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FOREWORD

The Catholic tradition greatly reveres our Mother Mary but devo-
tion to Our Lady has often become the object of controversy among
those who believe in Christ, This issue takes Our Lady as its theme.
The main reason for doing this is surely not to launch a counter-attack
in the style of apologetics but rather to reflect on the basis and rea-
sons for devotion to Our Lady, as well as to lead the reader to experi-
ence the results produced by devotion to Our Lady on the Christian
life.

The article of Fr. Sean O Cearbhallain S.J. "Mary in Scripture"
attempts to discover the biblical support for devotion to Our Lady. He
calls on the reader to transcend the limitations of the biblical word so
as to come before the living God with a lively faith, to meditate on the
hidden meaning of the mysteries of Mary and to appreciate the great
things which God has done for her.

Sister Goretti Lau S.P.B. explores the meaning of Our Lady’s
being the "type" and the "mother” of the Church from the dogmatic
point of view. God prepared Our Lady for the Church to be its "type";
Mary is therefore the model of the Church and the Church is the
model of human society.

Fr. Yves Raguin S.J. penetrates back to Mary’s inner world from
various texts of the Bible, discovers that her spiritual life is rich in
human sensibility, developes in an orderly and gradual way, has a
strong faith in God, shoulders the burden of suffering and is always in
the presence of God. These characteristics deserve to be a model for
Christians.

Ms Josefina Errazuriz feels deeply that women today have already
become conscious of their mission but that unfortunately not a few
have a tendency to go to extremes. She believes that the whole life of



Our Lady, her pondering over what she has heard, her generous offer-
ing of herself, her concern for others, not only reflect a satisfactory
portrait of God’s love but also give women the good news they long
for.

Fr. Bernard J. Shields S.J. explains how Protestants have queries
about the Marian dogmas and points out that some leaders of the
Reformation maintained their respect for those doctrines. He hopes
that Mary will not again become “a sign of contradiction” among the
followers of Christ but rather be "a mark of unity".

Reports about apparitions of Our Lady are very numerous. The
article of Fr. Peter Brady S.J. gives a brief account of how the Church
handles these reports and of what the attitude of the faithful should
be when they meet with reports of apparitions.

From the words and deeds of Jesus and Mary in the Bible Fr.
Louis Lee reflects with graceful style on the spirituality of the Legion
of Mary and the various activities of its members. Even if the reader is
not a member of the Legion, he can draw enlightenment therefrom
for his life.

The article of Ms Carmen Concha Mourgues explains how, relying
on her devotion to Our Lady, she sculpted her splendid artistic crea-
tion, the statue "the virgin in haste". At the same time she encourages
the reader to set out in haste like Our Lady, to plunge courageously
into the unknown future.

Ms Joan Wu once stayed for some time at Lourdes where Our
Lady appeared. Her article reveals that she felt that that place of pil-
grimage was indeed a sign of "the Church on a journey", "the servant
Church" and "the united Church". The greatest benefit which the pil-
grim gains is not that his sickness is cured but that his heart is

changed.

To commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of his entering the
Trappists, Fr. Clement Kong O.C.S.0. describes the Order’s devotion
to Our Lady, especially from the history of the Order. The article is



full to overflowing with feelings of love for Our Lady, both sincere and
moving in the telling.

Sister Esther Ling F.D.C.C. penetrates deeply into the charism of
her Order and discovers that the sufferings of Our Lady have a special
place in their spiritual tradition. She explains that suffering is not the
purpose but that by meditating on suffering they live the spirit of
"love" and "humility”, generously responding to the Lord.

Sister Rachel Ruth Burrows O.C.D. points out that when the
Carmelite Order began, it had a special devotion to Our Lady. The
life of the members was to listen to the Word of God, as Our Lady
did, to let God illumine His Word to be accomplished in them. She
emphasises in her article that to celebrate Our Lady’s feasts is really
to reflect God’s tender love and concern for men; the graces given to
Mary are also the graces which God wants to give to men.

"Listening to the Word" takes as its theme the life and the feasts of
Our Lady and quotes the words of the Church Fathers and other
Church writers, discovering the meaning of one’s life by meditating on
the life of Our Lady.
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