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FOREWORD

From the beginning of human history, the God of infinite Love
has called us, in many and varied ways, to return to this source of
our life. In response to this call, human beings have responded in
many and varied ways. The history of salvation may be described
as the history of call and response. Since the Second Vatican
Council, the Church has given special emphasis to the scriptural
roots of this call and response. Our theme for this issue of
SHENSI/SPIRIT is Vocation in the Church, as we discuss
some of the different forms of call and response.

In his article, Vocation - A Scriptural Perspective, Fr. Benjamin
Leong begins with the assertion that vocation is from God, and
thus has an extraordinarily wide connotation of meaning. He
suggests that, according to the Scriptures, the common Christian
vocation i1s a call to holiness. Then, in order to establish the
Church, God calls certain people to undertake certain forms of
ministry. But, in order to attain to the hundredfold reward, each
one must undertake to carry the Cross.

On the feast of the Annunciation this year, Pope John Paul II
issued his Apostolic Exhortation on the Consecrated Life,
offering an integrated and systematic teaching on its different
forms. Fr. Savio Hon presents the contents of this Exhortation,
describing the foundation of the consecrated life, its sign of
community and sharing, and its mission. Each consecrated
person must return to his or her own heart, there to discover the
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beauty of the consecrated life, and in love to experience its value.

Beginning with a consideration of the source of the vowed life in
the persons of Jesus and Mary, Fr. Aloysius Hsu considers the
different ways in which this life has been expressed in the
tradition of the Church, and looks to the future orientation and
maturation of life under vows. In addition to examining the
source of the vows and their historical realization, this valuable
article affirms for us the contemporary meaning .and value of the
VOWS.

From his experience as a hermit, Fr. Joseph Wong suggests that
the most essential element of the cenobitic vocation is to reveal
the countenance of the "Desert Christ" by participating in Christ's
own desert experience. The desert experience enables one to
attain silence of heart and thus to seek God. This pathway 1s
through the reading of Scripture, prayer, and work. But the
cenobitic Life is also concerned with the work of evangelization.
The cenobitic life has much in common with the religious life in
other religious traditions and as such can make a special
contribution to nter-religious dialogue and the inculturation of
theology.

Sr. Lucia Mak sees the origin of the vows and of dedicated life in
the life of Christ, in his self-emptying, his self-donation, and his
love for the Father. The vocation to the vowed life is a sign of the
presence of the Kingdom. Manifested concretely in community
life and in service, the vowed life bears witness to the Kingdom.
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Husband and wife, Cheung Hoi-han and Chan Chee-seung
describe how little preparation there was in the past to help
married couples realize the vocation aspect of marriage. This had
to be learned, sometimes painfully, through the actual experience
of marriage and the living out of the vocation itself Their
personal experience of 28 years of married life has brought the
authors to an understanding of marriage as an invitation to love,
to an expansion of life, and to a fundamental integration. From
this experience, they plot the course of response to the vocation
of marriage.

From his experience of 14 years of married life, Man Ka-on
describes in an autobiographical manner how he encountered the
blessings of the Lord. Without the guidance of the Lord, human
strength alone does not allow one to enter on the path of marriage.
The conflicts and difficulties of married life can be resolved by
relying on the love of God. The coming of children adds the
mission of education to the married life. Based as 1t is on
personal experience, the essay will provide a means of reflection
for those who are married.

Beginning with a consideration of Scripture, Mary Seung shows
how vocation 1s inherent in God's work of creation. The Second
Vatican gave special emphasis to the apostolic vocation of the
laity, for the sanctification of all things. Within the scope of the
lay apostolate, God also calls certain women in the Church to
give their lives completely and without reservation to the service
of the Lord. They believe that through the Church God's will is
manifested to them and they respond in love. This form of lay
apostolic life allows divine love to take possession of one's heart.
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One no longer accepts marital love. but rather gives oneself
totally to the Holy Spirit for the work of perfecting and
sanctifying all of creation.

Many religious orders have a Third Order, and the lay
Franciscans are one such Third Order, allowing married people
in a certain way to undertake a religious life. From her
experience of twenty years as a Franciscan Lay person, Wong
Yuk-mui describes how her community lives the Gospel in the
midst of a secular world by imitating St. Francis in his spirt of
poverty, obedience, humility and joy.

This issue also includes a Classified Index and Index of Authors
for Volumes 21-30.
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" Athanasius, The Life of Anthony and the Letter to Marcellinus, tr. by
Robert C. Gregg, New York: Paulist Press, 1980.
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2 David Knowles, Christian Monasticism, New York: McGraw-Hill, 1969,
pp. 9-24; Derwas J. Chitty, The Desert a City. An Introduction to the
Study of Egyptian and Palestinian Monasticism under the Christian
Empire, Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir‘s Seminary Press, 1995.

* Timothy Fry, ed., RB 1980. The Rule of St. Benedict, Collegeville:
Liturgical Press, 1981, pp. 305-310.
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” Thomas Merton, The Silent Life, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
1957, p.xiii.



st s EARESEEE 33

—~BMECE  EHXE

RREEE FH R R R BIRYT SR ER T ROR BT A
RERRBES, o FOREERSEAR o R ZEERATHT - LB TR
PIRERE » BERS T - R R M ERE - BRR T
TR o

BT A IS SRR WRERR TSNS
% [EEEBAAEN > EANEY o B SRR o B A RIE R
TR HE T % K UBF BRI G L B FRURFI MR EE 2% o bR B 1A
MR R B D A > (A — ORI M BB » R AE T
B BB o (P LU R B A — 3L 1 7 R BRI
Prh o TEBBGOES ) RREIN—B - R
FIE ST BRI %)55R 5 T20 % s &L 70 o 35
FEMER AR © T IR FEBHE 7 S E R — B BE AT K
IERNE 7 (208 PR B OB 5 T R B R
(BB RSB -, °

FRERIE NI MR RR > (EREYF SO RN T E RIS
L LT o ER S BHMKS > R LOBAR
12 o BEFEAIGOR — T BAOVA I > BRSO OB H S L
SRR o B4 WUETF S 6 X FUAS S ( Evagrius ) $HEB PG
(LRREFELNNRE - 3BT R 2R &
B ERM - B E. L o ERRIEARRPA > B
R HR | BE RS AN BB - BEE S E LR
5 BB IE LI R SRR ERR) o [ B SR IR
FERRRE B BRRIS AR REINLUEE HE
B B R o B4 A0 AP 1 41 5E AT M A L M ook TR B IS A BT

% Athanasius, The Life of Anthony 10, in op. cit., p.39.

” Evagrius Ponticus, Praktikos 6-39, in The Praktikos and Chapters On_
Prayer, tr. by John E. Bamberger, Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications,
1981, pp. 16-26. & K44 W5 3955 /\ R I % 1 1038 e B £ 77 4 5 240
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" Evagrius Ponticus, Praktikos 81, in op. cit., p.36; John Cassian,
Conferences 1,7, tr. by Colm Luibheid, New York: Paulist, 1985, p.42.
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'3 Thomas Merton, The Monastic Journey, ed. by Patrick Hart, London:
Sheldon Press, 1977, pp. 13-14.



36 #HEF 30H

1.58%% (Lectio divina)

“Lectio divina” 7[E2/E T &5, ok "B/, » EFHEE
THHEIAEELE" - BELHHNEERA RN
A RO R S IE A A AR R IS B AT B A0
B o BEONHEST SR HK o I R M BRER IS A TE 59 AL 7 3 O BT
WEEEE > LIRS THE— SN, o ERIEMEES
MR AHERY » th R KB IEEK -

B HAE — A2 T B, (meditatio) o iEREFTER AV
TERAE ) 5 K — Ry B HEFR M BRI E] - TERS 5 fH
g TR R DUEAERY T %Y, (ruminatio) 0 ZIEE)
DRSO =5 o TR, RREE MEE S SRR
M EREMNE - F-UMNSEERET > FSO0BNY
B ERHMNBLEERMAEARESEL - T8®RE, HENE
5T E KRR LUE B T AER O R
mEsh =

TR myE R BRI R 0 BOINGCER - AN R
& TESAMEIEE -YIEBRAEAC L REER, (B
2:19 ) - BHAEAEE TR EERME A 5IEE
BAflap 2 —EHESHEHEE : TF | L1 |
BRRAVES RS B | IER NS M 52 5 52 S OB Il B 1
o REEFEANS BTN - BEEZRRENERD
R F R EAREBIMHE LT EER S T H EMMRES
(TREBRERKER.... o) » fERBUER O E > s —
8 FHEEY KRR E - QRMBE LI R ¥ R iatH sl
i o (BB R H R RIEA TR > BB EEE LRI
K EEEFRRESRE - BE L TEEMGEERRESH

YOTEBE | FHEASERAREA M RERE > T T B, RUERERIEH
B A ——EE48 o ARSGHE DL T, B3 “Lectio divina” o
PR e AR A TS SR TG DU T O 3 S 47 < 3888 (lectio) ~
B A8 (meditatio) ~ #7485 (oratio) ~ EX#(contemplatio) o




fets A S EAREMSEE 37

BN fE - BN O R EXRBE LT iR —ERENE
FE o Wit RIELLASRFKEAE S (R— BAABERE] 5
ERIRUARY - BB E L EE BATER - KR IKER T 8 B
T o

2. @AhEREHRNTE

SRR - BB —EERIER T 748 ) (oratio) o #T
R AIE TR R ARE » ANBEERKES - B oM b - R - 3|
Wi PTRE - (LB EER THRIFNEERHRE
HERHAEIE - EARELBENEERAESHOIE
RELHTSLRMEETER - HIET - BRERRE
do BIELERBIET R RESEBCHLPELEE 5
BFEEA ORI -

EM MY S0 BB R H IR SR AR K] o TR0k AR
HURH RIS T TIERCS » T8 A H SIS S T
B R RRERS IS TR 2 AT o 8T S A IR O Bk
FIREEA - RIS HX S ETHRBMHETRE T LE » KR
), BT EE o kB AT o MG E
R S R F R RS A S ST 1 o

B HRE R BCS 4 CHE R OB R TEN
Bl WAAR R RS IS L RETIT RS REEE © TR
2 K R PRSI LR TS S (BT BT IS 2 R A
DN E S %4 UBEAVTE G RIS LS
7)o BRGE DB A TE T REREE R RIS > (BRI
EMITEARIES SIS AR HMIENNE : T
HIHTRE 23S ¢ FeMIEy O R i A T TR 75K 1
R R M 2 KOEREYTS » SREE U FRIRBS R 3k © |
CHEMME ST 0 BB L R R A TS 0 B E

COEEE S (BE) 130 2R EMTAEBEY— > OIIHHAS
= IS



38 WEE30M

SHEIEIS 0 A S S A BB (contemplatio) ©

BB TN R RIS S L RS BB T
{18k £ % (Abba Tsaac) FT{Z I o7 £ R0 3R 5 BIIRF 25K 69
BRI T+ TRI RIS T > B3 SRR
o ESOMAHEENTD - BARSENFERET
RMERFEMORZH > URHEEENER SR
B RS R IR o B TEE T RAN %K - &
AR B RMEATERES » O LR 2 — YIS a -« BB
R R EY > BRRRE > 0T OPHISEN T FURE
BB ENEE - BREAIEY > FREEIAS TR
TENEEER  MMEBNTTES T REBTE ) (fery
prayer) o SEEENTIER X I HANEE > HRHEHRKL TR
LR B AL IR IR R A REE T
BTHS A0 28 AR 2 8 A RREN L BUNAE » KAETAIIY 5 T o
SRS S AR BEME O LR Al SR S 1E
L hIEE (826 ) Mo

ke 1 RV SRS IR (IS R 1S
TR A (S 0% [ 75 5 5 o B S B2 At T3 ) 1 30 0 A SR e
SEERF o TEPE A > 38 504000 1 S B0 O 3RYTRE h i
B R MBS > S B RS s L1 O R R ADLE S 0
FEERF - EREABEESE  SEEAFREINEIEE
15 15 T 56 o {EL4) T B0 PO 25 90 07 42 o 5 I S 2 42 TSR 3 9 13 4
T8 o (B A MACRIA T FREREENG T HRARAE S, HIfHEE 0 3B
B —ERAES K BRI fR s B R (R
TFEEWEE) =R AR TERREC ) AR

!¢ John Cassian, Conferences X, 10, in op.cit., pp. 132-136.

'7 John Cassian, Conferences X, 11, in op.cit., pp. 138.

AR THRERRE S ) R BB IS E > 28] ¢ Lev Gillet, The Jesus
Prayer, Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir's Seminary Press, 1987,
Kallistos Ware, The Power of the Name. The Jesus Prayer in
Orthodox Spirituality, Fairacres Oxford: SLG Press, 1986.
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% Adalbert de Vogué, The Rule of St. Benedict. A Doctrinal and Spiritual
Commentary, Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications, 1983, pp. 127-139.
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1 Adalbert de Vogue, op, cit., pp. 245-247.
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*? Jean Leclercq, The Love of Learning and the Desire for God. A Study
of Monastic Culture, New York: Fordham UP, 1961, pp. 191-235.

=3 % Thomas Merton, Disputed Questions, New York: Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 1953, pp. 172-175.
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** “The following constitutes the threefold advantage for those seeking
the way of the Lord: the community life, which is what novices want;
golden solitude, for those who are mature and who thirst for the living
God; and the preaching of the gospel to the pagans, for those who long
to be freed from this life in order to be with Christ.” (St. Bruno of
Querfurt, The Life of the Five Brothers, ch. 2).
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