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FOREWORD

Christianity appeared within the context of a particular culture,
but it was propagated within different cultures. Subsequently, in
different ages, and in different degrees, it underwent adaptations,
so that its recipients could more easily accept the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The process of inculturation has gone on unceasingly, but
Vatican II increased its pace, and each local Church has tried to
implant the Christian Faith in its own culture. The current issue
of SHENSI / SPIRIT takes Religion and Culture as its theme,
in the hope of throwing some light on the topic of the
inculturation of faith.

Fr. Robert Schreiter begins his article with an analysis of the
meaning of both faith and culture, and then goes on to suggest
that different definitions influence the direction given to the
process of inserting faith into a particular culture, while the
process itself may have to follow different premises. The author
concludes to the mutual benefit of faith and culture recognizing
and accepting each other, without any kind of mutual rejection.
Fr. Schreiter's article appeared originally in CONCILIUM
1994/2 , and we are grateful to Stichtung CONCILIUM for
permission to translated and publish it in Chinese.

Mr. Carlo Kwan suggests that the essential meaning of "believe”
is to be found in an encounter between the one believing and the
one believed in, and a consequent call and response. Culture is
thus an instrument of this dialogue, and theology is then the
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interface between faith and culture. The article introduces the
thought of the well-known philosopher and theologian, Fr.
Bernard J.F.Lonergan S.J., as propounded in his book Method in
Theology . Thus the author enables the reader to attain a concrete
understanding of the role of theology as it mediates between a
religion and a cultural matrix.

The essay of Mr. Chan Hung Kan demonstrates how the use of
cultural method in proclaiming doctrine increases the influence of
religion. Among Chinese aesthetic writing on religion there are
some of exceptional literary quality. In Scripture, too, there are
exquisite literary pieces, such as the Psalms or the Gospel
parables. Finally the author urges those who have the talents to
use different literary forms to evangelize, so that evangelization
can be more open and varied.

Fr. Matthew Chan sees religion and art as always having a
sisterly relationship, which allows one to discover in art the
revelation of religion. However, since art has become pluralistic
in its expression, it no longer finds its raw material in religion.
On the other hand, religion has progressed to being a mature
relationship between humanity and divinity, respects the
community nature of the human person, and so means that
religious art is no longer a matter of Church art. The author
insists that the religious expression of art must be investigated
and developed from both a new viewpoint and a new perspective.

From the section on Music in the Book of Rites of the Confucian
Canon, Mr. Chan Wing Wah discusses the spirit and inter-
relationship of music and ritual, and goes on to point out the
function of both music and ritual in the work of spirituality and
governance. The author shows how unfeigned music rising from
the human heart can foster the spiritual self. He concludes by
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pointing to the danger of the formalization of rite and music in
the Church resulting in an over-evaluation of rites and the
depreciation of music.

Miss Lee Wai Ling's essay presents an interview with Dr. Wong
Wing Hei, the well-knownChnistian Church musician. Dr. Wong
has just edited "Praise of All the Earth, 2000.”" This collection
assembles matenial ranging from Tang Dynasty Nestorian texts to
twentieth century Christian hymns. Many of the texts are of a
more intense Chinese flavour, composed by Chinese and redolent
of the ethos of their age. For an investigation into the relationship
between Christianity and Chinese Culture, "Praise of All the
Earth” provides a real and invaluable resource.

The organ entered China along with the first Christian
missionaries. Mr. Allison So's meticulously records the data
concerning early Chinese Church organs. This not only provides
readers in an easily accessible way with historical material which
is rather difficult to obtain. It also helps towards an
understanding of the important role which faith has played in
cultural interchange between China and the West.

Mr. Dominic Yung is deeply versed and involved in
communications media. He first describes the new media of
modern times and the new culture which they have generated,
and so leads into a spiritual reflection from the perspectives of
this new technology. Media persuade him that spirituality cannot
be confined to the rational level alone. Encounter with the Lord
must then be an elevating spiritual interchange. The new culture
guides him to return to reality and truth and so to enter a higher
world.

The Gate of All Wonders by Fr. Marciano Baptista explores the
relationship between Orthodox Christian icons and our life of



Xvi

faith. He informs us about the style of icons, and shows us how
to understand them, proposing that icons can help us come closer
to God. In the midst of our modern culture, so given to
materialism and sexual exploitation, violence and the degradation
of the human person, icons can play an important tranquilizing
and equilibrating role.

Mr. Charles Mooney's essay takes as its starting point Pope John
Paul I's encyclical Evangelium Vitae ["The Gospel of Life"]. In
order to counter the threat of a culture of death, Christians must
foster a culture of life, through a recognition of the real nature
and value of the human person. From the revelation given to us
in the mystery of God incarnate, we can grasp the mystery of
humanity, and so understand the dignity of the human person and
of human life.

The title of Fr. Francis Elsinger's essay, The Gospel of Jesus
Christ - A Reality beyond Culture, constitutes the author's
conclusion. The essay recognizes the validity of cultural values,
but points to the danger, for the preaching of the Gospel, of an
overemphasis on these cultural values. Beginning from his own
concrete experience, especially that of Zen-style sitting for prayer,
Fr. Elsinger insists that the encounter of the soul with Christ in
fact transcends all cultural models. Brief though it may be, the
essay is rich in insight, which readers should not overlook.

We are grateful as always to our translators, Ms. Fok Tsz Fung,
Mr. Wilfred Lai, Ms. Veronica Soong, and Ms. Tsui Shan Shan.
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(Bernard Lonergan) 5t £ { W8 2 » [ Insight (New York
Philosophical Library, 1957), pp.703-718 | —&H i {ETEEH
KB ANEFRHE "5 ESR > EMRAN—B0E > K
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(D) "E.BEARERXIERN—E@

i - "5, W EHRRER LR —H - AR
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WETHESE 2 E)(cf EE. Evans-Pritchard, “Nuer’s Religious
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Z M (R Needham) 7f H 2 {F Belief Language and
Experience (Blackwell : Oxford University Press, 1972)—3
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W2 TERR {5 4 (Pisteuein) » HUHIR I AR E
TSN —DEFBER - E— R EBEMERET BRI
b THEREMAEERNLLAI B R » DIEANGIE B3R 2
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HERBT LU AEREARNENER > BRoMBEMS "ER,
(Believing that)8& " {Z 1T, (Believing in) [ cf G. Marcel,
Creative Fidelity. (New York : Noonday Press, 1964), pp.134,
169 ] :

FrE8 "5 ), (ToBelieve that ... ) » B0 THH{E , BRI
—EACAR T EMENEE - THIE, > EXRLEN
B2 "{R5E 5 (To Presume)| 5% » EEKE AETREREE
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B 47 #1 B8 (Carlos  Cirne-Lima)#E 2 4% ¥ Personal Faith
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FIFEEALE Personal Faith, pp. 42-50 rhie ABXBH % L 225
MHEE S BT HIERE

1 HIEE AN R EPE AR > AR
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Transcendence) [ cf G. Marcel, Mystery of Being, Vol. 1
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SRR - FUR BB ENME TR MR ) ZERTE Y AT LUR
fii %Réﬁﬁ-§~&r%ﬁ@%EW%ﬁJ’wﬁ@%
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% B2 SURE R AL SUIEH B BEEI AT 5 R B2 0 4 - 5t
12 B ;g — {05 B 2 AUl -



WEEEE R LN 19

H LR - ST A E AP 2 H RS2 I e » T SX{E A
FAREMHKNTRYEEWE > AT > TREHZEA
B2 - AIRER A ML AR R B MRIBETT 306 - Teffify
FIRAZRERE LT« A BB ISCIE R T RS EH AR RIS 2
B ? R L BEEARAR B UMM R « I 21ERS
Bor o RECA R EMAEME -

R FEARC 2 15 ) [ B. Lonergan, Mehtod in Theology.
(London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1972) ] » #FoetH 2B S B
Fm o A EEmEER > H—& T#yr O ;5 (Oratione
Oblique) » H =& "TE# DA 4 (Oratione Recta)(cf. Method in
Theology, pp. 133-136) ; AfEE T#ITOA L > BAEEAERK
B AT S A R > KR b AT ORI A e B
Fro| (AR - Fras TEBOT > SR KEE AR
AARIANAL AL » TR R R DN LAR 37 B2 45 o 38 e
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f# B (Interpretation) ~ 3.5 £ (History) + 4.5 3% (Dialectic) ~ 5.
#& H (Foundations) - 6. #{ # (Doctrines) ~ 7. % &
(Systematics) - 8. {# # (Communications)(cf. Method in
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B A TE A B R 2 O Y [ SO b 35 5 2 B e i o
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MREE ) BOIPEEAREEENES > EEHBERE
HPRIRERER o 1 "M AR ) R RIS R -




20 FEH 208

A 459 SR — U SRR  BERE BEOROE REHMI A YY) o
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2. #% ¥ (Interpretation) e 4% R 2 B 7% MR BE SO
% HEBEEEHINER  RERBEZECENELE
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