers readers a clear and simple presentation
of the portrait of Jesus given in the three Synoptic Gospels. The
Gospel according to St Mark presents us with the suffering
Christ, the hidden Christ. St Matthew portrays the teaching
Christ, the obedient Christ. St Luke depicts for us the loving
Christ, the journeying Christ. Each Gospel has its own special
focus, and Ms. Wong's article enables the reader to recognize
different portraits of Christ.

St Paul was converted from being a persecutor of Christians,
and became a preacher of the truth of Christ and a martyr. In
Paul's Damascus' experience, the Lord entered entirely into his
life. From the Acts of the Apostles and the Pauline Letters, Sr.
Maria Ko describes Paul's experience of Christ, his being
"seized by Christ".



While Scripture reveals Jesus as the Christ, the Only Son of
God, the Lord, Sr. Esther Ling's article shows that it is no easy
matter to grasp the connotations of these various titles. The
Fathers of the Church have made an enormous contribution to
the elucidation of our faith in Jesus Christ, presenting the
Church with an integrated and congruent doctrine through
which the Christian can attain to a deeper knowledge of Jesus.

Ms. Winnie Ho analyzes the process by which the first disciples
tfollowed Jesus, as this is depicted in Jn 1:35-51. She presents
the common elements in the difterent stories, namely: clarity of
objective, divine initiative, reflection on difficulties,
discernment of the true Lord, entry into life, proclamation to
others. On the basis of this process, the author discusses the
obstacles which modern people encounter in following Christ
and offers some pastoral reflections.

Sr Catherine Wan compares the theology of the Cross proposed
in C.S. Song's Jesus, the Crucified People with traditional
theology. Traditional theology is descensional, comparatively
more abstract and theoretical, using the light of faith to further
understanding. C.S. Song's theology of the Cross is ascensional,
teeling and confronting the cross in the suffering and injustice
experienced by one's neighbour. Both theologies have their
strong points and can make good each other's deficiencies.

Sr. Ophelia Lui offers a critical introduction to The Christology
of the Spiritual Exercises , by the well known Latin American
liberation theologian, Juan Luis Segundo S.J. Segundo applies
the names Test-Christology and Project-Christology to the



Christology found in the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius.
God followed a "plan" in revealing to us the meaning of Jesus'
redemptive work. Jesus was obedient to the Father's will, and
his resurrection was the successful completion of that "test".
The person who does the spiritual exercises must also come to
recognize God's "plan" and complete this test through service.

The article by Dr. Joannes Kwong is a special one. From the
important places visited in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, the
author presents the life of Jesus: The Annunciation of the
Incarnation, The Nativity, Preaching, Miracles, Transfiguration,
Passion, Death and Resurrection. The article does not give a
factual description: it is rather a reflection on a spiritual journey.
The author continually questions himself and questions the
reader, challenging one to continue on the as yet uncompleted
pilgrimage of life.

According to Fr. Lionel Goh, the foundation of Franciscan
spirituality is the Gospel of Christ. The humanity of Jesus,
especially his lowliness and poverty, is the best model through
which to learn to respond to the love of God. The fruit of the
imitation of Jesus is joy and simplicity, and union with all
creation in offering thanks to God.
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" H.Conzelmann, The Theology of St. Luke (E T. by G. Buswell ) .
London , Faber and Faber ,1960 ,p. 61 : “The “journey’ begins after the
fact of suffering has been disclosed , but not yet understood .Now the
destination is fixed as the place of suffering required doctrinally.... In
other words .Jesus’ awareness that he must suffer is expressed in terms
of the journey . ”

Y of C. H . Talbert, Literary Patterns . Theological Themes and the
Genre of Luke-Acts , M T: Scholars Press | 1974 .
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fE s R TRE  RAER B B B R R E R FaEd
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' 2284 Juan Luis Segundo, The Liberation of Theology, Maryknoll:
Orbis.1976.pp.36-37
* Ibid.p.168.
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7 Ibid. pp. 97-124.
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> Dulles, Avery, The Crafi of Theology. From Symbol to System. New
York: Crossroad. 1992.
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FEAEELE o B PUEALRF A SC2(Studia Humanitatis) A~

[E 0 ZFE AN R Bl ARE Lyde s 2

NER SR A A e

® Bouwsma, W.1., The Spirituality of Renaissance Humanism, in J. Raitt,
ed., Christian Spirituality I11: High Middle Ages and Reformation, New
York: Crossroad. 1987. pp.236-251 at 236.
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" When he was in Paris, he came very specially under the Scotist influence
of famous master Petrus de Cornibus — a Franciscan.
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""Sobrine, Jon Christology at the Crossroads (A Latin American
approach) (Trans.) John Drury. (New York: Orbis Books, Maryknoll,
NY 103545, 1978) p.405

ST, 1, Q12. “The greater the love the greater the desire. And desire in
some sort prepares and opens the one who desires to receive the one
who is desired.”
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"ML 12 p.678. H. Rahner, Ignatius, Geistliche Briefe, p.333; The
Spirituality of St Ignatius Loyola, p. 60, 103.
" Sermo 27, 6. PL. 38, 181B
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M1, 1, 3, p.510. Cf. Kaas-Knauer, p.134, n.52. Nadal: M. Nad. IV,
p.863.

' «All shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well,” Julian of
Norwich.
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"7 Congar, Yves. ® Eglise et cité de dieu chez quelques auteurs cisterciens
a I'dpoque des croisades. 7 in Etudes d'ecclésiologie médiévale.
London: Variorua Reprints 1983. Q. 190 n.82
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' Wong, Joseph, H.P. Logos-Symbol in the Christology of Karl Rahner.
Roma: Libreria Ateneo Salesiano, 1984. p.139.
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