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FOREWORD

His Holiness John Paul II solemnly promulgated The Catechism of
the Catholic Church on the 8th of December 1992, This was a major
event in the life of the Catholic Church and it is anticipated that its
repercussions will reach far and wide. All catechetical material pro-
duced by local Churches will now use this Catechism as a model. Last
year, His Eminence John Baptist Cardinal Wu, Bishop of Hong Kong,
established a Committee for the translation and promotion of The
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

At the beginning of this year the Committee presented a provi-
sional translation of Part 1 - Outline and Synthesis. The Committee
also organized seminars which were warmly appreciated. This issue of
SPIRIT offers an introduction to the Catechism, publishing the semi-
nar papers and articles by other qualified writers whom we have invit-
ed to share their views with us on The Catechism of the Catholic
Church.

Fr. Savio Hon's article is a general discussion of the background to
the Catechism, its structure and general theological orientation. He
deals first of all with the rise of "Postmodernism" and the "New Evan-
gelization", demonstrating the impetus these gave to the publication of
the Catechism. Then he introduces the book’s coherent structure and
contents. He concludes by offering some personal reflections and
expectations.

Sr. Goretti Lau discusses the structure and content of Part 1 of the
book. This Part deals with the transition from the more personal "I
believe" to the communitarian "We believe", and looks at the procla-
mation of the Christian Faith from the perspective of the Creed. The
author points out the special feature of this first Part, and then adds
her own reflections and critique.



Against the background of the interrelationship between the Cate-
chism and "New Evangelization", Ms. Pauline Cheng has recourse to
its rich contents, to suggest a set of catechetical lessons, as reference
material for teachers of catechumen instruction classes.

The celebration of the Christian mystery, dealt with in Part 2, is
the focus of Fr. Thomas Law’s specialized attention. He first of all
illustrates the setting of this Part in the overall arrangement of the
whole work. Then he goes on to elucidate the contents of this Part,
explain its main point and characteristics, and offer a critique of its
strengths and weaknesses. He thus facilitates consultation of the book
in the preparation of catechetical material by the local Church.

Fr. Peter Brady’s article treats of "The Human Vocation', the topic
of Part 3, Section 1. Created in the image of God, we are called to live
in the Spirit. By relying on God’s grace, keeping the commandments,
and following the moral law inscribed in our hearts, we attain to the
vocation of loving God and loving each other.

Fr. Edward Collins then goes on to discuss the second section of
Part 3, "The Ten Commandments". He examines the setting of this
treatment of the Ten Commandments within the whole work, which
sees the commandments within the context of Covenant. The Ten
Commandments constitute our human response to God, bringing us to
a recognition of our own human nature, our responsibilities, and even
our basic rights.

Sr. Esther Ling’s short essay describes the arrangement and struc-
ture of Part 4. In this Part, the first section deals with the nature of
prayer and the life of prayer. The second section discusses "The Lord’s
Prayer”, seeing it as a synthesis of the whole gospel.

In the three sections of his essay, Fr. Lawrence Yiu then discusses
the doctrine of Part 4 on Christian Prayer. He begins by illustrating
the nature of prayer as the intimate relationship between the individ-
ual and God. Secondly, he shows how the biblical record of salvation



history bears witness to this relationship. Finally, he describes how to
foster and deepen this relationship through a life of prayer.

Fr. Marciano Baptista stresses that love is the heart of the Cate-
chism: the whole work begins from the perspective of love and con-
cludes with love. Then the heart of the heart is a preferential love for
the poor. He suggests that this notion constitutes the rich revolution-
ary emphasis of The Catechism of the Catholic Church.

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the death on 20 March
1994, due to a massive heart attack, of one of the members of our
Editorial Board, Fr. Henry Chou S.J. Since SPIRIT / SHENSI began
publication five years ago, Fr. Chou has been in charge of translating
articles from English and French. The superb quality of his renditions
has allowed readers to enjoy these articles as if they had been com-
posed originally in Chinese. Just before his death, Fr. Chou was also
involved in the translation of The Catechism of the Catholic Church,
with special responsibility for Part 3, "Life in Christ". On the very day
of his death he was working on his translation. Fr. Chou’s death is a
great loss to SPIRIT / SHENSI and indeed to the whole Chinese
Church. We recommend the soul of Fr. Chou to your prayers. May the
God of all mercies grant this faithful and diligent servant eternal rest.

Translation work for this issue of SPIRIT / SHENSI has fallen on
the shoulders of three young women, Ms. Grace Liu, Ms. Grace Tse
C.L.C, and Sr. Teresa Yuen F.M.M. We hope that others with similar
abilities will come forward to participate in this translation work for
SPIRIT / SHENSI, as some small service to the Church in China.
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