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FOREWORD

"The time has come, the Kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the Gospel!" (Mk 1:15). As Mark records the beginning of
Jesus’ ministry, he has Jesus speak immediately of the Kingdom of
God. Thereafter, the Kingdom forms the core of Jesus’ teaching. But
the doctrine of the Kingdom of God is so rich that for Christians it
necessarily has always been somewhat elusive. Hence, for this issue
we have invited contributors to discuss the meaning of the "Kingdom
of God" from different aspects.

Sr. Maria Ko F.M.A. discusses the Sermon on the Mount as the
"Entry to the Kingdom". This Sermon is God’s proclamation from
above drawing us up into the Kingdom. The Kingdom is not a static
objective: it is rather a journey within an unlimited horizon. It
demands that we ceaselessly rise towards the supremely good realm of
the "more". Jesus Christ in his own person is the fullest realization of
the Kingdom of God, for the Father has made him the meaning of all
creation, the kingly point of union between the divine and the human.

The Trinitarian perspective of an understanding of the Kingdom
engages the attention of Fr. Joseph Wong S.D.B. in his essay The
Kingdom which Jesus Preached. The Kingdom is God’s rule, the
Father’s mercy manifested to the poor and the sinners. This mercy is
concretely manifested in Jesus the Divine Son, but the Kingdom thus
present must attain a perfect accomplishment at the end of time.
Within history, the power of the Holy Spirit grounds the Kingdom of
Christ in our hearts, allowing us to cooperate in building it from
within the world.

The Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven must be preached by
human voices, and this mission falls to the lot of the Christian. From
the perspective of Church history, Fr. Carlo Socol S.D.B. briefly de-
scribes the two thousand year long development of that mission. From



this history the author draws some home truths.

One of the Eight Beatitudes proclaims "Blessed are those who
mourn ..." But can mourning be a Blessing? Ms Tsui Shan Shan begins
from this question, examining the biblical meaning of mourning.
Moving from the individual experience of meaninglessness and pain
to the corporate experience of national tragedy, she shows how the
following of Christ for the sake of the world issues in a solidarity with
sinful and unhappy humanity. Such mourning is certainly replete with
God’s consolation and the joy of the Kingdom.

An experienced retreat director, Fr. Thomas Leung S.J. draws
upon the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius for his reflections. From
the Meditation on the Kingdom of Christ (Sp.Ex. 91-98) and the
Meditation on Two Standards (Sp.Ex. 136-147) he suggests how the
Christian may accompany Christ in building the Kingdom of God.

In our last article, we return with Fr. Lanfranco Fedrigotti S.D.B.
to Scripture. He examines the doctrine of the Kingdom revealed in
the parables of Jesus. Parables make use of human experience to
express the mystery of God. The New Testament parables help us to
understand that, while the Kingdom of God still awaits completion, it
has already begun because of Jesus. The parables also help us to
understand Jesus better because they reflect the depths of his self-
knowledge.

Our Feature, Listening to the Word, assembles many passages of
Scripture which speak of the Kingdom of God. It is our hope that this
direct contact with the word of God will help our readers to taste the
truth of the Kingdom of Heaven.
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