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FOREWORD

The spread of the Gospel has ever been the mission of Christians,
and the Church in every age has constantly urged the followers of
Christ not to forget this responsibility. As we approach the two
thousandth anniversary celebration of the Coming of Christ, Pope
John Paul II has been assiduously encouraging the People of God
to greater efforts in the work of new evangelization, so that our
age, so distressed by a lack of peace and of hope, may once again
hear the Good News from our Saviour. This issue of SPIRIT

takes Evangelization as its theme.

Fr. Lanfranco Fedrigotti's article on the relationship between the
one Good News and the four Gospels, affirms the divinity of
Christ, centred on his Paschal experience. This is the Good News
which the four Gospels proclaim in common. The work of
evangelization necessarily involves a grasp of the meaning of the
one Good News. Then the work of preaching will be integrated

with reflection on the grace of salvation.

From an analysis of the background, structure, and content of the
Roman Catechism and of The Catechism of the Catholic Church,

Fr. Edward Collins illustrates the help which the latter can give to
the work of evangelization. The author stresses the attention given
to the Holy Spirit in the new Catechism. It is through the guidance
of the Holy Spirit that the Faithful accomplish the work of



xii

evangelization.

From three major documents published since Vatican II, Sr. Cath-
erine Wan demonstrates the development of the Church's notion of
evangelization, beginning with a comparatively more narrow
notion of evangelization as the establishment of the Church and
progressing to a wider concept of evangelization as the
denouncing of injustice and the liberation of the whole human
race. Then she corrects deviations in the two notions by
integrating them and affirming the unique purpose of
evangelization, namely the proclamation of Christ and his

kingdom.

The Hong Kong Central Council of Catholic Laity has been active
over the last twenty years in the work of evangelization. Their
document introduces the many different evangelization activities
which are open to the choice of the Faithful. Those readers who
are interested in active evangelization will find here much

inspiration.

Catechesis and Evangelization, by Ms. Pauline Cheng, stresses
the importance which has always been given to catechesis in the
work of evangelization. Through the organized and systematic
formation given by catechesis, faith becomes more mature and
dynamic. Catechists need suitable training so that they can more

professionally proclaim Christ.



Xiii

Intimacy with Jesus and reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit,
writes Dr. Sammy So with conviction, together form the
indispensable element in the work of evangelization. He calls
upon the Faithful to engage in formation for evangelization and
come to an understanding of the stages of evangelization. Thus the
prevalent Catholic culture of "much activity and little
proclamation" can be changed into one of "much activity and

much proclamation”.

Ms. Josefina Errazuriz first examines the notion of evangelization
and then links it up with the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius, to
propose stages of evangelization. First, we must contemplate the
world with the eyes of God, and so discern the forces of life and
the forces of death. Then we must commit ourselves and the whole
of our life to the forces of life and reconciliation - and do this even

as far as the Cross.

Ms. Maria Clara Lucchetti Bingemer reminds readers not to
concentrate so much on the techniques of evangelization as to be
forgetful of its principle and foundation, namely the proclamation
of the Gospel with new fervour. In the history of the Church, there
have been many special contributions to the work of evan-
gelization. St. Paul, St. John of the Cross, St. Ignatius of Loyola,
were all men endowed with a new fervour. Filled with the fervour
which comes from the Holy Spirit, we will spontaneously

undertake the mission of evangelization.
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From her rich experience in mass media, Ms. May Chow
discusses how different models of religious broadcasting represent
different theologies, thus influencing the production, content, and
message of religious programmes. The Church must enter into the
media culture in order to maintain a presence in society, to
establish a public image, and present itself as an alternative

medium. Thus it can attain the purpose of evangelization.

This issue has been prepared with the special cooperation of those
who translated the articles, most of them engaging in this work for
the first time: Ms. Ivy Chan, Fr.Carlos Rodriguez Linera, Ms.
Debbie Lo, Mr. Peter Lo, and Ms. Purple So. We offer them all

our sincerest thanks for their help and support.
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