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FOREWORD

The Word became flesh and lived among us (Jn. 1:14). This earth-
shattering saying from John’s Gospel provides the foundation of our
faith as Christians. However, despite the importance of this revealed
truth, it is not easy to grasp. So it is that we specially invited six
dogmatic theologians from Hong Kong and Taiwan to interpret this
statement, The Word became flesh, for us from different paints of
view. It is our hope that this will be of help in living a meaningful
Advent and Christmas.

Fr. Joseph Wong’s article, The meaning of ‘the Word became
flesh’, reflects on the three terms, flesh, the Word and became. Christ
as Word made flesh both revealed the Father and, at the same time,
the true face of man. Man is made in the image of the Son, and all are
called to be sons and daughters in the Son. In meditating on the
mystery of the incarnation, we are enabled not only to deepen our
knowledge of the Lord, but, more importantly, to deepen our love and
following of him.

Teresa Wong takes the verse of Philippians, He emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant, (Phil. 2:7) as her starting point. She
holds that Christ’s self-sacrifice consists in his not clinging to his glori-
ous state but rather willingly coming down and accepting human
limitation. His self-emptying and self-humiliation cannot be separat-
ed; they are two moments of the one movement.

Fr. Aloysius Chang’s article examines the meaning of the doctrine
of the incarnation and its origin. It is pointed out that Johanine incar-
national Christology is not the only possible version of Christology; a
pluralist Christology is also possible. Each version is the Christological
expression of its epoch. Incarnational Christology is, though, the most
succincet expression revealing how God saves mankind.



Fr. Savio Han’s, The incarnation and the growth of faith, shows
how the Word of God becoming man is the content and motive-force
for man’s growth in faith. In the mystery of the incarnation, it becomes
apparent what is man’s nature, his final end, his growth in faith and
the path to its practical implementation.

Sr. Goretti Lau’s article, The incarnation seen from the mystery of
the Trinity, takes the trinitarian doctrine of many in one and one in
many as its point of departure and goes on to employ symbolic theol-
ogy to explain the meaning of the incarnation.

Fr. Se4n O Cearbhalliin’s contribution, Christ amongst you, your
hope of glory, underlines that Christian hope is not an emotional
feeling or a psychological desire, but is Christ himself. This is the
message handed on and proclaimed by the Gospels and Apostolic
Letters. The writer invites his readers, in praver and through the
Church, to go and seek our hope--Jesus Christ.

This issue’s feature gathers for the reader Scriptural texts that
speak of Jesus. We hope that, through the Scriptures, all may experi-
ence that the Word made flesh truly lives among us.
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