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FOREWORD

The greater attention that we human beings have at last come to
pay to the world around us, and to the way in which it has been
destroyed by our activities, has led to the Green Movement, concern
for the preservation of the earth. Our present issue, then, takes
as its theme Creation and Our Stewardship of the Earth, reflecting
on our responsibility, as Christians and as God’s stewards, to care
for the earth and to use material things with propriety.

From the three perspectives of Scripture, Church Teaching, and
Theological Reflection, John Tong initiates us into the inner core
of the doctrine that God Created Humanity. A brief exposition of
views current in the past is followed up for the reader by an
introduction to the newer explanations provided by modern theolo-
gians. Fr. Tong’s article is essential reading for any student of
theology.

Sean O Cearbhallain begins his reflections on Stewardship and
Praise from a consideration of the importance of contemplation and
wonder. The wonder that flows from the quiet contemplative heart is
a pinnacle of the spiritual life. The author makes particular use
of Psalm 8, a song of contemplative wonder, to explore the meaning
of the stewardship of the earth which God has entrusted to us. In
Christ we have two serious responsibilities: praise of God as our
great Creator, and a responsible care of all creation.

Beginning from a particular personal experience, Benjamin Chan
Kwok-ming’s short reflective piece calls for an acceptance of
Christ’s invitation to stewardship of the earth and the simultane-
ous rejection of the counterfeit call of the twin idols, Self and
Mammon. It is only this which allows a Christian to enjoy a rich
personal existence in becoming a catalyst for God’s renewal of the
earth.



Franciscan friar A. Nguyen Van Si presents us with an introduc-
tion to Francis of Assisi’s attitude to nature. Saint Francis
looked upon the whole cosmos as one great family, all creatures
being brothers and sisters, with God as Father. When we human
beings attain to a real sense of poverty with reference to the
universe and reject all pollutant ideology, then a spirit of love,
harmony and peace will permeate the whole of this great family. We
can come into contact with God through the mediation of all things,
and so, in union with all creation, praise God.

From a rich knowledge of his own Chinese culture, Luke Tsui Kam-
yiu reveals how the ideas and spirit of the Green Movement are
deeply embedded in that culture. Drawing upon the classics, he
illustrates how Chinese interiority has always been married to
nature in unity and harmony. This attitude of "Green Humanity" is
very consonant with the biblical spirit of a proper use of material
things.

Ignatius Chou draws on his penetrating knowledge of Buddhism to
affirm that the ecological movement cannot be merely a matter of
improving technology and legal control: the work of the hand must
originate in the depths of the heart. Buddhist thought has a very
great contribution to make to ecological concerns because of its
accepting regard for all living things and its refusal to subjugate
nature, preferring a relationship of harmonious communion.

In an informal conversational way, Harold Naylor speaks of
Catholic "Green Spirituality”, based on the recognition that God’s
wisdom pervades nature at every point: hence by treasuring every
creature we give glory to God. "Green Spirituality" negatively
calls upon us not to destroy, not to devastate, but then positively
calls for preservation and fostering, so that the Kingdom of God
may be established on earth. That Kingdom is not a matter merely of
human welfare or social justice: all of nature must be consecrated
in Christ.

In "Resurrection Spirituality and Healing the Earth”, Robert T.



Sears links these two concepts by showing that, since it takes
place upon the earth, the Resurrection of Christ provides all of
creation with a new beginning. When it is accepted, not as some-
thing belonging to the past, but rather as an event in the
"present’, the Resurrection of Jesus provides us with strength to
heal our wounded earth. We are gratetul to the editor of Review for
Religious for permission to translate and publish Fr. Sear’s inval-
uable article.
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Healing the Earth", Review for Religious, Vol. 49, No.2,
March/April 1990, pp.163-177).

b

®See Peter Tompkins and Christopher Bird, The Secret Life of
Plants (N.Y.:Avon Books. 1973), chapter L

@1Ibid, pp.24-25. Backster admitted the plant could have picked
up guilt feelings in the culprit. but since it was for science he

likely had none.

@ See his Healing the Family Tree (London: Sheldon Press, 1984),
pp-59-61.

@ See my "Trinitarian Love as Ground of the Church ." Theologi-
cal Studies, vol.37, no4 Dec. 1976, pp.649-679 where I develop
this argument. and "Healing and Family Spiritual/Emotional
Systems,” Journal of Christian Healing, vol.S, no.1 (1983), pp.10-
23, where I apply the five stages to healing family systems.

® See Agnes Sanford, Creation Waits (Plainfield, NJ.: Logos In-

ternational, 1978) for several of her examples.

® See W.R. Parker and E. St. Johns Dare, Prayer Can Change
Your Life (Prentice-Hall Inc., 1957) where they give results
from three self-chosen control groups— prayer only, therapy on-
ly, and prayer and therapy — and found that the prayer and
therapy group improved by far the most, and prayer alone the
least! They concluded that psychology (understanding) was

needed to guide the prayer.
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