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FOREWORD

St Jerome admonishes us: "Not to know the Scriptures is not to
know Christ". Among the seventy three books of the Old and New
Testaments, it is the four Gospels which are most capable of revealing
the person of Jesus and his interactions with people. For this reason,
this issue of Spirit turns to the Gospels as its topic. Our articles treat
of the four Gospels in unison, or of special features of the separate
Gospels leading to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, or of the relationship
ot Jesus and his disciples - all designed to inspire the reader in leading
a Christian life today.

In a penetrating analysis of the process from the early oral tradi-
tion and preaching of the Church to the formation of the Gospel
books, Ms. Teresa Wong’s article, From the Early Preaching to the
Four Gospels, enlightens us on the question why there are four, and
only four, Gospels. The article clears up some misconceptions about
the Gospels and will be of value to those who are beginning to study
the Gospels.

Sr. Maria Kou treats of the equality of male and female in revela-
tion. In the whole work of our redemption, and not merely in the work
of creation, God delights in the complementary beauty of male and
female. In the parables there is often a matching of male and female.
Both men and women go through the conversion process. Men and
women are both recipients of the consolation offered in the miracles,
and are equally witnesses to the Resurrection. The desire of God is
clearly that men and women be equal, that they help and love each
other, thus creating in union the realm of the good.

In his article, The Way of the Son of Man (Mk 8:27-10:53), Fr.
Thomas Mclntyre begins from an orderly exposition of the way of
humanity: the concupiscence of the human heart leads us to the pur-
suit of riches, honour, pride. Then, turning to the Gospel of Mark, he
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demonstrates that the way of the Son of Man is the way of the cross, a
way of self-denial. Finally, the author turns to key meditations of the
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius: "The Kingdom of Christ", "The Two
Standards”, "Three Degrees of Humility". We live in a consumer socie-
ty, where the pursuit of self-centred interests is rampant, but these
meditations help us to abandon the human way of empty glory, and,
out of love for Jesus, to follow the way of the Son of Man, the way of
the cross. The article, then, provides us with material for deeper re-
flection.

The title of Fr. Thomas Leung’s article provides a summary of its
contents: Martha’s Service of Jesus: Perspectives on Personality Devel-
opment and Integration. The point of departure for the essay is Luke’s
story of Martha: busy serving Jesus, and annoyed at her sister’s failure
to help. From the Gospel example, Fr. Leung desires that we learn
self-knowledge, that we escape from the trap of subjective rationaliza-
tion, and that we learn to face our self-repression, our dark side, our
defects. Jesus wishes us to encounter him in our hearts. He does not
wish us to conceal our shortcomings, but rather to imitate Mary in
choosing "the better part”. In this way we can undergo an integrated
personal development.

From his wide experience in homiletics, Fr. Michael Yeung is
convinced of the intimate relationship between the preacher and what
he preaches. Unless the preacher knows Christ, he cannot see himself
through the eyes of Christ. If one desires to know Christ, one must
start from the Gospel. A homily should include the proclamation of
the Gospel event, a short explanation, and an application to life. As a
record of the Christ event, the Gospels are an inexhaustible treasury
for preachers. The author reflectively asks: if preaching does not
proclaim the Gospel of the Lord can it still claim to be preaching?
This is an invaluable essay for those engaged in the task of preaching,.

From Luke’s account of the call of Peter (LK 5:1-11), Ms. Cheung
Wai-yee reflects upon vocation as gift. Apart from the divine initia-
tive, a vocation is a journey of faith, a thoroughgoing conversion. In
response, one must assume a mission, one must become a communi-
cator of the Gospel. The writer guides the reader in the use of Scrip-
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sural vocation stories in fostering the spiritual life, as these stories
provide superlative material for meditation.

Sr. Yau Lai-ming’s analysis of Matthew’s three pericopae dealing
with Peter highlights his leadership role among.the Apostles. She also
draws upon the evidence concerning Peter’s leadership of the Apos-
tles to be found in the other Synoptic Gospels and in the Gospel of
John. Her conclusion is that the Gospels indubitably affirm Peter’s
leadership role among the Apostles.

The human heart possesses a sanctifying desire to attain the per-
tect good, but is incapable of realizing this desire on its own strength.
Hence, Ms. Vivian Cheung’s article suggests, comes the need for
God’s salvation, which is attained through following Christ. Christ’s
self-emptying, carrying of the cross, and service of others, is the way
for every Christian. Only by following this way can one avoid falling
back into selfishness. Only in this way can be God-centred, attain
salvation, and enjoy the fullness of life.

Fr. Nicholas Lash reftects on the theology taught by the stained
glass windows of Chartres Cathedral. The four great prophets stand,
two on either side of the Virgin Mary holding the Child Jesus. On the
shoulders of each prophet is one of the four evangelists, in a some-
what dwarfish form. But the four evangelists see much further than
the prophets who carry them: they see the point, the centre of the
world, the Risen One. The article is translated from the review Clergy
and People and published with the kind permission of the editor.

Fr. Abraham Chiu analyzes Jesus’ prayer for the Father to glorify
him (Jn 17:5) to show that Jesus’ desire for that glory which he pos-
sessed before the creation of the world reveals both the eternal unity
of Father and Son and the divine nature of Jesus. This is a crucial
point of the revelation contained in John’s Gospel: when Christians
are united with the Father through Christ, they share in God’s eterni-

ly.

Fr. Henry Ng suggests that the evangelist Luke composed a still
uncompleted story of two sons. The elder son is Jesus (Lk 1-24), the
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younger son is a collectivity. The younger son is first of all the Apos-
tles, and then ourselves (Acts 1-28, and the history of the Church).
The core of Luke’s Gospel is that the elder son Jesus, in the Temple
in Jerusalem, replaced the Old Covenant and established the New
Covenant. This New Covenant is a discourse about eternal life, and is
still in process today.

Since this issue is centred on the four Gospels, we have not pro-
duced our usual Feature, with selected Scripture texts for reflection.
The articles themselves provide ample texts for prayer and medita-
tion.

This issue contains two articles translated from English. We wish

to express our sincerest gratitude to our two translators for their
voluntary cooperation: Fr. Stanislaus Yuan S.J., and Ms Grace Tse.
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