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FOREWORD

This year the World Youth Day took place in Manila. Though he
was not in good health, Pope John Paul II was present and presided.
An unprecedented 300 strong delegation from Hong Kong took part.
Both before and after the event, there was an upsurge of concern for
the young. In addition, the seriousness of Hong Kong’s youth problem
aroused widespread interest, and the Church naturally asked itself:
what can we do for young people? The present issue of Spirit at-
tempts to answer this pressing question from different points of view.

Without wasting words, Fr. Savio Hon S.D.B. points out the essen-
tial elements in the spiritual path of the young. With Jesus as an
intimate friend, they have the Church as cornerstone, the Kingdom of
Heaven as their duty, joy as their attitude and their life as praise. This
account, which concentrates on the chief elements, points out the
main direction of life for youth. It is necessary to help the young to
become vital, happy Christians who love the Lord.

Fr. Simon Chu S.J. drew up a very simple questionnaire to be
filled in by university students, Christian Life Community members
and well-qualified youth workers. From the results he came to a
conclusion: it is necessary for young people themselves to express
their own needs; they tend to reject whatever is put forward by older
people. The older generation must give the young time so that they
can establish relationships. Otherwise, they will seek salvation from
their peers. Counsellers must have exceptional skills to inspire the
young to seek their own true needs,

Mr. David Shum’s article is a homily given by Fr. Peter Newbery
S.D.B. Fr. Newbery explains how to give genunine help to marginalized
young people who have left home. This wili enable people to under-
stand the seriousness of the Hong Kong youth problem and how the
Church can provide help.
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From her experience of counselling marginalized young people,
Sister Georgiana Li F.M.A. considers that the problem of young
people is that they lack family love and care and understanding from
teachers. Hence, they lose self-confidence, have no desire to study
and even leave home and run away. The writer uses the mysteries of
the Rosary to show how the Blessed Mother tried to understand her
Son especially in his time of suffering. The article throws much light
on pastoral love of the young.

Fr. Francis Tam, reflecting on the preparations for and the course
of the World Youth Day, finds that the young people had a chance to
build themselves and also to form a loving community that would
share the joys and sorrows of life.  This experience strengthened the
faith of many young people. Looking to the future, Fr. Tam says that
the Church should give the young more opportunities to grow and
build the future with fervour and joy.

Fr. Denis Kong S.D.B. attended the World Youth Day on two
occasions. He puts together in his report an account of the shocks he
experienced when forming a group, the trials of the preparatory
period, the events of the Day itself and the follow-up. He also adds
his personal reflections and offers valuable pastoral advice.

Ms. Daphne Ho took part in the International Youth Forum and
the World Youth Day in the Philippines. It was for her an unforget-
table experience. She was able not only to mix with students of dif-
ferent nationalities, but, which is more important, she was able to
encounter Christ. This filled her with strength to give witness to the
gospel and to spread it without fear,

Bro. Augustine Chan took part in the World Youth Day. During
that time he came to know the strength and weaknesses of young
people. He maintains that young people should be given the oppor-
tunity to transcend themselves, make correct choices and want to take
responsibility. This is what he learnt from the World Youth Day.

xii



Dr. Johannes Kwong draws on his professional experience to give
a brief introduction to the causes of psychological illness in the young
- diagnosis, prognosis and treatment. He points out that frequently it
is not possible to cure them by asking them to pray more. Some-
times it is necessary to introduce them to professional people for
treatment.

Ms, Flora Leung, relying on her wide experience in counselling,
explains the psychology of maturing young people. In a positive way
they seek the self. If, during this time, they lack suitable guidances
and only experience parental-type control, this latter will certainly
generate resistance, or perhaps the young will blindly imitate the
models suggested by the media or their peers. Adults should sympa-
thetically understand their needs and establish a relationship of
mutual trust and respect. They can thus help them to pass successful-
ly through the necessary process of growing to maturity.

In his article, Fr. Thomas Lee S.D.B. discusses the fact that, in
general, the reading range of Hong Kong students is very narrow. The
students’ reading span is short, and they are accustomed to chase after
whatever is fashionable. If the Church wants 10 influence the young
through publications, it must give positive support to Catholics who
are active in the media and not merely take a supervisory attitude
towards them. If the Church learns with humility, it will be able to
produce publications that the young will welcome,

Ms. Amy Chan attended the World Assembly of the Christian Life
Community in 1994 and joined a working group to discuss youth.
Before the meeting, she had done research with the brothers and
sisters of the Hong Kong CLC on the special characteristics of and the
problems encountered by Hong Kong young people. At the World
Assembly, she exchanged views with the other members and conclud-
ed that young people everywhere had some common needs.  Those
helping young people to mature should start with themselves, and,
realistically, and with a caring heart, understand the real needs of the
young. Then they can imperceptibly influence them and transmit the
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gospel to them.

The Feature presents a large collection of related texts from the
Bible. Itis to be hoped that readers will ponder them with a medita-
tive heart and understand the Biblical revelation concerning the
young.
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