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FOREWORD

"There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither slave nor

freeman, there can be neither male nor female - for you are all one in
Christ Jesus." [Gal 3:28)

Paul may not always have been consistent in upholding this
majestic ideal of the equality of all human beings in Christ, but that
does not call in question the validity of the ideal, nor does it detract
from the revelatory value of Paul’s statement. The Church did not
accomplish any of the elements of this ideal without pain. The Council
of Jerusalem [Acts 15] decided that Gentiles did not have to become
Jews in order to become Christians. But even into our own times this
decision was not fully incorporated into the missionary activity of the
Church. Again, the abolition of slavery should have been an
immediate consequence of the promulgation of the Gospel, but we
are painfully aware that not all vestiges of slavery have been
eradicated from our human society, not even from those societies and
cultures which claim to be Christian.

It has been left to our age to take real cognizance of the
imperative contained in the third element of this Pauline ideal.
Though it is only in these last decades of the twentieth century that we
have paid any real attention to the revealed truth that there can be
neither male nor female in Christ, we should not for that reason
dismiss the concept of feminism or of women liberation as a mere
modern aberration.

Many male persons are distinctly uncomfortable with any form of
feminist movement, and that discomfort is even more apparent within
the confines of the Church. It is most likely that the roots of the
discomfort lie in some insecurity engendered in the male ego rather
than in any real flaw in the general principles of Christian feminism.
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Not matter what fears males may harbour, Christians cannot go on
holding the prejudicial view that every woman is Eve, holding out the
apple of temptation to every unsuspecting Adam.

The Church has been through many critical junctures in its history,
where it was forced to face the moment of truth by other factors
perceived as enormously threatening. Reflection on these critical
junctures and the Church’s response to them will help us to situate the
whole question of women in the Church within its proper evangelical
perspectives. We may recall with pain questions such as the formation
of "native" clergy, the establishing of "native" hierarchies. In China we
have seen the struggles of Vincent Lebbe to assert the equality of
Chinese and European clergy. After Vatican II, we saw that many felt
threatened and even disoriented by the very simple change from a
Latin liturgy to a vernacular one, and we have witnessed the
consequent fractiousness of the traditionalist movements. But no fear
of a vernacular liturgy has been allowed to hinder the impulse of the
Spirit towards making the Word of God immediately available to the
People of God.

The human heart is devious in its ways of refusing to face reality.
Many years ago, in a perceptive article on holiness in the Church, an
English lay Catholic writer suggested that in the Church we keep on
forming new associations of every kind as a barrier between ourselves
and the radical demands of the simplicity of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Similarly, we are very adept at creating problems in order to
engage our attention in such a way that we need not face reality. The
question of Gentiles keeping the law of Moses was just one such false
problem. Peter was quickly liberated from his mistaken attitudes [Acts
10]. Faced with practical reality, neither the Church at Antioch [Acts
11:19-26], nor Paul [Acts 13-14], gave the matter the slightest atten-
tion. But once there was a retreat to the level of theory, the problems
and the fractiousness appeared [Acts 15].

The matter of the equality of women in the Church is, we suggest,
in every way similar. Feminist movements should never have been
necessary in any civilized society, and much less in the Church. But
:he sad reality is that these movements are all too necessary because
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we continue to make problems out of things that should not be
problematic, given the Pauline principle of equality in Christ.

Though the matter is less urgent in Chinese than it is in English
and other European languages, we may observe how the question of
inclusive language is blown out of all proportion by its opponents,
and the resulting attention focussed on the matter serves as a major
distraction from the more essential matter of the position of women in
the Church.

We have been urged in recent years to make a "preferential option
for the poor”. In fact, the Gospel itself challenges us to make a
preferential option for Jesus and for his Gospel [Mk 8:35]. That
fundamental preferential option will work itself out in more specific
and concrete preferential options according to the signs of the times.
Concern for the equality of male and female in Christ, and hence by
necessity in the Church, is a modern and rather belated response to
the fundamental preferential option for Jesus: it is a specific
preferential option for women.

Paul’s statement in Gal 3:28 proposes the ideal of Christian
equality, and is something of the nature of a programme. It is not,
however, a mere agenda that we may adopt or adapt, or change to suit
our own perspectives. While we must be aware of the dangers of
biblicism, and too great a literal dependence on the words of
Scripture, we cannot for that reason dismiss Paul’s statement or water
it down. As part of the New Testament, this verse of Galatians
contains revealed truth. Refusal to accept this revealed truth comes
dangerously close to idolatry, the refusal to let God be the Lord of
history.

It is against this background that we present this edition of
SHENSI on the question of women in society and in the Church. Our
first steps in the process of preparing an issue of SHENSI dedicated to
this topic was taken several years ago, when we accepted in principle
that such an issue should be published. The current issue is now all
the more timely in that it is our first issue during 1995, the
International Year of Women. Our articles do not cover every aspect



of the topic, nor do they propose solutions to every problem in the
area of women'’s status and rights. But we do hope that this issue will
help to further reflection on the consequences of accepting,
unconditionally and without cavil, and especially without fear, the
revealed truth proffered by the Holy Spirit and enunciated by Paul. In
the closing years of this twentieth century, let us go forward in Christ
by making a preferential option for women.

In her essay Does St Paul Disdain Women? Sr. Emily Wong admits
that, in speaking of women in his Letters, the tone of Paul’s
expression is often rather disdainful. In the whole perspective of the
Pauline Corpus, however, there is no degrading women. An
examination of Col 3:18-19, 1Cor 9:5, and Rom 16:1, demonstrates
Paul’s positive attitude towards women and his affirmation of the
status of women in the Church.

From an analysis of her encounter and interaction with Jesus (Jn
4), Ms. Louise Wong shows how the Samaritan Woman plays the role
of disciple and fore-runner or precursor. This leads into a
consideration of how modern women can from Christ recognize their
own dignity, and cooperate with Christ in an accommodating manner,
revealing the maternity of the Church and developing the role of
precursor.

In their joint essay, Fr. Luis Gutheinz S.J. and Ms. Ho Lai-ha
examine the question of women’s ordination from the perspectives of
Scripture, the development of doctrine, and reflection on tradition.
They conclude that the charism of priestly ministry is not limited to
males: if women were admitted to Holy Orders, they could develop
Holy Mother Church’s healing and receptive aspects. The authors,
however, agree that we must accept the Pope’s directives on the
matter, as that is the source of the Church’s discipline.

Sr. Pauline Yuen examines the premises and conclusions of the
Apostolic Letter of His Holiness Pope John Paul 11 On Reserving
Priestly Ordination to Males, and notes the different reactions of
theologians to the document. While acknowledging the need to
respect and support this decision of the Church, she suggests the need



for deeper reflection on this teaching. Finally she suggests that women
ought to develop their own special characteristics, so that the Church
can become a more equitable and warm community.

For this issue, Ms. Yuen Mei-yin interviewed Anglican Pastor Rev.
Leung Shau-shan. Rev. Leung shares with us her experience of being
a married pastor, her ways of balancing Church and family duties,
and of helping to change the attitudes of Church members to women
pastors. This special experience provides us with material worth
pondering.

Examining the question of sexual discrimination from the
perspectives of sociology, Fr. Stephen Chan Mun-hung O.F.M. finds
that it is not primarily a matter of emotion but rather one of social
systems and legislation. Sexual discrimination also exists in the
Church, and a recognition of the objective reality of this sexual
discrimination will be helpful in enlarging the range of theological
debate. Acceptance of the equality of women will, according to this
author, demand changes in social structures and customs. The
assignment of roles within a family will also have to be determined
according to individual circumstances, suitable persons assuming
suitable roles. Fr. Chan’s views and suggestions provide material for
reflection.

From the important documents on the Church’s social teaching
issued between 1891 and 1988, Sr. Margherita Chan Mei-yung
synthesizes the teaching on the status and dignity of women. She
encourages women to take cognizance of their own dignity. Women’s
value is not something bestowed on them by males. God entrusted to
all humanity, both male and female, the mission of stewarding the
earth, so that the Kingdom of God may come amongst us.

Ms. Jessica Ho Oi-chu spent some years as a lay missionary in
Africa. From that experience she suggests that, in response to the
challenge of women, both Church and society should, like Jesus
himself, broaden their vision. Liberated from all forms of
discrimination, women should be allowed to develop their prophetic,
priestly, and royal mission.
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Consciously or unconsciously, in the experience of Ms. Grace Liu
Shun-kin, many people have a discriminatory attitude towards single
women. Even within the Church there has traditionally been a nega-
tive attitude towards women. A change in this matter can only come
about through changes in the attitudes of the human heart. In Scrip-
ture, the attitude of Jesus to women provides us with a very precious
revelation. Women must reflect on the reality of sexual discrimination
and speak out with courage.

The sisterhood or sisterly feeling of women, suggests Ms. Victoria
Yeung Yuk-lin, is the awareness that women have arising from their
sensitivity to the needs of others. Her essay reflects upon the story in
Exodus of Miriam, the sister of Moses, and her act of saving her
brother. The story presents a praiseworthy example of the
development of sisterly feeling. This sisterhood may be the special
charism which God bestows on women.

Our Feature is the 1994 Apostolic Letter of His Holiness Pope
John Paul IT concerning the question of the ordination of women, On
Reserving Priestly Ordination to Males. We trust that this Document
will help all our readers towards a clearer understanding of the
question.
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