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FOREWORD

Although there has been no major outbreak of war in the last few
years, yet one still hears of armed conflict, on a small scale like the
civil wars in Lebanon, Yugoslavia and Afghanistan, and on a large
scale as in the allied attack on Iraq in the gulf War. Sometimes Chris-
tians are also drawn into these conflicts. We cannot then but want to
ask, "What should the attitude-of the Christian to war be?" The
present number attempts to investigate this question, thus it is entitled
"War and Peace".

Fr. Thomas McIntyvre relies on the Biblical record to seek how the
Israelite people, from their own historical experience of national
conflict, looked for the message that war brought. Thev were defeat-
ed in battle because they had deserted God. God used their defeats
as a punishment bringing healing, so that they might change their
hearts and minds and come back again to God. The author continues
and concludes by saying that if we really want true peace, then we
must practice justice and become new persons in Christ.

Ms. Catherine Wong’s article, besides recounting how the Old and
New Testamets view war, makes a special study of the Christian’s
"Just War Theory" juxtaposing it to a "Pacifist’s Theory". The writer
believes that the two can be reconciled, each completing the other’s
deficiencies, since neither can ever give the only, perfect answer. The
reader can learn a lot from this article.

Fr. Francis Doyle’s article confirms that peace is not the avoidance
of conflict, nor a shutting off to what is going on around one, so as to
attain a heart as still as a stagnant pond. The peace proclaimed by
Jesus is one that enters the world, that accepts the truth and the real
situation. It is to be in harmony with God, with others and the world
and is inseperable from justice. The author calls for peace to begin
with one’s self such that one ceaselessly acts as a peacemaker and thus



from what is close-by spread the message to what is far away.

Ms. Debbie Lo’s article opens by enumerating the principles for
the Church’s traditional "Just War Theory", and goes on to analyse the
Gulf War from a Christian point of view. She concludes that the
allied forces’ Middle East War was not in accordance with the spirit of
Christianity.

Fr. Gaspar Han'’s article points out that the cause of the continued
fighting in the Holy Land, Palestine, is, from a historical point of view,
the fruit of interference by the policies of the major powers.

Mr. Ou Jifu’s article predicts that the threat to world peace in the
next century will not come from war but from ecological disaster. The
destruction of our natural environment is the result of our selfishness,
greed and injustice. Mr. Ou recommends establishing a new code of
values, calling on all, especially Christians, to adopt a simpler lifestyle
and a spiritual outlook in which Heaven, Earth and Man are united,
s0 as to bring true peace to the world.

Fr. Edward Chau’s article relies on Confucian and Daoist thought
to discern how Chinese cuiture kept a spirit of harmony in the face of
a confused world. This is the Chinese tendency towards harmony,
especially seen in requiring harmony in one’s own person first and
from that spreading out to one’s home and country.

The Feature gathers together many passages from the Scriptures
to help the reader appreciate what the Bible reveals about war and
peace.
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