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FOREWORD

His Holiness Pope John Paul 1I called upon Christians to respond
warmly and enthusiastically to the United Nations’ declaration of 1994
as the International Year of the Family, and thus witness to all
humanity the high regard in which Christians hold family life. This
issue of SPIRIT / SHENSI thus takes The Christian Family as its
theme. In addition to articles treating the Christian family from the
perspectives of scripture, dogmatics, and moral theology, we have
invited several married Catholics with families to share with us some
of their experiences of living a Christian family life.

From the Gospel references to the family life of Jesus, Ms. Teresa
Wong Wai-chau [Mrs. Carlo Kwan] draws a picture of Christ’s family:
life in Nazareth, experience of poverty, intense religious atmosphere.
It was not the intention of the sacred writers, however, to dwell on
these aspects, but rather on an expansion of the notion of "family":
flesh and blood cannot establish true family relationships. It is those
who do the will of God who belong to the family of Christ.

In the context of its treatment of the Fourth Commandment, The
Catechism of the Catholic Church deals with the topic of the family.
Here we have extracted the relevant sections: (1) The Family in God’s
economy; (2) The Family and Society; (3) The Duties of Family
Members; (4) The Family and the Kingdom of God. This constitutes
the most recent and systematic exposition of the Church’s doctrine on
the Family.

Taking his inspiration from The Catechism of the Catholic Church,
Fr. Savio Hon illustrates the place of the family in the divine econo-
my. A representation of mystery, the Christian family takes the
human person as the centre and the universe as one. This article
suggests a Christian remedy for the serious problems encountered by
the modern family.



Adopting the notion of the exodus of the Israelites in the Old
Testament, Fr. Thomas Leung describes the maturation of faith and
the encounter with God within the family. Each member of a family
experiences in his or her own way what it means to be "a slave in
Egypt". Each one must have the courage and the willingness to go
through the Red Sea, to overcome the sense of loss and wandering in
the desert, and to resist the temptation to worship the golden calf.
Accepting God’s invitation and growing in love, each one can then
enter the promised land of the family.

From the experiences of Marriage Encounter, Fr. Norman Walling
deeply believes in the importance of dialogue between husband and
wife. His article touches upon the essential elements in this communi-
cation: openness and trust, sharing of feelings and response, mutual
acceptance and respect, a belief that marriage union is a grace of the
Lord. The power of God enables husband and wife to grow together
and to share responsibilities, and dialogue is the way to discover the
presence of Christ in each other’s common journey.

Speaking from her personal experience of raising two children, Ms
Cheung Chor-wai [Mrs. Chiu] shows how faith and life can be inte-
grated within the family: the husband and wife need to be open and
reconciliating, thus forming the children to openness, reconciliation,
thanksgiving, and the practice of prayer. In this way, any dichotomy
between faith and family life is overcome.

Mr. Chan Chi-sheung acknowledges that when he married he
lacked an understanding of the meaning of the marriage covenant and
its obligations. Through an experience of the pains of family life and
participation in communication courses for couples, he was able to
pause and reflection upon his own marriage. Under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, he gradually came to a better understanding of him-
self, a respect for the other, and the demands of the marriage cove-
nant: to give oneself for the other.

Guided by the outline of Apostolic Exhortation on the Family
(Familiaris Consortio) by His Holiness Pope John Paul 11, Fr. Robert



Ng delineates the duties of a Christian family. It must be a communi-
ty of persons, primarily at the service of life, participating in the
development of society and in the life and mission of the Church.

Through the painful experience of the illness and death of his
father, Mr. Francis Choy came to a realization of the marvel of the
divine economy. This experience heightened the family’s conscious-
ness of their familial bonding. They realized God’s call to them to
achieve within the family a harmony which had not been achieved
before the father’s death. This experience has become for them a
guide for life.

For this issue, we have extracted two papal documents on the
family, Declaration on the Rights of the Family, and the Lenten Pasto-
ral of his Holiness Pope John Paul II: The Family Fosters Love, Love
Blesses the Family.

Our Feature gathers some of the texts of Scripture relevant to
family life. We encourage our readers to reflect on the revelation of
the word of God.
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