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FOREWORD

Last year His Holiness Pope John Paul II published the tenth
encyclical of his pontificate, Veritatis Splendor. For the past year this
encyclical has sent reverberations throughout the Catholic Church,
since it directly criticizes deviations in contemporary moral theology.
The reaction of moral theologians has not been unanimous. There has
been warm praise, hurt criticism, silent tolerance. Our current issues
deals, then, with Veritatis Splendor. We have invited experts in moral
theology and philosophy from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Rome to
write for us from a variety of viewpoints and stances, introducing the
encyclical and helping readers to understand this deeply influential
document.

Fr. Robert Ng S.J. introduces the main point of each of the three
chapters of the encyclical, and then goes on to discuss the ways in
which it can be accepted positively and those points which await
further development. He then encourages moral theologians, for the
sake of truth and unity, to respond constructively to the encyclical.
The whole review encourages the reader to understand the crux of the
problem.

As the name of his article implies, Fr. Peter Brady S.J. offers a
brief introduction to the contents of the encyclical, at the same time
suggesting that the central point of the document lies in Chapter 2,
where specific attention is given to the questions of freedom, con-
science, fundamental option and its implications. He presents some
case studies to aid reading and interpretation.

Leaving the discussion of controversial parts of the encyclical to
others, Fr. Louis Gendron S.J. concentrates on its comparatively fresh
and positive responses to modern viewpoints. He mentions such
points as the use of a Christocentric morality to dialogue with modern
humanity, and the call to a knowledge of Jesus in order to urge atten-



tion to the moral life, to renew the affirmation of the natural moral
law, and to emphasize personal dignity and the importance of asceti-
cism.

Some scripture scholars regard the Ten Commandments of the
Old Testament as a restraint and then look to St Paul in the New
Testament as one opposed to law. In the light of this, Fr. Lanfranco
Fedrigotti S.D.B. reflects on Veritatis Splendor and its demonstration
that for Israel the Ten Commandments were a gift to be proud of and
not a burden. They are thus absolute and endowed with inerrancy. In
the article he relies on studies in modern semantics and biblical
semantics to draw out the positive and negative formulations of the
Ten Commandments and quotes the encyclical to show that we still
have unfinished work to do, namely to find suitable ways in which to
express universal and permanently valid moral norms.

Fr. Thomas Kwan discusses the problem of intrinsic evil. He first
delineates the meaning of the notion and then demonstrates how the
encyclical regards artificial contraception as the final act in a series of
intrinsically evil acts, thus constituting in itself a form of intrinsically
evil behaviour. The author then turns to a varied analysis of the
problem of a distinction between natural contraceptive methods and
artificial contraceptive methods. He concludes that there is no imper-
ative reason why the magisterium should list artificial contraception
among intrinsically evil acts.

Fr.Edward Collins S.J. first discusses the importance of the encyc-
lical for a renewal of Fundamental Moral Theology, and then goes on
to deal with its treatment of the principle of double effect. He con-
cludes with a consideration of the encyclical’s discussion of intrinsic
evil. The article provides a positive evaluation of Veritatis Splendor.

The reflection by Fr. Bartholomew Kiely S.J. shows how Veritatis
Splendor regards the Christian life as a following of Jesus rather than
as an obedience to laws. Christian life is a dialogue and an inter-
change of gifts. God communicates the divine self to us and we in turn
dedicate ourselves to God and to each other. If human behaviour is a
matter of mere personal opinion and not a dialogue and interchange



with God and neighbour, then it is a form of that intrinsically evil
behaviour repudiated by the encyclical.

Our feature gathers together the views of well-known moral theo-
logians on the encyclical. The extracts are not meant as a discussion of
the strengths and weakness of the encyclical. They are of a general
nature and are intended to help the reader in approaching Veritatis
Splendor.

We would like to express our thanks to Fr. Lawrence Yao S.D.B.,
Ms. Veronica Soong, Ms. Debbie Lo, Mr. Anthony Lam, and Rev.
George Yeung S.J. In the midst of many other occupations they
undertook the task of translating articles for this edition of SHENSI.
Such dedicated people are a blessing for the Church in Hong Kong.
May the Lord reward them.
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