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FOREWORD

The age of religious isolationism is past. No matter how numerous
the adherents of a particular religion may be, they still constitute a
small minority in the context of the whole world. Population move-
ments and the development of communications technology mean that
every religion is in contact with other religions and indeed with people
of no faith. Self-enclosure and protectionism or flight from the world
are no longer real possibilities. Religious personnel feel the necessity
of cooperation with others, particularly with the members of other
religions, in order to enhance human life. This issue of Spirit takes up
the theme of Interreligious Dialogue, responding to the new stance of
the Church following Vatican II. The theme also serves to celebrate
1995 as the United Nations Year of Tolerance.

Fr. Aloysius Chang S.J. suggests that interreligious dialogue finds
its origins in human nature and its rationale in the human search for
truth. In dialogue, each side must respect the other’s freedom and
express oneself honestly while refraining from any proselytism. Both
Scripture and the tradition of the Church affirm that the adherents of
other religions come within the scope of the divine plan of salvation.
The Church recognizes that, while she possesses the fulness of truth,
she does not possess the whole truth. The Church humbly enters into
the search for truth in union with other religions, thus deepening her
knowledge of Christ.

Mr. Chan Tak-kwong speaks of two types of religious language.
The first type, prophetic language, expresses God’s truth as perfectly
as possible. The second type is mystical language. Empty and unde-
manding, it serves to eradicate the human fondness of considering
oneself as the centre of the world. In the past, the Catholic Church
tended to stress the former and neglect the latter, but the integration
of the two forms of language are important for interreligious dialogue.
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According to Fr. Yves Raguin S.J., interreligious dialogue is an
essential part of evangelization, since it calls us to mutual reflection
on what we believe and how we express that belief. Thus it leads us to
reflect on the basic question of salvation. Interreligious dialogue helps
us to form a better concept of salvation and so approach more closely
the mystery of God. Fr. Raguin’s article is rich in insights and deserv-
ing of the reader’s highest attention.

Fr. William Johnston S.J. is a spiritual master renowned for his
profound knowledge of Zen Buddhism and Catholic Theology. His
article illustrates how both Christianity and Zen Buddhism use an
emptiness which transcends rational thought to express the highest
wisdom. This appears in Buddhism’s The Heart Sutra, in the Bible in
the Letter to the Philippians, and in the works of St. John of the Cross.
Fr. Johnston is deeply convinced that wisdom and emptiness form a
common basis for dialogue between the two religions. This dialogue
not only deepens the particularity of each religion but also helps both
together to journey in the direction of an all-transcending wisdom. Fr.
Johnston’s article is Chapter Ten of his latest book, Mystical Theology:
The Science of Love" [London, Harper Collins, 1995, pp.155-172], and
is translated and published at the suggestion of the author and with
the kind consent of his publishers.

Rev. Benoit Vermander S.J. stresses that, in comparison with
interreligious dialogue, spiritual theology can illuminate the human
spirit even more. His article compares the "indifference” of the First
Principle and Foundation of the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius and
the "detachment" of the Diamond Sutra, and suggests that these consti-
tute the most important pathway for interreligious dialogue. The
person who has reached the world of "indifference” or "detachment”
will be able to accept the positive elements in another religion and
experience a renewal of faith.

On the basis of his own religious experience and of his dialogue
with other religions, particularly with Catholicism, the Buddhist Rev.
Lok Shung-fai believes that all religions possess a common element.
In his article, he agrees that Buddhism and Catholicism are very close
to each other in many ways, particularly in the matter of religious
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commandments, precepts, and liturgy. Contact between Buddhists and
Catholics draws each to greater respect for the other and so to interre-
ligious dialogue. He expresses the hope that both religions will con-
tinue their cooperation and so advance the cause of peace for humani-
Iv.

Fr. Christian Troll S.J. is an expert in Islamic affairs. His essay
traces past encounters and conflicts between Christians and Muslims
and then goes on to speak of Church statements on Islam since Vati-
can II and Islam’s responses, paying attention to both positive and
negative aspects. The author analyzes the deeply rooted difficulties
which both sides encounter in dialogue but concludes on a note of
hope. Each side must respect the other, get to know the other better,
engage in common prayer, and so together advance the cause of the
common good. The improvement of relations is possible, but the way
is long and slow, and not smooth. Fr. Troll’s article first appeared in
The Way, the English Jesuit Review of Contemporary Christian Spir-
ituality, [31(1991)58-68], in their feature "Theological Trends". It
appears here at the suggestion of the author and with the kind permis-
sion of the copyright owner.

In the Confucian spirit of unashamed questioning and humble
search for certainty, Mr. Ho Chuk Ping adopts the stance of making
no class distinctions in teaching and suggests the necessity of religious
cooperation. Dialogue leads to mutual acceptance and tolerance, and
so to peace and stability.

Through interviews, Fr. Joseph Lee S.J. touches npon three differ-
ent aspects of interreligious dialogue. His first interview is with Sr.
Agnes Lee, S M.1.C,, who speaks of her experience of spiritual dia-
logue with members of other religions. Then Mr. Au Kei-fook speaks
of the fruit of religious dialogue based on simplicity of life. Finally,
Professor Chiu Ho-shik helps us to understand how his care for termi-
nally ill patients led to dialogue of action with other religions.

With careful attention to nuances of meaning, Fr. Edward Chau

traces the course of the Hong Kong dialogue on religious thought and
assesses the current stage of development of the dialogue between the
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leaders of the six major religions. Guided by the principles of mutual
tolerance, mutual forgiveness, and mutual respect, interreligious
dialogue must search for the nature and connotation of religion and
continue to increase mutual contacts between religions for the pur-
pose of promoting the happiness and peace of the world. The Hong
Kong Union of Six Major Religions can serve as a model of coopera-
tion for religious believers in other countries.

We offer our sincerest thanks to the translators who cooperated

with us in preparing articles for this issue: Ms. Grace Liu, Fr. Gregory
Koay S.J., Rev. Simon Wong S.J. and Rev. George Yeung SJ.
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